Conclusions and Recommendations

Introduction
In the previous chapter, the data collected from the respondents was analysed, providing crucial findings and potential recommendations. This chapter aims to provide comprehensive recommendations to enhance both response strategies and collaboration with partner agencies.

Main Findings
Throughout the dissertation, there have been several crucial findings that have come to light, which have not been identified in current research yet. The results from the previous chapter allowed the study to gain an insight into actual police officers dealing domestic violence incidents, identifying any positives, negatives, and areas for improvement. Some of the key findings were as followed:

•	Training Ineffectiveness: One of the most prevailing inadequacies, was the training ineffectiveness that police officers are receiving on dealing with domestic violence incidents. It was clear that the majority of the respondents providing their response to the training they receive on domestic violence is inadequate, relying heavily on static PowerPoint presentations which is preventing them from gaining knowledge and skill.

•	Partner Agencies Ineffectiveness: As well as the training ineffectiveness, another point made by the respondents was the ineffectiveness of partner agencies who are dealing with the victims of domestic violence. It was evident that the main point the respondents put across, was that partner agencies frequently deflect responsibility back to the response officers.

•	Effective Aftercare: One positive aspect of the results chapter was the effectiveness of police officers dealing with the aftercare of victims experiencing domestic violence. Although not fully effective, the majority of respondents answered either effective or slightly effective, suggesting that this is a strong point with potential improvements that could be made. 

•	Improvements Needed: Respondents provided their own opinions at the end of the results chapter, allowing them to put their points across and make suggestions as to whether anything could be improved in this aspect. Although not all respondents answered, the most prevalent answer provided was frequent and comprehensive training for frontline officers on dealing with domestic violence incidents. 

Recommendations
Building on the identified challenges throughout this study, the following recommendations are proposed to optimise police response effectiveness.

A first recommendation that could be made is revising training methods that police officers receive on domestic violence incidents. It is recommended to change from traditional PowerPoint-based lessons to a more interactive and practical training approach. Incorporating real life scenarios, role-playing exercises can enhance officers' ability to apply their training in dynamic situations and getting more engagement from them.

A second recommendation could be enhancing the collaboration with Partner Agencies. Implementing regular joint training sessions, establishing clear communication, and explaining each other’s protocols can foster a more cohesive response to domestic violence incidents. Another suggestion for this could be implementing partner agencies input sessions, allowing for the officers to address any issues and potentially come to conclusions with certain aspects.

Finally, another recommendation would be building on effective aftercare for victims experiencing domestic violence. Although a lot of the data provided positive feedback on aftercare services, there is an opportunity to expand and refine these services. This could include spending more time with the victim, addressing all referrals that could be put in place and in general making the victim feel as comfortable and reassured as they can be.


Limitations
This dissertation has encountered a few limitations which has slightly affected the answer to the initial title.

The dissertation intended on gaining perceptions from current research, as well as frontline police officers who deal with domestic violence incidents daily. However, there appeared to be very little up to date research on the dissertation title, preventing the study from gaining the best research. This emphasises the need for future investigations to fill this void and contribute more substantially to the understanding of police and partner agencies response effectiveness in domestic violence incidents.
Another limitation identified in this dissertation was the researcher not considering the findings and opinions of partner agencies who deal with domestic violence incidents. In analysis, these findings could have potentially provided a more diverse perspective on domestic violence incidents, but due to the lack of time and resources, this information was not gathered.

Further Research
Although the dissertation has provided a collection of interesting data, the research was primarily from police officers and police departments within the police force. A large amount of data from partner agencies and the public’ perception on this study were not collected, due to the lack of time and resources. To deepen the understanding of the subject and gain further research into this study, there are opportunities for this study to be re-visited, in which further perceptions can be obtained with less time restrictions. 

Another opportunity for further research around this study could be delving into specific aspects of police response effectiveness and partner agency collaboration. This could involve qualitative studies, interviews, or case studies to provide a better understanding of the challenges and opportunities in this critical aspect.

The Achievements of Objectives

This section outlines the completed set of objectives throughout this study. 

•	To establish the obstacles faced by frontline police officers dealing with domestic violence incidents: It was evident that there were several obstacles being faced in policing domestic violence incident, primarily the inadequacy of the training they receive. This objective also allowed the police officers to state their own opinions on the matter and recommendations for potential improvement. 

•	To select an appropriate research approach: Employing the questionnaire, to allow frontline officers and police departments to express their views, utilising graphs and charts, and a mixed method strategy ensured a robust methodology to explore their views on domestic violence incidents.

•	To analyse the data collected: The study utilised current research and questionnaire analysis to provide an overview of the current obstacles being faced when dealing with domestic violence incidents, providing conclusions for each section.

•	To provide recommendations: The researcher successfully fulfilled the objective of providing recommendations, allowing for potential future developments, and answering to the respondents’ opinions. 

In conclusion, this study identifies the challenges faced by frontline police officers dealing with domestic violence incidents. The findings stress the demanding need for a re-evaluation of training methods, emphasising a change from PowerPoint-based lessons to interactive and practical approaches. Furthermore, collaboration with partner agencies is identified as a crucial area requiring improvement, recommending an implementation of joint training sessions and improved communication. Despite limitations, particularly current up-to-date research, this study allows for future investigations to delve deeper into the dynamics of police response and partner agency collaboration. 
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