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Rational 
Throughout this portfolio I will be talking about a primary school based in Wales and how it celebrates the Welsh language, along with giving children an historical and geographical education on Wales and the area they live in.                                                                          Within the primary education setting, in which I work.,based in rural South West Wales. The school has many welsh activities that are carried out in the classroom, corridor displays and even on offsite sessions, keeping in with the new curriculum and the four purposes that was designed by professor Graham Donaldson known as Successful Futures. This is spread out throughout the whole of the school from Flying Start right up to year 6. It is compulsory for every pupil to learn Welsh in key stage 1,2 and 3, keeping in with the UNCRC rights of the child and the schools own Welsh second language policy. Using the Welsh language is more apparent and celebrated in schools these days. However, many years ago, in the late 19th century welsh language was not apparent or even celebrated in welsh towns and villages. There was punishment system used in schools called the Welsh NOT. It was a piece of wood inscribed with WN that hung around the necks of children who spoke Welsh. This was used to discourage children to use Welsh in the classroom, it was passed around the class throughout the day then who ever had the WN around their neck at the end of the day would be punished. With Henry the 8ths ban of the Welsh language in 1536, the first world war and the industrial revolution the Welsh language was looking like it would never return, until a Welsh language society group formed and champagned for change. Change came in 1980 when a member of parliament, a welsh nationalist, Gwynfor Evans who regarded the entire welsh history, threatened to go on a hunger strike if the government did not honor their promise of broadcasting a welsh speaking television channel, before Evans could strike the government surrendered and the creation of S4C was assured, Evans stated “The biggest victory we have ever won for the welsh language”(gwynfor evans 1999).Legislations were created that led to the Welsh language act 1967,1993 and 2011.By having a Welsh language Act, Welsh is now a recognized language and can be used in many ways without prejudice. As a result of this, the Welsh language can be seen and heard more frequently in everyday life in Wales. Welsh is now compulsory in schools from the age of 3 years to 16 years. Professor Graham Donaldson went on to support the cognitive benefits of being bilingual. Bilingual is term used to describe a person that is confident and able to use two different languages for communication. In some work places the opportunities for adults to go on Welsh language courses is more accessible .


Therefor carrying on the Welsh learning of the language in young people and adults. The welsh government have many action plans to promote the language one of them is the Cymrage 2050-A million welsh speakers. This is to secure the vitality of the language for future generations. Based on the 2011 census figures shows approximately 480,000 new welsh speakers are needed by 2050 if we are to reach a million.  (welsh government 2018/19) 

The county of  Pembrokeshire is known for its beaches and castles. Pembroke Dock a town within Pembrokeshire is famous for its military history, as in world war 2 it came the largest flying boat station and very much a military town. (visit pembrokeshire). Although this is great for history not much can be said for the welsh language, as English is now becoming the preferred language to be spoken in Pembrokeshire. Only 30.2% speak Welsh. However, this figure could change in the next few years as a new build of a Welsh 3-16 medium school has been built in the Haverfordwest area, it was established on September 1st, 2018.The county council’s cabinet minister for education and lifelong learning David Lloyd stated that “This is an historic day for the Welsh language in Pembrokeshire” (western telegraph 2019)











Mainbody
St Davids day! a Welsh celebration that is carried out over many schools in Wales. St Davids day is to celebrate the patron saint of Wales on the 1st of March. It is always celebrated throughout the school giving children a chance to learn about their heritage, culture and language. Many themed activities are put on for the whole school to enjoy, they can range from doing a class assembly whilst wearing an emblem to represent Wales such as a dragon, welsh lady, rugby top etc. The school can provide a type of costume or make a hat if any child has not got fancy dress or a Welsh emblem. The children will be delivering Welsh dances songs and poems to parents who can come to watch free of charge. Whilst the parents are there at the school, they can have the chance to entre a raffle buy Welsh cakes teas and coffees. The hall in where the children will deliver their assembly is decorated with the children's Welsh learning they have been doing in class, also daffodils are placed on the tables to really give the surroundings a real patriotic feel. Just this one activity is such an important part of the Welsh culture, as the children are learning about the history of Wales, and the town they live in.  Also, how Welsh people celebrated St Davids day years ago, who St David was. This gives the children and the families a great sense of belonging to Wales. Parental engagement is very important to the school, to ensure the community is involved with school activities. Sometimes because the parents have work commitments and don’t have time for events, sometimes the parents have a sense of worthlessness and feel they have nothing to offer or gain from attending events, sometimes it’s due to poverty, a language barrier or simply a social status. In these situations, the FLO (family liaison officer) assists with all the parents needs so that all opportunities along with their needs can be met. the school's mission statement is a community school striving for success for all. To help the families get involved family activities are set out during the class assembly such as Welsh bingo, with phrases that the children should know from the classroom, so the children help the parents with the language skills needed to win. Home competitions are set for each year group if the family's want to participate, such as plant your own daffodils in the most creative way, use recycled materials to create a famous Welsh celebrity-keeping in with the ECO ethos of the school. These are all creative tasks which require no literacy skills, and it is free of charge to enter by schools and families working together, children see a positive relationship between both school and parents. A research report by Professor Alma Harris and Dr Janet Goodall, called engaging parents in raising achievements shows when schools and families work together to support children's learning, children do better in school Like. Lev Vygotsky’s theory of the social context for learning, states that, social and cognitive development work together. Lots of practice and research goes into the children's performance, they learn language by reptation through song this way it is done in a fun and physical way just as Piaget states “learning is supported by action.” (how children learn page36)
The children also learn about how David became the Patrent saint of Wales, and where the Cathedral is. In the City of St Davids, that being the smallest city in population in the United Kingdom, this is the resting place of St David, by using geographical images children develop a knowledge and understanding of the world they live in. This links well with John Dewey theory of “engage in activities and experiences which contribute to their understanding and appreciation of their world” (how children learn page 21)
The school also celebrates the Welsh language by having other day celebrations such as Shwmae Day, where again the pupils take part in Welsh activities throughout the day across the curriculum, the children have the option to dress up, rewards are given out by the schools Welsh ambassadors to who spoke the most Welsh that day. Another important day of celebrating Welsh is the Urdd Eisteddfod, which is whole school competitions which consist of photography competition, Welsh poem writing and many more they all link with the Eisteddfod syllabus, allowing pupils to compete locally.  The school has a Welsh second language policy, their aim is to develop bilingualism in children, by making the learning of Welsh enjoyable, relevant and enriching, also building of their previous knowledge and understanding of the language, so they can develop the language skills to communicate bilingually in school, home and even socially.
Another very positive program the school uses are initially in the lower end of the school in Foundation Phase but are also used up to year 2, is the national Welsh synthetic phonics system Tric a Chlic published by Canolfan Peniarth .By introducing Welsh phonic sounds and songs it is thought that children will learn the language faster, as they are already familiar with the English letters and sounds. The Tric a Chlic activity takes place in the classroom, the children are placed into groups that rotate around the classroom. One group is teacher led, the other is led the learning support assistant and the last group is an independent activity, by having the rotation system each group of children can experience three types of learning strategies that session. These groups consist of a guided reading session, a phonics session and a Welsh game for the independent group. The level of language skill and development is colour coded so that when children in that group have achieved the skill, they can move on to a different colour. The children do not move up a colour if they haven't got the understanding of the language, more teacher focus time may need to be given for the child/children to progress. Each session is broken down and put into steps of learning, once each task is complete rewards are given such as stickers on charts or jewels in the jar, being aware that all children learn in different ways and at different paces. This links in with the theory from Burrhus Skinner whose approach is called operant conditioning. "The way positive reinforcement is carried out is more important than the amount" Skinner  (how children learn page 43) .With this positive reinforcement it gives children a positive attitude toward learning the Welsh language. 


It's important that the staff delivering the group sessions are competent and confident in their Welsh language delivery, staff do teach the children the visible learning strategies designed by John Hattie, he states that “when teaching and learning are visible there is a greater likelihood of students reaching higher levels of achievement”.(the main idea 2012) and that’s its ok to be at the bottom of the learning pit, because you will learn and develop skill to climb out the pit, and you can learn from mistakes. 


















Conclusion
To conclude, the children of the primary school have a wide range of tools to help them develop the Welsh language, across all ages of the school. Opportunities are given for the children and their families to explore and embrace their heritage in many ways, this is certainly different from the late 19th century as mentioned in the rational. By developing the bilingual skills, it gives the children greater opportunities for progression through secondary school, and further career opportunities in later life becoming ethically informed citizens. Schools are sustaining the Welsh language by including it in the everyday curriculum across all the subjects, insuring children and families take part in as many celebration activities as possible to keep the culture alive. Unfortunately, due to the unprecedented times of covid19 that we are currently facing, Welsh celebrations were unable to go ahead due to being in a lockdown. Home learning was given to the children, but we found the parents had a lack of Welsh knowledge, so the progress of developing the language at home was of a poor standard. Children have not had the offsite visits they normally would have to explore the towns history; the Welsh ambassadors have not been able to walk around the school listening for Welsh phrases, rewarding children due to non-mixing of year group bubbles. This has had a negative effect on the development of the children's language as Welsh isn't being used as often as it was before lockdown.
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