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Introduction


What is digital identity?
Our digital identity is created the day we are born. Rooly (Eliezerov, 2018) has stated that in most countries ownership of your identity is turned over to a central authority the moment your life begins, when your parents register your birth. When you think about it the moment you are registered at birth our identity is handed over to our government, the government issue our birth certificate, our national insurance number, our passports, and drivers license. Whether we like it or not the government have more control over our digital identity than we realise, Rooly (Eliezerov, 2018) also goes on to explain that in the digital world, government, banks, healthcare organisations, and commercial entities, from phone companies to internet players such as Google and Facebook, perpetually collect, use, and share parts of your identity, for your benefit and for theirs. He goes on to explain the ubiquitous collection and sharing of people’s identity data, which often happens unbeknownst to them, has resulted in a fragmentation of their identities. 
Unfortunately, we have no idea where this data resides, also there is no knowing of whom has the rights to access it, store, use or even delete the data. We do not actually have control over our digital identity, and this can cause uncertainty, fear and mistrust within the digital world (Eliezerov, 2018).

Social Media
How we use social media can have an impact on either on your professional or personal life, this can be what, whom and how you share contents to your social media profile pages. If you share inappropriate contents on your social media, it might be accessible for anyone to see, this could be damaging if you are applying for a high-profile job.  Companies might not like the contents that you post on your social media accounts, although what might seem innocent to you, can go against you in the professional world and will make you appear to be unprofessional to the potential employer. Businesses like to maintain a professional look and need their employees to be and look professional too, after all their employees are the face of the business.
It is always best to think about what you post on your social media accounts, as we all know everything is easily accessible these days, once you post anything from photos to status updates, they will remain on the internet forever, even past posts. It is so easy to google a person and you will find either profile pictures or some posts from their past, if they are unsavoury posts they can come back to haunt you later on, especially if your potential employer is checking out your social media profile. Always think about how and what or whom you share your posts with. 

How did social media take off?
Back in 1997 the social media platform had started with Six Degrees (Hendricks, 2013) has said that this social platform had been able users to make a profile and also meet with other users. Then in 1999, the first blogging sites had become famous, this had then created a media sensation, which as we know are still immensely popular to this day. 
Social media exploded beyond belief after blogging sites, you had sites such as, MySpace and LinkedIn which were a massive trend and were very prominent in the early 2000s, there were sites such as Photobucket and Flickr which facilitated online photo sharing. 
YouTube launched in 2005 which had become another favourite way for people to share their experiences. These days people use YouTube to promote practically everything that you can think of, anything from self help videos, fitness and wellbeing, make-up tutorials to cutting hair, changing a car tyre to changing a battery, even businesses love to share their ideas on YouTube, as do many celebrities love posting their videos, for them it is a good way to sell products that they may be representing. 

Celebrities and Social Media
Celebrities love using social media to self-promote, over the years they have become wiser in how they use social media and will try not to make and faux pas as they may have done in the past. A lot of celebrities have learnt to use their social media accounts to raise money for charity and at the same time to promote their brand and products. 
As (Skager, 2012) has said in a blog, “celebrity self-promotion has become a regular part of our daily lives.” “Superstars from Kim Kardashian to Jessica Simpson promoting their latest products on Facebook or Instagram”.
(Skager, 2012) also says that “we have no doubt spotted these advertisements on our newsfeeds as we scroll through.” “We allow celebrity endorsements into our homes and influence our purchasing.”
It is harder for celebrities to use social media platforms once they make a mistake, an example being that Ashton Kutcher had made a comment about a baseball manager getting fired, Ashton was given a lot of grief by his fans, it was not until he actually looked into why the manager was fired that he had to apologise for his mistake. From that moment on Ashton handed over his social media accounts to his agents, this is so that in the future he will not make the same mistake as before. You will find that many celebrities allow their agents to look after their social media accounts, this is because they are either too busy or maybe scared that will make themselves look like fools. 


 
 
 

 
Michelle Obama – Former First Lady
Bio – 
Michelle Obama, born in January 1964 to African American parents on the South Side of Chicago, Illinois. She is a graduate of Princetown University and Harvard Law School. Before becoming the First Lady of the 44th president of U.S. Barack Obama, Michelle was a lawyer, Chicago city administrator, and a community-outreach worker.
From 2009 to 2017, Michelle was the first African American First Lady. Being the First Lady, Michelle focused her attention on social issues such as poverty, healthy living, and education.

Social Media Platforms: 
Michelle uses many social media platforms, Twitter, @MichelleObama, Instagram/Michelle Obama, SnapChat/MichelleObama. She is also on many other social media platforms, and also follow her on Facebook/Michelle Obama. 
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She has said herself that she uses social media “like a grown-up,” she commented, “how many kids do you know that the first thing that comes off the top of their head is the first thing they should express?” (White, 2018) It is like “take a minute, talk to your crew before you put that (out there) and then spell check and check grammar” Apparently, she had aimed at Donald Trump (White, 2018).

Michelle Obama uses social media in positive ways to, this is to help promote many of the causes that she supports, the four major initiatives: Reach higher, for teens pursuing higher learning; Let’s Move! To fight childhood obesity; Let Girls Learn, for educating women and girls around the world; and Joining Forces, for aiding veterans and their families. (Opam, 2016)



Michelle Obama has over 4 million followers on both Twitter and Instagram, she uses these two main platforms to help promote the four major initiatives, this helps to get her message out there, by using these two social platforms she is able to reach out to the hearts of millions of Americans in ways that the former First Ladies can only imagine. 

Michelle uses all of her social media platforms in a very positive way, with her social media platforms she, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, SnapChat and LinkedIn to to name a few, is able to promote many of the causes that she stands for. She love to get her message across through social media, this helps more as youngsters are listening to what she has to say, and wish to follow in her footsteps. One of the main causes is promoting adolescents to carrying on with their learning after high school, especially girls, not just in Amercia but around the world, especially in the third world countries.

Michelle Obama and Peace Corp have formed a powerful collaboration to expand access to education for adolescent girls around the world. They express that educating girls is essential to healthy and thriving communities but, globally barriers to adolescent girls completing school are particularly significant (n.d., n.d.). Reach Higher and Let Girls Learn are just two of many initiatives that are promoted on social media, Reach Higher is to inspire every student in America to take charge of their future by completing their education past high school.
 
Michelle loves to use social media in a very positive way, this helps to promote her causes that she stands for and charities that she helps. She has said it helps having two daughters espically on SnapChat and she does check up on what her daughters are doing and how they are using their social media, which any parents with children would do. 

Benedict Cumberbatch – Actor
Bio-
Benedict Cumberbatch was born in July 1976, to actors Timothy Carlton and Wanda Ventham. He had grown up in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. Although his parents were well-established actors, they had tried their best to steer him away from the profession. While at Harrow School, Benedict had become a member of The Rattigan Society, this was one of Harrow’s club for the dramatic arts. 
After leaving Harrow, Benedict had taken a gap year to volunteer as an English teacher in Darjeeling, India. After his gap year of teaching English in a Tibetan monastery, he then went on to study drama at the University of Manchester. He continued his career at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts, graduating with an MA in Classical Acting.
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Social Media Platforms:
None
Benedict Cumberbatch does not have any social media accounts, although we can see him on Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram. These are accounts that have been set up by his many adoring fans.
Benedict fans have set up a Twitter account as the following: 

BenedictCumber @cumberbitches (Benedict Cumberbatch Cumberbitches, 2010)
Benedict Cumberbatch @BenedictCumberB (BenedictCumberB, 2014)
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When interviewed, Benedict has said that he would be a disaster on the social media platform. 
“I cannot get involved in social media because, as they know, it would be a disaster. I cannot tweet to save my life”. He then goes on to say that he goes over his character limits and never makes sense. “It would just consume me, and I find that the whole thing ultimately very toxic. I would much rather spend my energy doing what brought me to their attention in the first place, which is my work.” (Warner, 2016)
So if he has a new movie or television show that is going to be hitting our screens, how does he plug them? If he had an Instagram or Facebook account, then surely could be sharing what he has been working on like many other celebrities who love to share their work with their fans, who love to be kept up to date with their favourite celebrities. 
Although he does not have any social media accounts, there are lots of Benedict Cumberbatch accounts that would make up the lack of his presence on social media platforms. Anything that Benedict is working whether that be a movie or television series, then it will appear on one of the accounts that have been set up by his devoted fans. 
[image: ] (BenedictCumberB, 2014)


Benedict Cumberbatch has made it very clear that he does not like social media, and if he has his way, he will not be using any social media platform in the future. Benedict is a private person, and wishes remain hidden away from the social media platforms. Any movies, play for television series that Benedict takes part in will be promoted through advertising, or through word of mouth, also through interviews, that is as far as he will go when is comes to social media. Like he has said in interviews, he does not want to bore his fans with random posts that will not be of interest to them, instead he would rather shy away from social media and allow his fans to post any news regarding movies.  

Pseudonymity

It is known as the state of being identified by a name, which is not a person's real name. Being pseudonymity in virtual communities means bearing a set of fabricated artificial or false distinctive characteristics, such as name and title are used for identification and to some degree, for the interaction of the person concerned.
Pseudonymity allows users to communicate with one and other in a generally anonymous way. Pseudonyms are typically chosen names. (Rouse, 2015)
Many people that like to use social media platforms under a pseudonym, especially on blogging site, this could be because of not wanting people to know who they really when writing a blog. How many on Facebook or Twitter are pseudonyms? Probably a lot more than we care to realise. 
On a blog site, discover magazine Razib Khan has written about Anonymity vs. Pseudonymity. It seems that many have been having a heated discussion on what they believe is the correct term. One blogger goes on to explain that they have worked many years as a system architect in computer security – he is saying that this argument will not go anywhere unless its basic terminology is precise. More specifically, two concepts are getting mixed up all the time: anonymity and pseudonymity. He goes on to explain that pseudonyms are stable, used by the same person(s) all the time.  They have internet credibility, even if the real name is not publicly known. Therefore even pseudonymous writers tend to behave civilly. “Anonymous” bloggers are, in fact, pseudonymous. (Khan, 2010)








Conclusion
Social media platforms can have an impact on how we use them and what we share. Some celebrities use their platforms very wisely and make it work for them and their brand. 
Celebrities have started using social media platforms to raise awareness for different causes, and they do this to raise money for their choosen charities and special causes. And then there a few that do not know how to use social media and make themselves look like fools, which does not help their fan base or their popularity for endorsements.  
You would be wise to be cautious when sharing anything on social media; what one might find funny could upset another, but, also you have to think about how you want to be seen as a person, it would be wise to think about what might be shared; once it is on the web it cannot be erased and could end being very damaging indeed to your career. To make sure that what you share is safe, it is wise to check what your settings are on your social media accounts, if there are things that you do not wish for people to see, then it would be suggested that you review the settings before sharing, or better still not upload in the first place. At the end of the day we are only human and mistakes are made and hopefully we learn by these mistakes, unfortunately when it comes to the digital world, those mistakes will be there for the world to see and will remain on the web indefinitely. 
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