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A semiotic analysis

Around the globe there are different signs, symbols and languages. Some of these ways of thinking represent different meanings around the globe; however, signs and symbols have a unique way of describing the world around them. “If the new language of images were used differently, it would, through its use, confer a new kind of power” Ways of Seeing (John Berger, pg.33, 1972). Signs and symbols don’t have to be literal either, they can be as simple as a colour, the colour red signifies alert, fire and stop to western prospective portraying it a negative colour however, in China red represents joy and luck. Some Chinese brides where red for their wedding to ward off evil. Therefore, signs and symbols are – by their nature – useless without interpretation and this is how semiotic analysis is used, to analyse different meanings within a representation. Signs and symbols come in many forms and can be as simple as understanding a road sign, or as complex as giving meaning to something supposedly meaningless.
For example, 4:33 (John Cage, 1952) a famous for having no musical elements symbolising silence however the semiotics in the piece could represent vast quantities of sound from feedback the speakers, people in the audience, coughing and shuffling. And as it’s in a large space the acoustics allow the smallest of sounds to be heard in full majesty. 
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The shown image is of an elephant, bound by the leg, unable to live its potential life in the wild. The semiotics here display many possible scenarios for why this creature must live a life outside of the wild. One perception of this photo would be that this elephant has been tied to a rope from being an infant, unable to break free from the rope, it has all but given up hope now it’s fully grown and is now accustom to life with the rope. This can relate to The Allegory of the cave (Plato, 360 BC) where subjects are shackled together and just shown one reality unawares to the completely different world behind them. The main difference being that the Elephant has an ability to see this different world however it chooses to not because of the symbolic value that the rope demonstrates. The actual use for the rope is pointless but the symbolic value of the rope is much greater for both the Elephant and its captives. 
However, this Elephant could be someone’s lively hood. The Elephant could also not have been there from birth therefore it would be there out of choice which gives the image a symbolism of wholesomeness. But our hyper normalisation of seeing large animals kept captive is horrendous. All animals are stuck in this captive culture that humans have created, “people will come to love their oppression, to adore the technologies that undo their capacities to think.” Amusing ourselves to Death (Neil Postman, pg.3, 1985) this has been the case for animals for centuries. Humans have made it so animals think they need us for food and shelter or that they cannot escape like The Elephant. This image, in my opinion, is a metonym for self-belief, this creature possesses so much power but doesn’t not believe it and therefore is still a captive of its own doing.
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Manifestoes
1) Everyone should take regular breaks to avoid mental issues. 
2) There should never be condescending statements when creating music. Only useful feedback. 
3) Musicians should be accepting of everyone and their cultures within music.
4) Musicians should be promoted fairly with corresponding name wrights and copyright.
5) All genres are relevant in a creative practice.
6) Will not accept people coming merely for personal gain and refusing to integrate into the music community.
7) Outside of the studio sessions to help with chemistry and stress relief. 
8) Find a role for everyone involved to create a working creative assembly line.
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I believe that a musician's vision can be warped due to stress, exhaustion, anxiety and depression. Depression has to be maintained, 
”Canst thou not minister to a mind diseas'd, Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow, Raze out the written troubles of the brain” Macbeth (William Shakespeare, Scene III, 1606)
 these powerful words describe a man who has become depressed from his partner’s depression because there is nothing he can do to ease her pain. Depression and anxiety can be caught from others and without attention can spread. Therefore, I believe that when producing, musicians should take breaks from 15 up to 30 minutes every 1 to 2 hours. This is not mandatory as everyone works at different paces, breaks when they’re not needed can be extremely harmful to work rate and quality. Though it may be perceived that taking breaks whenever they can, is positive but it is not. Anything that effects the work rate must be discussed with in the group to see whether a break is necessary. This can create friction, but if handled in a professional matter with the upmost respect to each other, then this interdisciplinary rule will be effective in decreasing emotional outbursts and producing an overall positive effect on all aspects of the creative work.

 Music is a community, helping others and getting taught useful information and along with having no judgement on people’s skill levels. However, there are exceptions as creatives can be offended. If someone uses comical comments to belittle someone can be seen both good and bad. Comments that can be perceived as hurtful to one person may considered harmless fun to another, but no one can live without hurtful comments made towards them. Therefore, sarcasm is the fruit of the respected teacher, 
“What I claim is to live to the full the contradiction of my time, which may well make sarcasm the condition of truth” Mythologies (Roland Barthes, p.11, 1957).
 Eventually this will create problems within the music community by people being offend by certain comments and it would be our job to teach that individual about what’s amusing and what is an attack on your persons. This is a lesson that needs to be taught throughout life, no one will ever live without the feeling of being marginalised and therefore learning how to shield yourself from words is vital.

Anyone that wants to join a creative practice will be regarded as part of the musical community and will be helped to build as musician’s and expand their ways of perceiving the world through its sonic properties. Anyone only focused about their own work will be disregarded as part of the community as music is all about love and comradery. Because when there is no willingness to learn, key knowledge is missed on describing how and what is heard. Music’s vocabulary is vast and words that have different meanings to describe sound. Dirty is considered negative however, in music dirty can be used as a positive word. Therefore, it is futile joining a creative practice if you’re not prepared to forget what you know. 
“Time changes all things; there is no reason why language should escape this universal law” Course in General Linguistics (Ferdinand de Daussure, p77, 1916).
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Reflective Writing

This image is of a single’s cover, ‘I want to break free’. This song written by Queen’s John Deacon in 1984 at the peak of their musical success and is about being in love and wanting to pursue love. However, the song was considered largely controversial in the U.S and not for its lyrics but it’s video. The video is a spoof of Coronation Street, Queen cross dress to play the roles of females in Coronation Street. This idea was thought up by Queen’s Roger Taylor’s partner - at the time, he said in an interview with Q Magazine in 
“we had done some really serious, epic videos in the past, and we just thought we’d have some fun.” (Roger Taylor, 2011)
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Freddie received the blame for this controversy by homophobes around the world even though Freddie had no desire to cross dress. For example, 
“the British press reported that the gag upset many audience members” (https://www.queenlive.ca/queen/85-01-12.htm)
in Rio De Janeiro, 1985, Freddie Mercury had stones thrown at him because of his cross dressing. Once he’d removed his fake breasts and hair the crowd settled.
However, this got taken the other way also, many members of the LGBT saw this video and felt like it was standing you for social oppression. Even in more recent times this message still comes forth when people hear the song,
“He dreams of a world where gender and sexuality are not limitations, where people are ‘free’ to be who they want to be.” (https://www.thegryphon.co.uk/2016/02/12/i-want-to-break-free/).
Freddie did not write the song therefore any homosexual messages taken from it by their very nature are bound to be wrong.
When I first experienced, I Want to Break Free it - musically - wdidn’t simulate me and I had no opinion of the video as I was naive and didn’t understand cross dressing. Listening to it at a more mature age I understood why Queen might cross dress to support their Bisexual member. I thought that did this to support him during his battle with AIDS keeping it a secret to the world until the day before he died. This gave me an understanding of comradery in music and how important it is to support each other in times of need. But upon reading further information of this piece I have found out that they didn’t know about his illness when creating it the message I took from it was incorrect. 
 What the song has taught me is that audiences will make their own assumptions on your own work even if you’ve given them a reason to what you’re doing. Creating what makes you happy in your work and that’s how good work is created. If Queen wrote a song about oppression and gender identity it would have been completely different to ‘I want to break free’. Therefore, I have concluded that creating art can have meaning even if it’s meaningless. There is no right or wrong answer because it’s how you can interpret art that can make it controversial, ground-breaking, happy or sad.
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