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In this analysis of the battle of Badr, a detailed approach has to be taken to look at all aspects of the battle, which includes a brief summary of the events leading up to the battle, to give the reader a better overview of why the battle came to be; putting emphasis on Muhammad and Abu Sufyan’s relationship to each other and the strategies they had taken before and during the account of Badr. Before this can be correlated into the narrative, research into their lives has to be obtained by using multiple sources; the sources come from online articles and books that have been recently obtained. Also being looked at are online scholars and their thoughts and approaches to the interpretation of the Holy Scriptures.  As there are limited resources available to be able to come up with a narrative, certain areas may not be presented to their full potential.  Therefore, this tends to be a more up to date approach to the analysis of the battle. 

Islam seems to be one of the most important religious and ideological religions in the world with a strong political and military force, but we are taught little about the religion, whether that is in schools, universities, or in the West in general, by what see and perceive on television or in the media. People in general know more about the stories of Jesus Christ than Muhammad himself. Over one and a half billion people around the world preach Islam - that’s nearly a fifth of the world’s population (Huda, 2018).

The Arabian Peninsula is where Muhammad lived and is situated South West of the Sassanid Empire and South East of the Byzantine Empire, surrounded by oasis and natural occurring springs was a place where, unlike today where you would have mixed identities from around the world for example Russian, Australian and American - in the days of Muhammed your identity was determined by the tribe in which you belonged to and who also gave you protection. The areas around Mecca and Medina had many tribes and settlements, where different tribes would worship idols that they thought would give their tribe individual protection (Mingren 2019). 

[bookmark: _Hlk56783010]The first thing that needs to be assessed is why the battle of Badr had taken place, and who were the orchestrators at this time (Shaikh, 2017)?  The Battle of Badr was a confrontation between two tribes, the Muslims and the Quraysh, the Muslims’ commander was led by the Prophet Muhammad and the Quraysh Caravan was led by Abu Sufyan, cousin to the Prophet and once was his foster brother (Shaikh, 2017).  This was not just a war of religion but one of freedom from persecution and oppression, as for many years the Quraysh’s treatment of their own was barbaric (Shaikh, 2017). But also, the Muslims, led by Muhammad had seen the Quraysh’s treatment of the prophet and this sparked a catalyst which eventually sparked outrage - their focus was to annihilate the leaders of the opposition (Shaikh, 2017). The Quraysh’s power was not only in their people and leaders in authority, but their influence was also widely regarded in their financial capacity i.e. they could afford to buy weapons and be able to obtain a larger army by using their bartering skills to line the pockets of other tribes, this gave them an advantage over other formidable forces throughout the lands (Shaikh, 2017).  

[bookmark: _Hlk56787644][bookmark: _Hlk56788396][bookmark: _Hlk56789152]“Unto those who are attacked permission to fight is given unto those who fight because they have been wronged; and god is able to give them victory. Those who have been driven from their homes unjustly, for no cause other than for their saying: Our lord is God” (Lings, 1983, p.135).  This revelation was sent down from God to the Prophet Muhammad at the time he reached Medina, and as it stresses in this verse God is giving the prophet Muhammad his holy command to fight the disbelievers, not because they do not believe, but it is portrayed that because they have done wrong to you - so you shall fight back and God will proclaim victory to those who fight the Quraysh (Lings, 1983, p.135). It seems that the reason for the conflict in the first place was to do with the persecution of Muhammad and his followers, due to their religious beliefs and for segregating themselves from their traditional belief system and way of life that they had been a part of for many years. When he received his divine message from God, he was then compelled to seek out punishment for those who not just made their lives hell but to create a holy war against the non-believers (Lings, 1983, p.135).    

In the months leading up to the battle, raiding parties would be sent out by the order of Muhammad to capture and plunder the caravans that where heading to and from Syria, as the Quraysh had done previously to Muhammad and his followers, to interrupt the trade routes that the people of Quraysh relied upon for their way of life (Lings, 1983, p.135). The raids had taken place at certain times of the year, this was obviously a massive disadvantage to the Quraysh, as Muhammed and his people were at that city for most of their lives and some very well respected in trade and trade routes so it seems they knew when to raid and when to not (Lings, 1983, p.135).  

[bookmark: _Hlk56790601]After months of raids and dealings with different tribes, it now seemed that tensions where brewing and that war was upon the Quraysh (Lings, 1983, p.136). As they were in the sacred month of Rajab, a caravan of merchants had been noticed by Abd Allah and his party of plunderers.  On further inspection of the caravan they noticed that two of the party were well known to them as malicious people who had been known to be opposed to the ideas of Islam with their venomous tongues (Lings, 1983, p.136). Even though Abd Allah and his companions knew that they could possibly be committing a great violation against God in this holy time, they went ahead and killed a man, and captured another bringing them back to the city of Medina - not knowing of what lay ahead for them (Lings, 1983, p.136).  

When they arrived at Mecca, they divided the spoils, and kept a certain percentage aside for the prophet, but this seemed to have been a bad move by Abd Allah and his party, as Muhammad did not give permission for anyone to fight or kill in such a holy month. And when the Quraysh heard what had happened, they did not resist in taking the news as far as they could to paint the prophet Muhammad in such a bad light that people would think he was guilty of doing blasphemy. But an exception was given to Abd Allah and his colleagues and they were not punished (Lings, 1983, p.136). 

[bookmark: _Hlk56793872]The prophet Muhammad had learnt of Abu Sufyan’s caravan going northwards towards the town of Syria, but by the time the prophet had got there Abu Sufyan had heard of this news and he had taken another path and fled to avoid interaction. When the prophet Muhammad anticipated the return of Abu Sufyan’s caravan, in the month of the holy Ramadan, he sent numerous spies to locate the caravan and to get an approximate location (Salabi, 2020). The spies returned to inform the prophet Muhammad about the caravan led by Abu Sufyan, telling him that there were around a thousand camels returning - which is said to be one of the largest caravans known to the Quraysh in their history (Salabi, 2020). It seems that Abu Sufyan had taken extra measures when returning with his caravan, by sending out his own spies, to locate his opponents’ spies, but he quickly learnt that he was being watched and while in a state of panic, he hires a local guide to get himself and his caravan to safety taking an unknown route that only the guide would know (Salabi, 2020). Heading down the coastal path, Abu Sufyan managed to avoid an attack, passing by cites on his way back home, but before he got there, he sent his fastest rider to Makkah to get reinforcements and to tell the Quraysh if they do not help, then their caravan will be taken from them. Below is a map of the route both the Quraysh and the Muslims would have taken, and also the route that Abu Sufyan’s caravan showing where they would have taken the coastal route to avoid the Muslims (Salabi, 2020).
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Battle of Badr maps (Fabiano, 2010)
[bookmark: _Hlk56794334]When the rider had arrived at Makkah in a state of panic, the Quraysh immediately brought together the council to decide the fate of Abu Sufyan’s caravan, but after the debate had come to an end the council agreed that something has to be done, they agreed to send an army to protect the caravan as it seemed they were not only worried about what the rider had said to them, but they also had to protect their investments as trade was their livelihoods, and without question the reinforcements had to be sanctioned and an army sent out to face the Muslims (Salabi, 2020).  When the Muslims left Medina, they had no idea what they were about to encounter. Looking at this now from a different perspective, the Muslims, who were totally unaware of an invading army, might have assumed that they would be victorious in defeating and capturing Abu Sufyan and his caravan, with no questionable doubt in their minds that this would be a quick and swift battle (Salabi, 2020). But assuming this was Muhammad’s downfall, little did he know that his army would be outnumbered, only by speaking to travellers in the desert did rumours start spreading throughout the ranks of an invading force leaving the city of Makkah (Salabi, 2020).


[bookmark: _Hlk56795437][bookmark: _Hlk56797657]Eventually both the Muslims from Medina and the pagans from Makkah meet at Badr, outnumbered by camel, horse, sword, and man the battle was ready to take place, but Muhammad seemed to delegate his followers in rank like a soldier in the military would do today (Lings, 1985). So, Muhammad then sent out Hamzah to fight against one of the opponents Asward, and Hamzarh stuck him down and killed him (Lings, 1985). Then challengers from the Quraysh decided to have a three on three single combat dual, this showed courage and honour among them. But to the amazement of the Quraysh all three of their high-ranking comrades where struck down (Lings, 1985). This must have been a devasting blow to the army that outnumbered the Muslims three to one, seeing that their noblest of men had been killed so easily (Lings, 1985).   So as the battle was happening, the Muslims noticed that the prophet Muhammad was the closest to the Quraysh in battle, striving forward in his holy crusade to defeat the Quraysh, eventually the enemy of the Muslims had started to flee in fear of defeat (Lings, 1985).  In battles that take place all through history, when the leaders, commanders and generals fall, there are only soldiers left, and with no leadership there would be nothing left to do but run away (Lings, 1985).  After the battle had taken place there was said to be around fifty Quraysh who had been captured by Muhammad and his army, but they where not killed, instead they where offered a choice, for those of them who where literate they where given a task, if they could teach ten Muslims how to read and write, their lives would be spared and they would be free (Khia, 2019). This seems to give a great notion of etiquette around war which is sparsely seen in in battles across history, to be given the choice of education in a period of fifteen hundred years ago.  But not all had the ability to teach others to read and write, instead they were offered a deal - if they were to pay a ransom, they would be freed and that ransom would then be distributed to the poor and the needy, and also to the women of medina who had lost loved ones (Khia, 2019).  

The battle of Badr seemed decisive in asserting the Muslims in the Arabian Peninsula, and for the Quraysh and all of the tribes around that time, they seemed then to acknowledge Muhammad as one of the most important people in the regions, but it seems not just Muhammad was victorious as after Abu Sufyan’s conversion, he was said to have been a big part of the Muslim community, also protecting the Muslim faith from non-believers. The battle of Badr seems to echo through history with a powerful message of, no matter how challenging life is and the hurdles we face and the fights we try to overcome, victory is possible for those who put their faith in God and themselves. “And [remember] when Satan made their deeds pleasing to them and said, “No one can overcome you today from among the people, and indeed, I am your protector.” But when the two armies sighted each other, he turned on his heels and said, “Indeed, I am disassociated from you. Indeed, I see what you do not see; indeed, I fear Allah. And Allah is severe in penalty” (Onepath, 2017).
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