Appendix 1

OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 9:30, year 4 class


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
· Literacy
· Lesson about inferences
· Sat on 5 tables
· Split into abilities, more able at the back
· Writing their ideas on whiteboards
· Most, very engaged and participating.
· 10 different nationalities


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Lots of children have their hands up to read the next success criteria, the teacher gives one child a dojo for just putting up her hand.
· Why does the teacher do this?
· Are dojos beneficial for students?
· Why did he not award anyone else?

Teacher uses a lot of positive reinforcement.
· What are the benefits of this?


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Reward systems and positive reinforcement. Should we be using them? Why? Do they help the learner progress in any way? Is there a better alternative?
· Motivations and influential factors for putting hands up. Why do some students not participate? Shy? Lazy? Lack of understanding?


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· Class vs teacher for dojo points
· Child with a visual impairment at the front of the class uses a Prodigi magnifier to still participate independently.
· More able are at the back. 
· Teacher is very clear with directions and gets children to read out every success criteria.








