An Indepth analysis of the use of storytelling to enhance language and literacy in the early years, and the benefits of digital media compared to traditional storytelling. 
This article is intended to discuss the importance of storytelling to support children in their early years with essential language and literacy skills, and what practitioners and parents can do to promote development of oracy and writing. within this article, there will be a close reference to ‘the Gruffalo’ by Julia Mcdonald and Axel Sheffler and an in-depth discussion of 3 aspects of storytelling techniques used in the story and analyising the importance and effectiveness of these techniques in engaging listeners and benefitting language acquisition. The 3 techniques I will discuss are rhyme, repetition and the use of strong characters. To finalise I will discuss the development of digital literacy and compare the use of digital storytelling and traditional storytelling.  
NHS (No date) Says 90% of a childs brain growth happens by the age of 5. Stanford medicine (2025) highlight some age appropriate speech and language milestones for this age. They state that by the age of 5 children can engage in conversation, understand rhyming and use imagination to create stories. The national institute of deafness and other communication disorders (NIDCD, 2022) emphasises that early years are the critical period for speech and language development. Development in these areas are best in environments rich with sounds, sights and regular exposure to the speech and language of others. This highlights a strong connection with regularly telling stories to help language development during early years. Kim (1999) highlights that Story telling has emerged as as a key cognitive skill of intellectual development. Honig (n.d.) says that storytelling enhances linguistic abilities, instructs on narrative structure, and develops reading comprehension and writing proficiency. According to Estyn (2021), childcare facilities in Wales understand the value of literacy-based activities like storytelling in fostering children's writing, reading, and oracy skills.  Collier (2019) says there are several advantages to storytelling for children's language and literacy development.
Studies indicate that auditory storytelling enhances recall and comprehension. For babies, books are chewed smelled and touched but they are still more than beneficial as they help to develop imagination and curiosity, as well as opportunities for interaction. Crawford et al. (2024) states that simple lines bold patterns are easiest for babies to see and that they are able to tell the difference between light and dark. Scottish book trust (2020) States that picture and black and white books help babies to associate simple words with the pictures, leading to broadened horizons through sensory pleasure. 
Telling stories and singing songs to your baby during pregnancy also has many benefits. The accelerated cerebral growth during this period results in the formation of new neural connections, prompted by experiences such as auditory stimuli and vocalisations. The auditory stimuli that your infant frequently encounters are being ingrained in the brain's neural architecture (Porteus, n.d.). These voices will then be recognised after birth and have positive connections between mother and baby causing strong relationships. In some instances, infants learn new words and grasp their meanings at an early age (firstcry parenting, n.d). 

Viechu and Romaniuc (2023)  argues  that books and fairytales are unrealistic and cause unrealistic expectations for children and can often be frightening or Stereotypical, however, O' keef (2023) disagreed and states the many benefits of storytelling for Children aged between 0-7 Some of which include :
· Improving literacy and listening skills.
· Enhances creativity.
· Encourages engagement with the wider world. 
· Promotes social- emotional learning. 

Shedlock (1917:9) says “storytelling is almost the oldest art in the world- the first conscious form of literary communication” it has a multitude of befits not only for language and oracy but as stated by the British Council (n.d), storytelling helps enhance intercultural understanding, promoting wellbeing and relaxation and increases children’s resilience and willingness to communicate thoughts and feelings Vallejo (2015) says storytelling allows emotions to be understood in safe, controlled ways. Through conflicts and scenarios from books, children learn how to overcome situations by critical thinking. Characters often face challenging scenarios like ships being wrecked or houses falling down, however, by seeing the characters cope with difficulties they learn difference coping mechanisms and resilience by being inspired by the bravery and emotional strength of positive role models to adapt similar traits to their real life situations (Allen,2024). 

Tophat (n.d) explains that digital media refers to stories presented in compelling, more interactive formats. It can use a range of hyper texts, web based stories and interactive stories. Using digital storytelling in the classroom can improve learning outcomes and processes, boost motivation and engagement, improve digital literacy, and foster technological proficiency. According to Alismail (2015), digital storytelling technologies give students the chance to engage and participate in class while learning new skills.
Digital media allows storybooks to come to live with moving images and talking characters, sound effects and so much more which allows children to have a real life feeling of what is happening in the story. Additionally, Hung et al. (2012) discovered that digital storytelling-based teaching methods enhanced primary-aged students' motivation and problem-solving skills. 

For this analysis I read the gruffalo story book in a traditional form of reading the book and asking questions directed to the children to encourage engagement, I then created my own digital version of the story using digital media and resources to make the story more interactive and engaging for the children to compare the two methods and identify which is the most effective method. 

Traditional storytelling is the art of delivering a predetermined narrative to an audience, where the storyteller uses varied vocal tones, physical gestures, and facial expressions to stimulate reactions and encourage participation (FutureLearn, n.d). Digital storytelling is a modern narrative practice that uses digital multimedia tools to craft and share stories in innovative ways. It combines various elements—such as text, images, audio, video, and interactive features—to create engaging, immersive experiences that can be accessed and shared across digital platforms. This approach not only enhances traditional storytelling techniques by integrating multiple media forms but also allows for greater audience interaction and participation. For example, digital stories may be presented as web documentaries, interactive websites, or social media narratives, often enabling viewers to explore the content in non-linear ways (FutureLearn, n.d.).
In addition, digital storytelling can serve as a powerful medium for personal expression and community engagement. As noted by Lambert (2006), it provides a means for individuals and communities to capture lived experiences and share them with a broader audience, thereby fostering connection and dialogue in a digital environment.

I chose the gruffalo book at it has rhyming, powerful characters and repetition. These 3 techniques are vital for children’s storybooks as they make the book fun and more engaging for the children which in turn allows them to learn. 
Rhyme is one of the most potent components of children's literature Rhyme offers several developmental advantages for infants in addition to being entertaining and captivating (Bazza Koala, 2023).
Additionally, rhyme aids in children's literacy development by teaching them word patterns, syllables, and sounds. Additionally, it aids in the development of children's phonological awareness, which is the capacity to perceive and modify word sounds.

Kuppen (2018) explains that these three strategies are essential for children's books because they help the kids enjoy and become more involved with the book, which helps them learn. One of the most powerful elements of children's literature is rhyme. Rhyming structure allows kids to more naturally learn about word families and begin to create a mental library of sounds. Felt (2019) agrees that rhyming in books is beneficial for children when stating, Rhyming helps children develop the skill to decompose words into smaller components and reconstruct them, much like assembling puzzle pieces. This enjoyable activity offers an engaging and lasting reading experience. Additionally, it plays a crucial role in enhancing early literacy skills, such as phonemic awareness and reading fluency. Learning to rhyme enables children to break words into smaller, manageable pieces—much like assembling a puzzle—and then combine them. This fun and engaging activity not only makes reading memorable but also supports the development of essential early literacy skills, such as phonemic awareness and fluency.
The second technique from the Gruffalo book is the use of rhyming,  Gannon(2009) says Repetition is a common element in children's literature, providing a clear structure for young readers and aiding in memory retention. It introduces rhythm and a sense of ritual, making even basic verbal patterns more captivating. Repetition also creates a sense of anticipation, offering pleasure through extended suspense and delayed rewards for even the youngest listeners. It also contributes to the reinforcement of new vocabulary from the repeated content. Additionally, the engaging and playful nature of rhyming keeps children motivated to interact with the text, laying a solid foundation for both reading and writing development (Kuppen, 2018). Lastly, the use of powerful characters in the storybook is an important storytelling technique. Powerful characters play a crucial role in children’s storybooks by captivating young readers and imparting important life lessons. In stories like *The Gruffalo* by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler, characters like the Gruffalo and the clever mouse engage children through their distinct personalities and actions. These characters not only drive the narrative but also teach key values such as bravery, cunning, and resilience. According to Kuppen (2018), strong characters help children connect emotionally to the story, fostering empathy and encouraging them to reflect on their own behaviors. In *The Gruffalo*, the mouse’s resourcefulness in outsmarting the larger creatures conveys the message that intelligence and confidence can help overcome obstacles, a lesson that resonates with young readers (Donaldson and Scheffler, 1999). Furthermore, powerful characters establish a sense of security and support in early literacy by giving children relatable figures to root for, promoting their engagement with the text (Gannon, 2009). 

I used canvas to create my video storybook of the gruffalo, I was able to obtain images and moving images as well as videos from their app as stock media. However, I also used chat GPT to create some of my images. My video included moving images, for example I had a moving image of a fox, this made it more realistic for the views to visualise what was being read to them in the story. 
The purpose of using digital media to create my story was to have a more realistic experience for the views to better understand the story being red and make it more life like as if they were experiencing it first hand. I also incorporated sound effects to my video for the children to understand what sounds the different animals make
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