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AIM(S)
* To introduce students to the importance of the cultural contexts of literary production.
* To introduce students to the inter-relationship between history and literature.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:
* demonstrate a basic understanding and knowledge of a range of literary texts; 
* demonstrate a basic understanding of the relationships between a particular period and a range of its texts;
* demonstrate a basic understanding of some of the ways in which the meanings of those texts have altered over time;
* demonstrate a basic understanding of some aspects of the relationship between cultural contexts and literary production;
* display competence in using the scholarly conventions in the presentation and documentation of assessment. 
CONTENT
This module will introduce students to the study of literature at a higher education level, and its particular focus will be on the relationship(s) between texts and different kinds of historical and/or cultural context. 

Lectures and seminars will pay particular attention to all or some of the following:
* what a reader might bring to a text to be able to make sense of it; 
* the historical context(s) of the chosen texts;
* ways in which texts reflect their cultural and historical context;
* ways of understanding the inter-relationship(s) between texts and (historical) context;
* the shifting meanings read into texts across time.

In any given year the focus of the module will vary both in terms of the historical period(s) focused upon, and the selection of texts within that period; but a range of representative genres will always be considered. 
ASSESSMENT
Coursework 		 50%
One Assignment (2500 words)
Timed Essay 50%
One 11/2 hr timed essay.
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