




Introduction
This essay will be comparing the different definitions used in society of the word ‘Terrorism’ and how each definition is biased when applying them to different terrorist organisations regarding their ideology, structure and methods. It will also be discussing the implications of the definitions and how they lack consensus when used in the public sector when defining terrorism. The comparison of the definitions from the Terrorism Act 2000 & Lord Carlile will be analysed to Cooper's 2001 definition. Following on from the comparison of the definitions and their critiques, it will also look at analysing the understanding of policing within terrorism. Throughout the analysis of definitions, this essay will be looking at Al Qaeda and how different acts of terrorism classify as terrorism, and some do not. Furthermore, the following will identify how each group links to the definitions and how they differ.

“Terrorism” is a word that everyone fears and hates as it has impacted the world publicly and politically due to the violent actions undertaken against innocent civilians. Our society defines terrorism as they see it through means of social media but what is terrorism? Defining terrorism can be difficult when giving it a broad definition, as there is no overall description of its meaning and motive. In the Terrorism Act (2000), it suggests terrorism is ‘the use or threat of action where the involvement of serious violence against another, serious property damage, endangers someone’s life, creates serious risks to the public and the interruption and tamper with electronic systems are used to cause harm to the public’ (Terrorism Act 2000). Lord Carlile suggests the definition of terrorism is ‘the use of violence for political ends and includes any use of violence to put the public or any section of the public in fear” which was in the Temporary Provisions Act 1989 (Lord Carlile, 2007). Although, critics have suggested that Lord Carlile's definition of terrorism has major drawbacks regarding being ‘too broad’ (Lord Carlile, 2007).
These definitions from the Terrorism Act 2000 & Lord Carlile (2007) are similar in comparison to the definition of Cooper (2001) as they both suggest anyone who puts the public at risk, puts organisations at risk and puts fear in the face of the public is classed as terrorism.

In the quote, George Bush stated “We’re acting against evil people. Because this great nation of many religions understands, our war is not against Islam, or the faith practised by the Muslim people. Our war is a war against evil’ (The White House, n.d.). Following the events of 9/11, Bush later states “Our war on terror begins with al Qaeda, but it does not end there. It will not end until every terrorist group of global reach has been found, stopped, and defeated” (Bush, 2001). These quotes suggest George Bush has the motive to eliminate all groups associated with terrorist groups, he mentions every nation has a decision to make, nations are either joining in the fight to eliminate terrorist organisations or they’re with the terrorists. Bush's quote war against evil applies to the definitions of Bush's perspective of ending the war on terrorism is controversial as some nations won’t want to get involved in a global war against terrorist organisations for the sake of keeping their nations safe. His motive could be to encourage and promote his statement to gain a gathering in fighting with the United States. The Bush quote suggests that all terror groups or anyone associated with the group should be abolished, whoever refuses to support any country that is targeted by a terror attack is with the terrorists. This quote impacts the globe massively in believing that the actions taken by Al- Qaeda should be acted upon and anyone who stays on the side-lines should realise that it will be a global issue if not acted upon by nations coming together. 

A quote from former secretary Colin Powell states “In this global campaign against terrorism, no country has the luxury of remaining on the side-lines. There are no side-lines. Terrorists respect no limits, geographic or morals. The frontlines are everywhere, and the stakes are high. Terrorism not only kills people. It also threatens democratic institutions, undermines economies and destabilizes regions” Tilley, C. (2004) “Terror, Terrorism, Terrorists” Sociological Theory, 22(1), 5-13. This quote must be the strongest quote to terrorism as it suggests, those who do not help and act against terrorist activity are vulnerable to being a suitable target for terror attacks. This quote of Tilley, C. (2004) also links in with Cooper (2001) & Lord Carlile (2007) as they both define terrorism as threats to democratic institutions, the fear of public safety being at risk and the destabilization of religions within society. George Bush's statement also applies to Tilley, C. (2004) as Bush's quote ‘our war is not against Islam’ suggests society is protected by the characteristics such as race and ethnicity.
In the book Constructions of Terrorism (2017), Lisa Stampnitzky states that “neither experts, nor politicians, nor lay public can define terrorism” as there is no agreement amongst these parties to agree what it means (Stampnitzky et al., 2017, pp.11-20). This is argued as they differentiate different acts taken in society and the debate to identify different acts as terrorism. Stampnitzky's (2017) statement also suggests that society defines terrorism differently based on how to differentiate terrorism from non-terror activity (Stampnitzky et al., 2017, pp.11). Although Lisa’s statement could be argued with Cooper's (2001) statement as Cooper describes “intentional generation of massive fear by human beings” indicates any fear to the public would classify as terrorism. Although in the book The Trouble with Terrorism (2018), Verena Erlenbusch argues that different actions undertaken by terrorists and motive groups such as militants for killing can be classed as terrorism. Whittaker (2004) concentrates on ‘civilians’ or ‘non-combatants’ targets regarding terrorism as he describes how the innocent are affected. In comparison with Erlenbusch & Whittaker's statement, it suggests militant personnel fighting against Islamic fighters could be a form of terrorism in the eyes of the Islamic non-fighters. 


Having established a motive, Great Britain’s Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock states that “what looks, smells and kills like terrorism, is terrorism” (Relief Web, 2021). This quote from Greenstock suggests anything that has the motive of killing like terrorism with the motive of Cooper's (2001) quote of ‘causing mass fear by human beings, is simply a terrorist regardless of religion and race (Erlenbusch-Anderson, 2018). Stampnitzky mentions that some terrorism incidents are not classed as terrorist attacks where the gun law in the United States promotes means of terrorism where mass shootings and rampage killings are someone’s motive to inflict and cause pain to the public. This contradicts the United Kingdom’s Legislation on terrorism as they classify it as ‘any action of threat and fear to the public. 





One incident in the United Kingdom that is classed as a terror attack was Manchester Bombing (2017), where an Islamic extremist detonated a shrapnel bomb, killing 23 and injuring 1,017 (Pidd, 2022). This incident clarifies Cooper's (2001) definition &, Bush's (2001) statement that the incident sets a bad representation of the Islamic community which was to cause ‘massive fear by human beings’ (Cooper, 2001) & ‘our war is not against Islam’ (Bush, 2001). Bush's statement protects the characteristics against ethnicity and race as statistics suggest there was an increase of hate race crime by 48% following the Manchester Bombing (2017) (Victim Support, 2017). One incident in the United States that isn’t classed as a terror attack is the Columbine High School shooting, where 11 people died (Keneally, 2019). This incident again clarifies Cooper (2001) that the motive is to cause “mass fear by human beings” but US statistics in 2020 suggest that 45,000 Americans died as a result of shootings (BBC NEWS, 2018). Linking these statistics back to the United States in some cases promoting the use of a gun by promoting self and property protection but are not classing their mass shootings of innocent civilians as a ‘terror attack’. Other organisations such as the Prevention Institute campaign in reducing the imminent risk of lethality with guns by reducing the number of people who have access to guns (Prevention Institute, n.d.) The comparison between the two incidents shows that all terrorist mass attacks aren’t classed in the US compared to the UK as a result of legalising guns to civilians and having a self-defence system to use reasonable force if someone feels like property or self is at risk under Morrison v. State, 371 S.W.2d 441 (Tenn.1963) (Lawshelf.com, n.d.). This contradicts Cooper's (2001) definition of terrorism as Tenn's (1963) incident can be defined as a lone wolf terror attack in the eyes of the Terrorism Act 2000 Legislation of the United Kingdom. These incidents both have the motive to cause ‘mass fear’ within the eyes of the public but one promotes it by allowing civilians to have a gun which has resulted in mass shootings in the US being normalised and not categorised as terrorism. 





The notorious organisation that was known for the 9/11 incident was Al-Qaeda. Osama Bin Laden is a name familiar to the world known for his mass destruction and bloodshed, he is the individual who formed a small formal group known as Al- Qaeda (Arabic for “the base”), (Anti-Defamation League, 2017). Osama Bin Laden formed the group for Muslims in the 1980s fighting the Soviet Union and operated through the International Islamic Front for Jihad Against the Jews and Crusaders (Anti-Defamation League, 2017). Laden's motive was to create frontline fighters to create a global jihad project to religiously protect Islam (Robinson, 2020). Laden took control and travelled to Afghanistan in 1979 to join the jihad known as the ‘holy war. Later, Laden’s fighters attacked the World Trade Centre on February 26th, 1993, after an explosive was planted in the underground garage of the World Trade Centre resulting in 6 people being killed (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2022). Laden fighters later attacked the World Trade Centre on September 11th, 2001, after hijacking two planes and crashing them into both towers, resulting in 2,750 people being killed (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2022). Al Qaeda’s tactics and methods of attacks are planned months and years in the making of an attack as a documentary undertaken by 60 Minutes Australia shows how they operated and planned their route into hijacking the planes and executing their plan (60 Minutes Australia, 2021). Al Qaeda’s methodologies in the 9/11 attack were displayed through means of technology, as Thomas (2003) states “a computer seized in Afghanistan revealed that al Qaeda was collecting intelligence on targets by sending encrypted messages through the internet” (Thomas, 2003, p. 112). This indicates the intelligence Al Qaeda displays as each step of an attack shows how security and police couldn’t intercept and stop them. 









Looking into Al Qaeda’s motives suggests people who are vulnerable and getting involved in a terror organisation can come from having motives including ideologies, religious beliefs, prejudice against groups and political beliefs. Referring to ‘The Global Jihad’ shows the motive is to protect the beliefs of Islam shown by the ideology of wording they announce before or after an attack which is ‘Allahu Akbar’ meaning “Allah is Greater” (Bennett, 2016). Although referring to Bush's (2001) quote ‘our war is not against Islam’, it stands by the principles of protecting the characteristics and beliefs of religions, including the term ‘Allahu Akbar’ are not seen as terrorism itself by saying the war isn’t against all people of Islam. The terminology of Allahu Akbar is a phrase used in Islam and misinterpreted in the media as “God is great” (Bennett, 2016). In The Washington Post (2016), the post states the phrase has been made to look ‘scary’ due to the way the phrase has been used in the media and to identify when an attack may happen or has happened by glorifying their beliefs and the phrase. Looking at terrorism from a recruitment perspective, the vulnerable don’t have a choice in deciding whether they want to be a part of a terror organisation. The American Heritage Dictionary suggests the definition of motive is “an emotion, desire, physiological need or similar impulse that acts as an incitement to action” (The American Heritage Dictionary, 2022). This suggests an individual's motive to join a terror organisation can be based upon a rational decision and in the case of Al Qaeda, it’s to protect the beliefs of Islam and its people. Bruce (1997) analysed the process of becoming a terrorist and stated “motive cannot be taken in isolation from opportunity” this means people will follow a pathway through radicalization and terror organisations based upon pathways such as shaped by fortuitous factors and conjoint influence social inducements & personal predilections (Borum, 2004).
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