











Describe the key Crime Prevention theories and explain how they might be applied in practice
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Introduction

Rational Choice Theory 
The Rational Choice Theory was created by Clarke and Cornish in 1986, according to The College of Policing (2022). The Rational Choice Theory was designed to suggest what criminals could be thinking when committing a crime. The Rational Choice Theory also allows the difficult question of criminal motivation to be made into a calculation (a balancing of costs and benefits) (Newburn, 2017, p299). It is suggested by Clarke and Felson (DATE) that the Rational Choice Theory is when an individual (offender) plans to commit a specific crime and thinks of specific methods or strategies to implement that crime. The criminal is also thinking about the risk ahead and how to avoid any problems, for example avoiding visible policing within that area, but still get a high reward at the end of it. Hedonistic calculus is a theoretical algorithm developed by the Philosopher Jeremy Bentham in 1789 (CITATION) which describes the calculation people make between the benefits and harms of an action. It can be used as part of Rational Choice Theory as a method to talk about the criminal’s behaviour when making their decisions. Bond (2015) states that using Hedonistic Calculus “people will weigh the possible pleasures from committing the crime against the possible pain from punishment, and act accordingly.” Rational Choice Theory can reduce crime, whether it is preventing an individual car getting stolen because modern cars have computer systems and are keyless or preventing someone’s property from being vandalised by Graffiti due to CCTV. These types of design, based on Rational Choice Theory help influence the decisions of the criminal against doing the crime because of the high percentage chance of being caught. 	Comment by Claire Edwards: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9781118845387.wbeoc037

‘The White-Collar Crime’ is a commonly used crime when assessing the Rational Choice Theory, specifically money laundering, embezzlement, and corporate fraud. A real-life example of how 
Clarke and Cornish (1985, cited in Newburn, 2017) developed an approach for Rational Choice Theory, which states that rather than a simple choice being made for an individual to lean towards criminality, they argue that a sequence of choices must be made for there to be a rational choice, and that these choices are influenced by social and psychological factors from the individual themselves. The factors could be used as ‘criminal motivations’ which could also make the individual lean towards criminality. The rational choice, under these conditions, then becomes the study of ‘why particular people make decisions to behave in particular ways under certain circumstances’ (Newburn, 2017, p299). Clarke and Cornish (1985, cited in Newburn, 2017) summarised the rational choice process describing six elements. These are that the crimes and acts are committed with the intention of benefitting the offender, the offenders try to make the best decisions they can with the risk and uncertainty involved, the offender decision-making varies depending on the nature of the crime, the decisions about getting involved in a crime (involvement decisions) are different from those involved in carrying out a specific criminal act (event decision), involvement decisions have three stages, starting to get involved, involvement and stopping involvement, and choices are made at every stage of a criminal act such as the preparation, the target selection, carrying out the act, escape and after the event (Newburn, 2017, p299-300). 
Bounded rationality
Bounded rationality links with the rational choice theory, because according to Cornish and Clarke (1985, cited in Newburn, 2017) some offences may seem ‘irrational’ and ‘irresponsible’, however, decisions could be based on clinical or pathological compulsions meaning the offender believes they are making a rational choice (American Psychiatric Association, 2021). In such a case Cornish and Clarke suggest that behaviour is ‘rational’, but bounded. Before the crime has taken place, the offenders try their best with limited time, resources and information, which is why their decision making is categorised as rational. 
Checked up to here
Crime Scripts
Once bounded rationality has been established Crime Scripts are then used
Routine Activity Theory 
The Routine Activity Theory was discovered by Clarke, Cornish, Cohen and Felson in 1979, the Routine Activity Theory was based of the Rational Choice Theory, however the goal for the RAT was to develop a specific set of circumstances that happen with an individuals’ routine activity and would lead to other people into dealing with rational choices to commit offences. The Routine Activity was originally an attempt to make sense of rising crime rates in the post-war period, it has now been developed and changed since it was first made [Newburn, 2017 p305]. When a crime is occurring, there are three key components: an offender, a target, and a lack of a capable guardian [College of Policing UK, 2022]. An offender might pick a specific target because they are C.R.A.V.E.D (Concealable, Removable, Available, Valuable, Enjoyable, Disposable).  A likely offender could be anyone (not just people with a deviant mind) if the crime is presented right in front of them. The Routine Activity Theory prevents someone who is planning to do a crime because in the offender’s mind they are studying and finding the patterns to which is the best time to do the crime, which could then bait the offender into thinking they are in the clear, when in reality, the victim knows his/her whereabouts and get them caught in the act.
Victim Precipitation Theory 
Victim Precipitation Theory was discovered 75 years ago by Hans von Hentig and Mendelsohn (a defence attorney). The Victim Precipitation Theory is more to do with victimology, but it can be linked with crime prevention by…… The Victim Precipitation Theory was created to talk about the victim’s behaviour when they are involved in a crime taken place. A victim might confront an offender which could then provoke the offender to do more criminal activity (for example assault on the victim) due to the angry behaviour of the victim in the first place [Cambridge University Press, 2017]. When a crime is taken place, an offender might pick their victims due to their age, ethnicity, race, gender, or sexual orientation [Grand Canyon University, 2019]. The Victim Precipitation Theory focuses on the unconscious behaviour of the victim because the victim is not sure whether they are going to get hurt or killed because of the victimisation, for example a politician could get threatened by an opposition party or an activist leader because the politicians new might have a huge negative impact on specific communities which could also lead a lot of attention.
Deviant Place Theory
The Deviant Place Theory was designed by Stark (a Professor of Sociology) in 1986, it was a theory made for people who are brought up in dangerous areas, are more likely to become victims of crime. For example, a thief is more likely to steal a person belonging in a dark alley way in a dangerous neighbourhood. If an average individual had travelled into a bad neighbourhood the risk of victimization would increase due to the violent crime happening in the neighbourhood [Grand Canyon University, 2019]. Unlike the Victim Precipitation Theory, the victims are not the ones that pursue the crime from happening but rather being victimised as a result living in a dangerous area. The best and most simple way to lower their chances of being victimised they should avoid the bad areas themselves
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