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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      8000 word project selected
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   


	NAME: Daryl Hadley

	STUDENT ID No.: 2031238

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION: 

Title – Exploring the correlation between police attendance at mental health incidents and the impact on proactive policing.

This topic is of interest to me as I joined the police in order to help people by means of combatting crime. Policing as a role is extremely diverse with highs and lows but when it comes to job satisfaction there is nothing to me that beats making an real and instant impact in the lives of people then catching criminals through proactive policing. As a police officer I have first hand experienced the impact of responding to mental health incidents where ultimately police are limited with powers and restricted by policies in dealing with incidents that are ultimately not directly in the police remit and should fall to other social and emergency services. I feel that it is worth for consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as it is an important subject that has real world impact on UK residents.


Recent studies have been conducted into the cost and demand on mental health to police which have highlighted the resources used into responding to these type of calls and the potential impact that is having on other demands of modern policing The dissertation will explore some of these topics with a view to examine those pros and cons and establish the opinion of people within those services as well as members of the public.

By conducting the research and speaking to both people involved in the provision of these services and public perception I will be able to present a more accurate account of the current affect police interaction with mental health calls is having on proactive policing.

Through the process of my initial research into the topic I have reviewed recent publications by the Metropolitan Police Service into the Cost and Demand of Mental Health. (Metpol, 2018)

I have also reviewed a report by West Midlands Police around the prediction of volume of demands from mental health related incidents. (Data Analytics, 2020)





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

My objectives will be as following: -

To review real world data in relation to the number and type of calls police attend over a set period and the percentage of those calls that are mental health related.
To review the real world data of mental health calls attended by ambulance and mental health services
To review how current perception within the police regarding mental health services
To review how current public perception is around police involvement in mental health calls.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will be utilising a number of key literature including journals, articles and government reports relating to the cost of responding to mental health calls on modern policing and the impact that it is having on other roles within the police services. Whilst these articles mostly focus on fiscal costs and general ways in which they affect police resources, I will look more closely at its affect on proactive policing measures which ultimately affect the detection and prevention of crime by diverting those resources away.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

My research methods will include review of outstanding journals and reviews regarding mental health calls for emergency services.
I will look at core policing rolls centred around proactive policing in the response environment
I will utilise survey methods to allow people from multiple demographics to provide opinions and answers impartially and anonymously.

The survey will be online and utilise questions that cover information surround trends. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be looking at achieving target samples from 3 separate groups where possible.

The first will be serving police officers who are currently working on response teams and therefore more effected by attending mental health calls and can accurate provide experiences and opinions on the key questions asked.

The second demographic will be around members of the general public. It will encompass opinion on mental health demands, where the responsibility lands in dealing with them and the expectations that they have on the police in general.

The third group will be working within mental health services and their opinions on how police are currently managing demand.





	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Potential conscious and unconscious bias surround mental health issues when posing questions to people completing questionnaires as well as myself given I have personal opinions relating to my own experiences.

 

	TIME SCALE:

As set by university deadlines will ultimately dictate the deadlines for the stages of my research. I will review these deadlines and plan to achieve objectives in a timely manner. There will need to be considerations in relation to working full time.
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