Revaluating the Manuscript Tradition Problem 
This paper will discuss how useful the manuscript tradition is in the study of classics despite the challenges and problems that can surface when working with the manuscripts, and how there is in actuality much to be learnt and that can be discovered from the manuscript tradition. Therefore these challenges should in fact be examined in a more positive light and seen as an opportunity for further discussion.
The manuscript tradition has always had the criticism that as one translates from one language into another we move away from what is considered the true text, also changes may be made to the text itself as the text is copied once again moving us away from the original. The difficulty continues when you realise, which is something Richmond highlights, that where we see differences and conflictions in the manuscripts there is a possibility none of them are correct to what the original text said.
However what this paper focuses on is how, while at first this may appear frustrating, having a differing manuscripts is interesting and helpful in numerous ways. For example, by seeing the evolution of a text we can discuss the opinions and ideals of that society compared to others or that society in different periods of time. Another example is how this can also help further our understanding of intertextuality. The main evidence for this will be the work of Homer, especially when showing how it can help in terms of intertextuality, and the multiple manuscript versions of the work of Ovid.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The main purpose of this paper is to show that, what at first may be considered a problem when working with manuscripts, can actually be of benefit to the study of classics. Not only in terms of linguistics and literature but also in terms of history as well as culture.   
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