



The purpose of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 is to ensure there is a balance between the policing powers exercised in society and the rights and freedom of the public (Home Office, “Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) Codes of Practice”). To ensure there is a balance, PACE follows a code of practice that covers stop & searches, investigations, detention, arrests, identification, and interviewing detainees. 


The purpose of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) code A 1984 grants police officers use their powers to search any person and to seize any item that is found on that person (GOV.UK, “PACE Code a 2023”). Although, the officer must have a reasonable belief that the person may present a danger to themselves or others to use those powers. A mnemonic used to identify whether an officer can lawfully and reasonably search and seize items is SHACKS. SHACKS are identified by seen, heard, the action of the suspect, communication, knowledge, and smell (Metropolitan Police). The process in the ‘seen’ section allows the officer to evaluate what they have seen including the actions and behaviour of the suspect. The process in the ‘heard’ section where the constable may have heard conversations, alarms, or breaking glass. The process in the ‘actions’ where will evaluate the actions of the officer including the way they responded and whether their actions increased or decreased the grounds to search. The process in the ‘conversation’ where includes what was said to the officer and whether they’re reply increased or decreased the grounds to search. The process in the ‘knowledge’ section is what’s already known to the officer such as basic information. The process in the ‘smell’ section includes what the officer could smell that could raise suspicion such as drugs. This gives a clear structure to evidence an officer finding from the stop & search. Using shacks is a great tool an officer can use as it gives them a tick box-like system to identify what they deal with. This is beneficial for an officer to do as it suggests they can justify everything and allows them to not miss any information they have gathered.




Under section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, also known as PACE, it is defined as a constable may detain a person or vehicle, in any place to which the public or any section of the public has access, on payment or otherwise, as of right or by express or implied permission; or in any other place to which people have ready access at the time but which is not a dwelling for such a search (College of Policing). This allows a constable to search any person or vehicle or anything which is in or on a vehicle. This includes a person or vehicle that may be detained for stolen or prohibited articles, bladed, or sharply pointed articles and prohibited fireworks. The purpose of section 1 of PACE 1984 is to regulate police powers and to protect the rights of the public. Section 1 of PACE 1984 shows that officers can carry out their duties following fixed legislation which is lawful and justifiable by actions when doing a stop & search under PACE 1. This is good as officers can follow the national decision model and lawfully police the public and seek public satisfaction of conduct. At the end of March 2022, there were 526,024 stop and searches conducted under Section 1 of PACE in England & Wales, and 66,772 stop searches led to an arrest (Home Office, “Police Powers and Procedures: Stop and Search and Arrests, England and Wales, Year Ending 31 March 2022”). This is a decrease of 25% from the end of March 2020 to March 2022 due to the proactive conduct of the police during the Coronavirus Government Lockdown. 

This essay will be looking into the effectiveness of the Stop & Search Powers that are exercised by Police Constables in England and Wales and the potential impacts they can have on communities when powers are not applied according to police conduct. It will also be looking into how Section 1 of the Police & Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) should be used when Police Constables exercise and carry out a stop & search. It will also include Section 23 Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and the problems that can occur for both PACE sections when a stop & search isn’t exercised correctly using pneumonic such as GOWISLEY, JPLANE, and SHACKS. This essay will also include the impacts it has on communities of stop & searches and the public perception of them being conducted. To find out the effectiveness, this essay will investigate the case of Matt Ratana and refer to Section 117 of PACE 1984 for Use of Force and the major flaws that were exercised in his stop and search. It will also include the impact of the code of ethics on the protected characteristics and the process of how officers are trained in stop & searches using quadrant searches, JOG searches, MTS searches & EIP searches and how they are effectively policing the public safely.

Under 23 (2) of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, it is defined as “If a constable has reasonable grounds to suspect that a person has a controlled drug in contravention of the Act”, the constable can search that person, detain the person for the search, may search a vehicle or vessel to which a constable must suspect drugs may be found and to seize items for that person not having that drug and detain anything found during a search that appears to be evidence of an offence found by the constable (legislation.gov.uk). Under Section 23 Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, there are 3 categories of controlled drugs that a constable can search for which are class A such as Cocaine (most dangerous), B such as Cannabis (less harmful than class A) & C such as Steroids (less harmful than class B) (NiDirect). According to Goodwin, (2023), there was a huge drug haul uncovered during a police officer’s stop and search in Wallsend where they discovered over 600 suspected pregabalin tablets, hammers which were potential weapons, large quantities of prescribed drugs and over a £1000 cash in the vehicle.

 This incident alone suggests that the effectiveness of police stop, and search diminishes the number of trafficked drugs, supplies and potentially dangerous weapons being used within society. It also suggests that police conduct in stop and search is effective and lawful as suspicion was present at the scene in which officers were able to identify what to look out for as the mnemonic SHACKS would have been used to identify what was present when dealing with the suspect and vehicle. The stop & search was lawful under section 23 Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 and grounds of arrest were present using the stages of GOWISLEY. Before a constable can search, the officer must have reasonable grounds to suspect that there is an offence being committed or about to be committed (Liberty). As a result of stop & search the detention of someone for a search deprives that person of their liberty even when they aren’t under arrest. When an officer conducts a stop and search under section 1 PACE 1984, they use a mnemonic called GO-WISLEY they detain the person to find items in the person's or vehicle's possession (College of Policing, “Professional”). The stages are in order grounds, objective, warrant, identity, station, entitlement to copy of search, legal powers & you are being detained. 


The ‘grounds’ are the search power used for suspecting that person has something. The advantages of the ground section enable the officer to identify whether they have grounds to conduct a stop search. The ‘objective’ displays the purpose of the search, and the officer will explain the reason and objective of the search. The objective is beneficial as it outlines what an officer’s objective is in a search. The ‘warrant’, ‘identity’, and ‘station’ section of gowisley allows the suspect to gain the officer's information of his collar number, name & station he/she is assigned to. The next stage allows the suspect to be ‘entitled to a copy of search’ which an officer will issue at an appropriate time. The entitlement to a copy allows the detainee/ suspect to feel comfortable in receiving a copy of a search that was conducted lawfully.  The next stage allows the suspect to know the ‘legal powers’ conducted by the officer as an officer can only carry out a stop & search when suspicion is there which requires legal power for every potential offence. The benefits of allowing the detainee/ suspect to know the legal powers used will allow conformity between the officer and person as they get a better understanding of what legislation they are being stopped and searched for. The final stage of gowisely is ‘you are being detained’, this stage tells the suspect they are being detained for a search which is beneficial as it can strict (under the legislation of code C PACE for detention, treatment, and arrest) that person from moving away until police conduct is completed. GOWISLEY does not need to be done in any order only if the constable can give all the criteria in the mnemonic and before the search is conducted (Dominic Wood, pg. 181).

In the incident of Goodwin (2023), it shows how effective the stop and search were conducted as officers were lawful under PACE code A which enables an officer to search any person or vehicle with the reasonable belief that they possess controlled drugs on them. Although it is also suggested that GOWISELY cannot be guaranteed a successful outcome as some say, “in the absence of fair and reasonable grounds, disrespectful language has been used or there has been a failure to de-escalate an incident or when force has been used, a person will still potentially leave the encounter feeling aggrieved” (Independent Office for Police Conduct, 2022). This suggests GOWISELY doesn’t always fit in every incident an officer will encounter but it shows how effective GOWISELY is as the previous statistics of 526,024 stop and searches were conducted lawfully which may have stopped incidents such as Goodwin (2023). In 2020, 54-year-old Matt Ratana who was a Sergeant at the Metropolitan Police died on the 25th of September after being shot while a man was being detained in a police custody centre (Sky News). The sergeant was shot in the police custody centre after not conducting an Intimidate Thorough body parts search that resulted in the suspect killing an unarmed & defenceless officer. The suspect De Zoysa was cuffed for possession of modified ammo and cannabis while in custody centre and later pleaded guilty in court to the murder after he discharged four bullets in a holding cell at the sergeant (Kirk, 2022). De Zoysa was handcuffed in his search but managed to grab the gun in the process which could have been preventable if more eyes were on the suspect while conducting an EIP search.



The fighting arc is used in police conduct to avoid what’s known as the fighting zone of a person when that person can deliver kicks or fists (RCEM Learning). The fighting arc can be evaluated through the clock position to the person's surroundings using a 12-hour clock. When in the fighting arc, it is considered dangerous from 11:00 to 1:00 and officers must be careful and always avoid these areas. When an officer authorises a search, they must follow what’s called the quadrant search. The quadrant search is done when an officer searches a person which divides the body parts into quadrants which makes a search easier to conduct (The Forensics Library). It includes searching the upper body first then the lower body to find what the search is being conducted for following gowisley. When a constable is about to carry out a stop & search, the officer must have reasonable grounds which are outlined in a mnemonic called SHACKS. SHACKS is used to determine whether an officer can detain, search, or arrest based on what they’ve seen, heard, acted, conversation, knowledge & smell (College of Policing, “Powers Used for Search and Seizure - a Freedom of Information Request to South Yorkshire Police”).


When conducting a stop & search on a person, the appropriate search must be conducted depending on the objective stage in gowisley and the environment you are in. There are 3 different types of searches an officer can carry out, these are mnemonics known JOG, MTS & EIP. When carrying out a JOG search under PACE code A involves the removal of clothing that only includes the jacket, outer coat, and gloves (Stationery Office, 2014). When carrying out a more thorough search (MTS), it involves the removal of what’s considered more clothing than a JOG search under PACE code A (BSB Solicitors, 2022). An officer needs to be aware of the surroundings they are in when conducting an MTS and consider the fighting arc and quadrant search. A more thorough search cannot be conducted on the street and needs to be conducted out of public view such as in the police vehicle and at the police station. With a more thorough search, the police officer must be of the same sex as the person being searched unless only headgear or footwear are removed. When carrying out an Exposure of the Intimate part of the body (EIP), it involves the removal of more than JOG which exposes intimate parts of the body shown under PACE code A (Nickolls and Allen, 2022). An EIP cannot be conducted on the streets nor out of public view such as in a police van, it can only be conducted out of public view in a nearby police station or nearby location but not in a police vehicle. The police officer must be of the same sex as the person being searched & following consultation with the officer’s supervisor, the consultation supervisor is required to search (APP requirement) and the police officer must conduct it in an area which will not be seen by anyone. It is important that the officer doesn’t work around the detainee due to the unknown to occur, an officer may ask the person to turn around, put their feet shoulder-width apart, toes pointing inwards, arms up to the side of them with palms facing down and looking in the opposite direction to the area you are searching. If an officer conducts a quadrant search, ensure the officer doesn’t get into the fighting arc of the person being searched and always quadrant search.







If a stop search is carried out unlawfully and not for a legitimate policing purpose it can cause alarm and distress to the public which can make the relationships between the public and the police less trustworthy and a reduction in engagement. According to YouGov (2013), 51% of people felt safer knowing the police are using stop and searches in local areas, 29% neither agree nor disagree, 12% disagree and 7% don’t know whether it makes people safer. These statistics can suggest that most of the population in local areas feels safer knowing that police do stops and searches which is proactively and actively policing the public. It can conclude that stop and searches are effective as most people are satisfied with police officers conducting stop and searches as a safety measure. 


This concludes the effectiveness of stop and search powers in PACE 1984 is essential in the development of society and policing the public as PACE has provided the power for law enforcement agencies to carry out duties to diminish criminal behaviour and to increase public safety. Stop and searches are effective in the police force as statistics suggest the public view of stop and searches are good due to the public feeling safer within communities. It also suggests from the statistics that it impacts the communities massively as most people are satisfied with the conduct of officers and the legislation introduced to keep the public safe. The policing training measures to stop, and search are also effective as the statistics above of 66,772 stop searches led to an arrest which could have reduced potential further offences being committed.











Reference List
BSB Solicitors. “Police Powers: Strip Searching.” BSB Solicitors, 19 Aug. 2022, www.bsbsolicitors.co.uk/blog/police-powers-strip-searching/. Accessed 1 Mar. 2023.
College of Policing. “Powers Used for Search and Seizure - a Freedom of Information Request to South Yorkshire Police.” College of Policing, 14 Apr. 2016.
---. “Professional.” College of Policing, 18 Jan. 2022, www.college.police.uk/app/stop-and-search/professional. Accessed 1 Mar. 2023.
Dominic Wood. HandBook for Policing Students. 2006. Bibliu.com, 16th ed., Oxford University Press, Blackstones, 2021, p. 181, bibliu.com/app/#/view/books/9780192664051/epub/OEBPS/html/21_chapter9.html#page_184. Accessed 1 Mar. 2023.
Goodwin, Nicole. “Huge Drug Haul Uncovered Following Police Stop and Search in Wallsend.” ChronicleLive, 10 Feb. 2023, www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/wallsend-drug-haul-north-tyneside-26211203#. Accessed 27 Feb. 2023.
GOV.UK. “PACE Code a 2023.” GOV.UK, 17 Jan. 2023, www.gov.uk/government/publications/pace-code-a-2023. Accessed 27 Feb. 2023.
Home Office. Code of Practice for the Exercise By: Police Officers of Statutory Powers of Stop and Search Police Officers and Police Staff of Requirements to Record Public Encounters. The Stationery Office, 2014.
---. “Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) Codes of Practice.” GOV.UK, GOV.UK, 26 Mar. 2013, www.gov.uk/guidance/police-and-criminal-evidence-act-1984-pace-codes-of-practice. Accessed 27 Feb. 2023.
---. “Police Powers and Procedures: Stop and Search and Arrests, England and Wales, Year Ending 31 March 2022.” GOV.UK, 27 Oct. 2022, www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-powers-and-procedures-stop-and-search-and-arrests-england-and-wales-year-ending-31-march-2022/police-powers-and-procedures-stop-and-search-and-arrests-england-and-wales-year-ending-31-march-2022. Accessed 27 Feb. 2023.
Independent Office for Police Conduct. “National Stop and Search Learning Report, April 2022 | Independent Office for Police Conduct.” Www.policeconduct.gov.uk, Apr. 2022, www.policeconduct.gov.uk/national-stop-and-search-learning-report-april-2022. Accessed 27 Feb. 2023.
Kirk, Tristan. “Trial Date Set for Alleged Killer of Met Police Sgt Matt Ratana.” Evening Standard, 18 Nov. 2022, www.standard.co.uk/news/crime/matt-ratana-murder-trial-louis-de-zoysa-b1040995.html. Accessed 1 Feb. 2023.
legislation.gov.uk. “Misuse of Drugs Act 1971.” Legislation.gov.uk, 15 Nov. 2011, www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/38/section/23. Accessed 27 Feb. 2023.
Liberty. “Stop and Search.” Liberty, www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/advice_information/stop-and-search/. Accessed 1 Mar. 2023.
Metropolitan Police. “Search Powers prior to Arrest.” Metropolitan Police, Feb. 2009.
Nickolls, Lauren, and Grahame Allen. “Police Powers Strip Searching.” House of Commons Library, 8 Aug. 2022.
NiDirect. “Drugs and Crime | Nidirect.” Nidirect, 2 May 2019, www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/drugs-and-crime. Accessed 27 Feb. 2023.
RCEM Learning. “The Fighting Arc.” RCEM Learning India, www.rcemlearning.org/modules/violent-behaviour-in-the-ed/lessons/management-34/topic/the-fighting-arc/. Accessed 1 Mar. 2023.
Sky News. “Matt Ratana: Man Charged with Murder of Police Sergeant Shot Dead inside Croydon Custody Centre.” Sky News, 29 June 2021, news.sky.com/story/matt-ratana-man-charged-with-murder-of-police-sergeant-shot-dead-inside-croydon-custody-centre-12345055. Accessed 1 Feb. 2023.
The Forensics Library. “Crime Scenes – the Forensics Library.” The Forensic Library, aboutforensics.co.uk/crime-scenes/. Accessed 27 Feb. 2023.
YouGov. “Stop and Search Report.” YouGov, Apr. 2013.
‌




