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Research for Video 2
Benefits of bilingualism
Atlantic press 2016 says...
· Children tend to have better competence, concentration skills and are more culturally aware educationally and socially. 
· Make new friendships easier as they can speak to children in other cultures and groups 
· have respect for other cultures and their own cultures more
· Opens opportunities for later in life (university, going abroad)
Eyalliance 2021 says...
· Children can notice the difference between different languages from the age of 2
· Ey settings and parents play a large part in expanding the children's bilingual skills. They do this by modeling using and reading the language, observing the child, following their interests and linking it to the language they are learning, and generally supporting and engaging with the child.
Literacy trust 2022 says...
· Multilingualism stimulates brain development 
· It is vital for parents to continue using their home language at home when the child starts nursery so the child can distinguish the different languages between school and home as early as possible.
Blaenau Gwent, no date says...
· Bilingualism keeps your brain healthy and sharp – improves multitasking skills, attention span, problem solving and creativity. 
Welsh as an additional language 
Cwlwm.org 2016 says...
· Early years settings include Welsh into their daily routine from as early as nursery, this helps to introduce welsh as an additional language as soon as possible. At this age, children take in information very well, so this is the best time to introduce another language
·  Done through circle time, daily phrases and using Welsh words on displays 
· Engaging parents are very important for the child to be immersed in the language. The child will feel supported and included. 
Brain development
F1000 research 2024 says...
· Bilingualism increases executive control skills which positively affects the child’s attention and control span. 
· The brain at ages 3-5 absorbs information the most. This is why it is important to introduce a second language as soon as possible.
Michigan state university 2019
· 27% of children under the age of 6 are now learning a second language other than English. 
· [bookmark: _Int_ss5rF7k2]Children have flexible ear and speech muscles which make it easier to detect differences between the sounds of differing languages.
· Children indicate good cognitive flexibility – attempting to communicate, shows self-control, a good attention span, resolves internal conflicts, problem solving. This gives the brain a cognitive workout – keeping the brain sharp and helps their development generally and bilingually. 
· Bilingualism improves the brain's command center – giving it the ability to problem solve, plan what they are going to say or do, multitask. This helps the brain develop daily. For example, remembering a routine when getting ready for school or remembering the directions when walking to school. This links to bilingualism as the brain is constantly working and improving its ability to remember new information e.g. a new language.
Divergent thinking
What is divergent thinking?
· Merriam webster no date says...
Divergent thinking is a form of creative thinking that does not always follow the ‘straight forward’ way of thinking. A person who thinks divergently will form new ways to solve problems and tends to have a different way of fixing solutions. Children will do this in school daily. For example, finding new ways to build their tower that keeps falling or how they will climb a climbing frame while making sure they will not fall. Children are almost always divergent thinkers as they are free-flowing, spontaneous and often think ‘outside of the box’. 
How we Montessori 2020
· Montessori supports the idea of children being divergent thinkers as it is seen that children naturally perform divergent behaviours. For example, they ask open-ended questions and engage in all sorts of learning, they will use different tools and go to peers to solve different problems. Children will also be open to new ideas and areas modelled on them by other peers and practitioners. This is linked to bilingualism in the early years as the child is fully prepared to learn different things in so many ways. Therefore, the child will be excited to learn this new language as it is a new task for their brain to conquer. It is important that learning a new language is made fun for children as this is how they engage. For example, using the additional language in displays and toy areas. For example, if the children have a role-play shop the shopping list can be written in Welsh.
· 
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