Reflection:
Having finished the project, you should reflect on the following questions in your project teams and submit a reflective blog (maximum 800 words)
· What could you have done differently to further improve your team’s output?
· To what extent have you engaged as a team with the external associates?
· What new skills/knowledge have you acquired during the project?
· Identify the key experiences/components of the week which have influenced you as a team as well as individually.
· How you have developed personally and as a team during this project?
· In which ways have this week’s experiences helped shape your ideas/ambitions for the future?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to unforeseen circumstances I was not able to fully engage with project week for the full duration, as I would have liked. However, I still feel as though I am able to provide input to a certain degree.
In order to further improve the team’s out-put I feel as though it would have been beneficial to address the blatant language and culture barrier between international and national students. The idea which we as a group chose to progress was relative and competent. However, I feel as though the international students had not grasped the full extent of it and as a result did not fully support it until nearly halfway through project week. This greatly slowed progress and caused numerous conflicts within the team itself.
It would appear as though the international students did not feel able to air their views and concerns at the beginning of the project, had they done so, these issues could have been avoided. it is therefore of the utmost importance that in the future, we assure international students that their viewpoints and opinions are as valued as anybody else’s. We must make an active effort to do this from the very outset of any future projects.
This will ensure that the whole group are united in progressing towards the same goal and that every member of the team feels as though they are contributing and valued. Unfortunately, this does require a great deal of extra care and effort from national students and I do not think that this point should be overlooked or concealed. This inevitably creates another boundary in an already challenging week, however in my opinion the benefits far outweigh the costs.
I believe that as a group, we all took a great deal of interest with the various speakers and associates who were involved with project week. We often discussed and debated on what had been presented to us and attempted to apply it not only to our own project, but also our personal outlooks on business creation. I should state that not all of the external entities were as relevant or interesting as one another.
The key experiences were working toward a shared goal as a team whilst sharing our ideas, experiences and opinions. I came to realise that each team member brought their own knowledge and expertise in different fields. By combining our individual skills, we were able to create a viable business idea which had very unique selling points.
Personally, I have acquired a far greater knowledge of what is required in order to turn a ‘good idea’ into a viable business concept. I am now more capable of analysing and executing the various processes required and have developed a greater ‘business sense’ than I previously had. I have also sharpened my communication and negotiating skills by working with people from different backgrounds who in turn had different ideas and goals.
As a team we encountered difficulties that we eventually overcame. Initially it seemed as though we lacked the communications skills to mesh as a good team. Over time the communication boundaries were dealt with and as a result we were more able to achieve our necessary goals. We developed our team work and communication skills throughout the week and actually now have stronger friendships as a result.
I have no intention of pursuing a business start-up. This experience has not changed that; however, I now have a deeper understanding and respect for those who do. I am more aware of the various challenges that they face and the process which they underwent in order to attain success. I feel that this is essential as I will undoubtedly be working alongside these types of individuals in the future.
