Free Will in Christian and Islamic Theology
In this paper I will be discussing the notion of Free Will in Christian and Islamic theology.  Free Will is the notion that a person can choose a course of action from various possibilities without any hindrance.  It also implies that since we chose a particular course of action, we are morally responsible for it, be it good or bad.  The Free Will theory conflicts with Determinism, a belief that all actions have a cause.  Given the fixed laws of nature and past events, only one future is possible at any one time.  A determinist believes that everything is predestined or predetermined.  
Philosophers have grappled with this notion from the time of the early Greek philosophers.  From the vast of amount of literature on this topic I will briefly look at a few Christian and Islamic viewpoints of Free Will.  Mainly I will be looking at the Free Will theory of St. Augustine and Thomas Aquinas for Christianity and Al-Ash’ari and Al-Maturidi for Islam.  After which I will briefly share my thoughts on why it is important for religions to include Free Will in their theology. 
Christian Theology
[bookmark: _Hlk132276200]The concept of Free Will is not specifically mentioned anywhere in the bible. (Frede, 2011 ) .  Many theologians have argued for and against the notion of Free Will based on events from the bible.  According to Michael Frede, the idea of Free Will seems to have emerged from the Stoics and infused into Christian theology. 
St Augustine believed that God had all the divine attributes.  The all-knowing God and all-powerful God created the universe and everything in it and was the cause of all man’s actions. (Rist, 1969) This may indicate that God is also the cause of evil to exist in the world.  Augustine believed otherwise, a perfect God could not be responsible for the presence of evil and that it was due to man’s behaviour.   He states that man has intelligence, Will and desires.  The desires come from man’s interaction with the world through his senses.  The desires are analysed by the intellect and choices are made.  An individual will not succumb to his desires unless his Will allows him to.  Augustine believes that the Will has its own autonomy and cannot be forced.  When man gives in to his desires and commits sins freely, because his Will allows him to do so, that is when evil enters.  Instead, if man used his rational abilities and Will to do good deeds and immerse himself in spirituality, he would receive God’s grace and attain salvation. Augustine’s theory covers Free Will and the problem of evil. (Peterson, 2014)  
Thomas Aquinas combined ideas from Aristotle to propose that Free Will is a rational desire, where every choice we make and move towards, is to attain an ultimate end, aiming for something we regard will give us happiness.  Aquinas defined this happiness as the knowledge and love of God, different from Aristotle’s purely utilitarian version.  Aquinas theory is that every act is a motivated one and humans, having intellect, would have an inbuilt desire to do good. (Knell, 2018).  He says that a person first feels a desire for the goal and their Will attracts them to it.  Then they go through the stages of deliberation and judgement to decide the course of action.  Passions or emotions of the agent is another factor that can influence a judgement. But the intellect will gauge the ‘passion’ and finalise the decision.  After which the Will, with the judgement from the intellect makes a choice and the action is completed.  Aquinas believed that a bad action is when one of these processes breaks down. A good act is one that involved morally acceptable deeds, for the appropriate end under the correct circumstances.  He states that the Will is free as long man’s intellect is free to make or revise judgement.  Freedom for Aquinas is how humans use their intellect and make choices that lead them to universal goodness. 
Islamic Theology
The idea of Free Will and Determinism are also found in Islamic teachings.  Islamic theology holds that God exists beyond the constraints of time and space and his Divine Providence or Predestination also exists there, not within reach of the scope of human beings understanding. (Parrott, 2017)
Early Quranic teachings show a divide in opinion between the different sects: the Jabbarites, who believed in hard Determinism and the Qadarites, who espoused complete Free Will; the Atharis, of which the Hanbalites and Muhaddithin were aligned with, believed in the strict adherence to Islamic scriptures whereas the Al-Mu’tazila sect believed the Quran was created and used rational thinking in their debates.  Another sect, the Al-Ash’ari proposed a middle ground around the beliefs of these sects based on teachings from the Quran and rationalism.  (Watt, 1985)
The Ash’arites believed that an omnipotent, omniscience God created all actions, meaning all human acts.  This was a point of contention as it implied that man had no ownership or moral responsibility over their acts.  So, on judgement day how would God decide who goes to heaven or hell if man did not own his actions.  The Ash’aris fielded another theory, the doctrine of Kasb, to address this.  It states that while God creates all actions, he momentarily gives man “power” to acquire the act and do the necessary.  Therefore, allowing man to have moral responsibility for his actions.  This ‘’power” is not inherent in man but given to him by God when he deems it necessary.  This shows that individuals did not actually have Free Will but only appeared to have it. (Watt, 1985)
Al-Maturidi, another sect, believed Islam allows for Free Will and opposed Al-Ash’ari’s ideas without conforming to the Al-Mu’tazila’s ideology.  Maturidis believed that God has divine foreknowledge and has predetermined all events, but he allows for man to have choices.  They state that individuals are given “power” to exercise a choice between two opposite acts.  Which way a person directs it to a particular act is decided by the person.  God may have created the conditions and given man the “power”, but the decision and choice comes from man.  The fact that individuals have choices points towards a theology more open to the concept of Free Will.  (Power, 1913)
Analysis
Christianity and Islam are traditionally deterministic religions, with the common belief in an eternal, omnipotent, omniscient and omnibenevolent God.  Augustine and Aquinas used similar ideas of man’s intellect and desires to explain how Free Will can co-exist with Determinism.  The Ash’aris and Maturidis still held on to the idea of God’s ownership of the action but that man was given “power” to own his action.  All the four theologies mentioned here start from a deterministic stand and try to factor Free Will into their theories and finally deliver a doctrine that seems to be compatibilist in nature. 
The fact that theologians from the 7th century onwards have been grappling with it, shows its importance and also the reluctance of certain groups to accept it, probably for the fear of diminishing God’s powers.  It is hard to discern God’s actual intentions regarding Free Will since most theologies are based on literature written and compiled many years after the demise of the sources. So why is it an importance concept?
Firstly, people in general want moral accountability.  If God has already decided the outcome of a person’s actions, then the person cannot be held morally accountable for his deeds.  If man’s destiny is fixed, then the need for prayer and religion, appealing to a higher authority for mercy or reprieve does not seem necessary.  So Free Will is necessary for man to live morally and responsibly, and for one to know that God is judging everyone.  
Secondly, a person who knows he has Free Will and can exercise it, is aware of his rights and can make informed choices.  The autonomy and responsibility are given to the individual.  The individual maybe guided in the decision-making process, but eventually the choice lies with the person.  That sense of empowerment is crucial in building character, making him a better and wiser person.
Lastly for a person to activate their ambition and imagination, knowing that they have Free Will galvanises them to build plans for their future.  Since they have the autonomy to design a future.
So Free Will is important as it develops a person to be morally responsible, builds his character and motivates him to be forward thinking.  In the 21st century, these are necessary qualities.  In order to appeal to this generation religions must better equip themselves to answer and address issues regarding Free Will and explain them clearly to their followers.
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