Sole Trader (Self-Employed)
Description: You are the sole owner of your business and have full control. The business is not a separate legal entity from you.
Simple to set up: Minimal paperwork and costs involved.
Full control: You're the decision-maker.
Low operational costs: No need for formal business accounts or board meetings.
Unlimited liability: If the business fails or is sued, your personal assets (home, savings) could be at risk 
Limited growth: Difficulty in raising capital and scaling.
Tax rates: Taxed as personal income, which can be higher than corporate rates.
Best For: Small, solo businesses or freelancers with low risk and minimal capital needs.
2. Partnership
Description: A business structure where two or more people share ownership and responsibilities.
Shared responsibi ity: Workload, responsibilities, and profits are shared among the partners.
Simple setup: Relatively easy to establish, with fewer formalities than a limited company.
Increased capital: More people can bring in different resources or funds.
Unlimited liability: All partners are liable for debts, and personal assets are at risk.
3. Limited Liability Partnership (LLP)
Description: Similar to a partnership but with limited liability for each partner.
Limited liability: Partners’ personal assets are protected, and they are only liable for business debts up to the amount they've invested.
Flexibility: LLPs are flexible in terms of the division of profits and decision-making.
Tax advantages: Profits are passed through to members who pay personal tax, avoiding corporate tax rates.
4. Private Limited Company (Ltd) – Limited by Shares
Description: A company structure where ownership is divided into shares. Shareholders are not personally liable for the
company’s debts beyond the unpaid portion of their shares.
Limited liability: Protects your personal assets from company debts.
Attracting investment: You can issue shares to raise capital and attract investors.
5. Private Limited Company (Ltd) – Limited by Guarantee
Description: Similar to a limited company by shares, but there are no shareholders. Members guarantee to pay a set amount if the company is wound up.
Pros Limited liability: Members’ personal assets are protected.
· 5. Private Limited Company (Ltd) – Limited by Guarantee
Description: Similar to a limited company by shares, but there are n. shareholders. Members guarantee to pay a set amount if the company is wound up.
Limited liability: Members’ personal assets are protected.
No shareholders: This is common for non-profit organizations or social enterprises.
6. Public Limited Company (PLC)
Description: A company whose shares are traded publicly on a stock exchange. It is subject to stringent regulatory and disclosure requirements.
Access to capital: Can raise large sums of money through public investment by selling shares.Public visibility: Recognized and respected in the market. Growth potential: Ability to expand rapidly by attracting investors.
7. Social Enterprise (Community Interest Company - CIC)
Description: A form of company designed to benefit the community or public, rather than for-profit purposes.
Social mission: Focus on social/environmental impact, with potential access to grants and social investment. Limited liability: Protects personal assets.  
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)
Description: A charity that is also a legal entity, offering limited liability for its trustees.
Limited liability: Trustees and members are not personally liable for the charity’s debts.
Tax exemptions: May benefit from tax breaks or exemptions as a charity.
Credibility: Can attract donations, grants, and volunteer support.
9. Company Limited by Guarantee
Description: A type of company where members (instead of shareholders) guarantee a certain amount to cover debts if the company is wound up.
Limited liability: Members' personal assets are protected.
Non-profit focus: Profits are reinvested into the company for its mission.
Suitable for no -profits: Often used for clubs, associations, or social enterprises.
10. Franchise
Description: A business model where you buy the rights to operate a business using an established brand and system. It usually requires a separate legal structure like Ltd or Sole Trader.
Proven business model: Franchisees get to leverage an established brand, reducing risk.
Support: Franchisors provide training, marketing, and ongoing support.
Scalability: A franchise allows you to scale quickly by opening multiple locations.
Conclusion
For an eco-tech solution, if you’re focusing on growth, investment, and scalability, a Private Limited Company (Ltd) (Limited by Shares) or Social Enterprise (CIC) might be the best fit. If you're focused on social impact and long-term sustainability over profit, a CIC, Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO), or Company Limited by Guarantee would make sense.


