Essay 2, 1a (HPAN 4008)
In order to judge whether something got better or not, philosophically speaking, we have to evaluate the two things individually to make a judgement. Therefore, I will evaluate the final reports of the Millennium Development Goals first as it was projected to be achieved by 2015, then, after that, I will reflect on how the progress of the Sustainable Development Goals is going so far in terms of its projection since it is expected to be achieved by 2030. Hence, we will be able to make a judgement if the following goals are actually good news or not for development. 
Personally, I have always been familiar with the phrase “Sustainable Development”. Teachers started talking about it when I was in elementary school, teachers were still talking about it when I was in high school, and people were also talking about it when I was in the Youth Parliament of Mongolia. However, what exactly is it? In terms of development. Why did not these goals end with the Millennium Development Goals in 2015? Is it because nations have not done enough or properly in the MDG? Those questions will have been answered at the end of this essay.
First of all, in 2000, a movement to make the world a better place by working all together started among the countries. The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were a set of eight international development goals established following the Millennium Summit of the United Nations in 2000 (UN, 2024). These goals were created to address global challenges such as poverty, hunger, disease, gender inequality, lack of access to education, and environmental degradation. It was projected to be achieved by 2015 and aimed to improve people's lives in developing countries.
The eight MDGs were as follows:
1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
2. Achieve universal primary education
3. Promote gender equality and empower women
4. Reduce child mortality
5. Improve maternal health
6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases
7. Ensure environmental sustainability
8. Develop a global partnership for development
Each goal had specific targets and indicators to measure progress. While significant strides were made in many areas, not all goals were fully achieved by the 2015 deadline (see picture 1). However, the MDGs provided a framework for global cooperation and mobilised resources towards addressing key development challenges.
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The Millennium Declaration outlined a vision for a more peaceful, prosperous, and equitable world and identified key areas where urgent action was needed to address poverty, hunger, disease, and other pressing issues affecting humanity (UN, 2000). In response to the Declaration, the United Nations Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, called for establishing specific, time-bound goals to drive progress towards the shared objectives outlined in the Declaration. Subsequently, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were formulated as a set of eight international development goals that aimed to address the most critical challenges facing developing countries. These goals were based on consultations among governments, international organizations, civil society groups, and other stakeholders and were designed to be measurable, achievable, and time-bound (UN, 2024). 
However, while the Millennium Development Goals represented a significant global effort to address key development challenges, they also faced several criticisms and limitations. 
The MDGs primarily focused on issues affecting developing countries, which led to criticism that they did not adequately address the needs and challenges faced by developed countries (Maya Fehling, Brett D. Nelson, Sridhar Venkatapuram, 2013). This lack of universality raised concerns about the global commitment to addressing issues such as inequality, environmental degradation, and unsustainable consumption patterns in all countries. The same article also argued that the MDGs oversimplified complex development issues by reducing them to a set of quantitative targets. This approach, they argued, failed to capture the multidimensional nature of poverty and development and overlooked the structural causes of inequality and underdevelopment. While the MDGs aimed to reduce poverty and improve living conditions for the most vulnerable populations, they did not explicitly address the underlying inequalities that perpetuate poverty and marginalisation. Critics argued that without addressing structural inequalities in access to resources, opportunities, and power, sustainable development would remain elusive. Moreover, the Millennium Goals lacked strong accountability mechanisms to ensure that governments and other stakeholders remained committed to achieving the goals and targets. As a result, progress towards the MDGs varied widely across countries, and some countries struggled to meet their commitments due to insufficient resources, capacity constraints, and other challenges.
On the good side, there were some significant achievements owing to the MDGs. For instance, the proportion of people living in extreme poverty (defined as living on less than $1.25 per day) declined significantly worldwide. According to the World Bank, the global poverty rate fell from 47% in 1990 to 14% in 2015. Furthermore, progress was made towards achieving universal primary education, with notable increases in school enrollment rates, particularly in developing regions. Gender parity in primary education was also improved, although disparities still existed in some areas (UN, 2015). The same source also shows that the under-five mortality rate declined by more than half globally, from 90 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 43 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2015. This was attributed to improved access to healthcare services, immunizations, and nutrition interventions. Significant strides were made in reducing the spread of HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other infectious diseases through expanded access to prevention, treatment, and care services, as well as increased funding for global health initiatives such as the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. New HIV infections fell by approximately 40 per cent between 2000 and 2013. Moreover, Efforts to promote environmental sustainability led to increased access to safe drinking water and sanitation, expanded use of renewable energy sources, and initiatives to protect biodiversity and ecosystems. Most importantly, the MDGs fostered greater international cooperation and partnerships among governments, international organizations, civil society, and the private sector to support development efforts in low-income countries (UN, 2015).
In 2015, after the projected time had come, the Millennium Development Goals succeeded by the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (UN, 2024). SDGs are a set of 17 interconnected global goals adopted by all United Nations Member States as part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The SDGs build upon the successes and shortcomings of the Millennium Development Goals and aim to address a broader range of social, economic, and environmental challenges facing the world today. It is important to note that while the MDGs mainly focus on national averages and the poorest, the SDGs prioritise the most marginalised and vulnerable groups by focusing on disaggregated data (Jong, 2020).
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Poverty, malnutrition, medical care, educational opportunities, gender equality, affordable and clean energy, safe drinking water and sanitation, affordable and clean energy, respectable employment and economic growth, industry innovation and infrastructure, decreased inequality, sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production, climate action, life below water, life on land, peace, justice, and strong institutions are just a few of the many interconnected issues covered by the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). (picture 2)
Each goal is accompanied by specific targets, totalling 169 in all, which provide a roadmap for action and progress towards achieving the goals by 2030 (UN, 2024). The SDGs are designed to be integrated and indivisible, recognising the interlinkages between different areas of sustainable development and the need for comprehensive and holistic approaches to addressing global challenges. The SDGs emphasise the importance of leaving no one behind and reaching those furthest behind first, prioritising the needs of the most vulnerable and marginalized populations. They also highlight the importance of partnership and collaboration among governments, international organizations, civil society, the private sector, and other stakeholders in driving progress towards sustainable development. Since their adoption, the SDGs have become a universal framework for guiding national and international development efforts and shaping policies, programs, and investments across sectors and regions. They provide a common language and set of priorities for addressing pressing global challenges and building a more sustainable and equitable future for all.
There have been positive developments in areas such as poverty reduction, access to education, and improvements in maternal and child health. For example, the proportion of people living in extreme poverty has continued to decline globally, and more children are enrolled in primary education than ever before. With less than a decade remaining until the 2030 deadline, there is a growing recognition of the need to accelerate efforts to achieve the SDGs. This requires increased political will, mobilisation of resources, strengthened partnerships, and innovative approaches to address persistent challenges. Mobilising adequate financial resources is essential for implementing the SDGs, particularly in low-income countries and vulnerable communities. This includes domestic resource mobilisation, international aid, private investment, innovative financing mechanisms, and debt relief to support sustainable development initiatives. According to a 2015 projection by the bank HSBC, Asia alone will require $11 trillion in infrastructure spending between 2015 and 2030. However, many types of infrastructure risk are not something that commercial lenders and investors are willing to take on (Economist, 2015).
The ramifications of the COVID-19 epidemic, the war in Ukraine, a struggling global economy, and the climate catastrophe have all exposed flaws and impeded progress towards the Goals, according to The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2023 (UN, 2024). The research also warns that although there is a global lack of progress, the poorest and most vulnerable people on the planet are suffering the most from these global issues. In order to save the SDGs and achieve significant advancements for both people and the environment by 2030, it also highlights areas that require immediate attention.
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António Guterres, The Secretary-General of the United Nations, stated that ‘Unless we act now, the 2030 Agenda will become an epitaph for a world that might have been.’ in the Sustainable Development Goals Report 2023.
In conclusion, going back to our first question, is MDGs succeeded by SDGs good news? As we have seen above Millennium Development Goals changed the world surprisingly. There were problems and mistakes as well. But, from my point of view, regardless of the mistakes, taking action and starting to do something all together, reflects a good direction.
Ending poverty, just one example of the goals, could be a never-ending problem at least in our current economic and political system. However, that does not necessarily mean we shall stop fighting with it. Rather, we shall continue to fight with it to bring down the number of people in poverty to ever-possible with well-considered and discussed plans. In those senses, MDGs made their own progress, and now we are continuing the progress under the name of SDGs with broader areas. Therefore, I conclude that MDGs followed by SDGs are actually positive news for development.
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Most cost-effective targets in Sustainable Development Goals
calculated by the Copenhagen Consensus Centre, 2015

Proposal

Lower chronic child
malnutrition by 40%

Halve malaria
infection

Reduce deaths from
tuberculosis by 90%

Avoid HIV infection
through circumcision

Cut early deaths
from chronic disease
by a third

Reduce newborn
mortality by 70%

Increase
immunisation
to reduce child
death by 25%

Make family
planning available
toall

Eliminate violence
against women
and girls

Phase out fossil fuel
subsidies

Cut indoor air
pollution by 20%

Complete Doha
round of trade
liberalisation

Improve gender
equality in ownership,
business and politics

Boost agricultural
vield growth by 40%

Increase girls'
education by two years

Universal primary
education in
sub-Saharan Africa

Triple pre-school
coverage in
sub-Saharan Africa

Halve coral reef loss

Relevant SDG target

By 2030 end all forms of malnutrition,
including achieving by 2025 the
internationally agreed targets on
stunting and wasting in children under
five (SDG 2.2)

By 2030 end the epidemics of AIDS,
tuberculosis, malaria, and neglected
tropical diseases and combat hepatitis,
water-borne diseases, and other
communicable diseases (SDG 3.3)

SDG 3.3

SDG3.3

By 2030 reduce by one-third premature
mortality from non-communicable
diseases through prevention and
treatment, and promote mental health
and wellbeing (SDG 3.4)

By 2030 end preventable deaths of
newborns and under-five children
(SDG 3.2)

Achieve universal health coverage,
including access to quality essential
health care services and... affordable
essential medicines and vaccines for all
(SDG 3.8)

By 2030 ensure universal access to
sexual and reproductive health care
services, including for family planning
(SDG 3.7)

Eliminate all forms of violence against
women and girls in public and private
(SDG 5.2)

Rationalise inefficient fossil-fuel
subsidies (SDG 12.c)

By 2030 substantially reduce the
number of deaths and illnesses from
hazardous chemicals and air pollution
(SDG 3.9)

Correct and prevent trade restrictions
and distortions in world agricultural
markets (SDG 2.b)

By 2030 ensure that all men and women
have equal rights to economic resources
ownership and control over land

(SDG 1.4)

Increase investmentin rural
infrastructure, agricultural research
and extension services, technology
development, and plantand livestock
gene banks to enhance agricultural
productive capacity (SDG 2.a)

By 2030 eliminate gender disparities
in education (SDG 4.5)

By 2030 ensure that all girls and boys
complete free, equitable and quality
primary and secondary education
(SDG 4.1)

By 2030 ensure that all girls and boys
have access to quality early childhood
development (SDG 4.2)

By 2020, sustainably manage and
protect marine and coastal ecosystems
to avoid significant adverse impacts...
and take action for their restoration to
achieve healthy and productive oceans
(SDG 14.2)

Source: Copenhagen Consensus Centre
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Benefit

Prevent malnutrition in
68m children a year

Save 440,000 lives a year
and prevent 100m cases of
malaria

Save up to 1.3m lives a
year

Avert 1.1m HIV infections
by 2030

Save 5m lives a year

Prevent 2m newborn
deaths a year

Save 1m child deaths a
year

Cut maternal deaths by
150,000; increase
demographic dividends
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abuse by 305m

Free up $550bn of
government spending
ayear
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year
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in globalincome
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30m more African children
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An additional 3m hectares
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