Discuss the importance of education, justifying your views with evidence.


Education can be seen as the equipping of minds with knowledge and understanding that allows the individuals to link concepts to every day occurrences. Education has a central role in our culture and in every person’s life. 

From an increasingly early age we attend various institutions to learn a set curriculum. 
A school’s purpose is to develop academic skills and prepares people for work. Education provides the opportunity for people to develop their skills and become specialized in their field of employment. This growth of diversifying career choice displays that education is important in people’s lives as it gives them opportunities to develop themselves and their understanding, that may not be available elsewhere. Those who choose to challenge themselves with researching topics they are not experts in value education and its importance in their self-development. (Dweck, 2017)

It could be considered that education would listen to feedback from the students and approach subjects in a way that seems appropriate by the learner, however, it is regularly agreed that education, especially in the early years, is to condition children to accept authority and learn how to behave in a socially acceptable manner. Instead of challenging the structure of education, students are only taught to analyse and evaluate theories by people they may never have contact with. 

It could also be expected that within education there would be an importance on teaching people how to learn, so that they can apply themselves to subjects in a way that enhances their capabilities of retaining and understanding the information. Yet, according to both the Functionalist and Marxist perspectives, it only trains people to function within a fixed society. 

The Functionalist perspective within sociology views society as a functioning system, with institutions such as schools playing an important role in the growth of individuals to socialise them to the culture. Schools are believed to share societies norms and values to students so that they can function within the system and maintain a strong society. (Bartlett and Burton, 2016)

The Marxist approach sees education as preparing the people for unskilled work, unless they were born into middle class families. It does not support people by guiding them to understand how they can develop themselves. Instead, it guides people to restrictive employment which keeps the status quo. (Bartlett and Burton, 2016)

Both theories suggest that schools do not educate, only conform to particular roles. Education must therefore take place in other areas to schools, and is regularly displayed through independent study which could involve accessing resources from libraries, online, and documentaries. Education is said to be about the learning process, not the teaching. Therefore, it is about the teacher learning from the students and inspiring them to actively explore subjects whilst away from school settings, which integrates education into every-day life. By teaching how people can access resources, they can educate themselves in all aspects on their life, and in turn use their knowledge to educate others informally. (Ackoff and Greenberg, 2008) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, education has an importance in all aspects of people’s lives, and creates a functioning society. It has been identified that education can be transmitted from people, or can be through independent study using various resources. Education encourages people to communicate their ideas, and allows people to develop their own concepts. Although it is evident that education within particular institutions can have its purpose in maintaining societies current norms, the importance of inviting students to feedback on how they learn is being recognized and are challenging how formal education is approached.  
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