Appendices – ECAD6007.
Record 1.
Date and time, year group: 26th September 2022 9:30 am. Year 4 class.

Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context.
Mathematics session with the learning obejective of understanding and learning 2d+2d sums. The classroom layout was groups of tables with between 4 and 6 children sat around, 2 children were sat on beanbags, 1 child was sat on the settee and 1 chid was stood up by a desk. The children were allowed to choose where they sat for today’s session. 

What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident.
As the lesson began, the learning support officer (LSO) in the room began explaining to the children what would be included in the session that morning, and wrote up an example on the white board, breaking it down and explaining the steps one by one of the processes on how to work out the sums. After checking with the class if they understood what they had to do, one child put up their hand to say they didn’t understand and at this point the LSO went straight over to the child, got down to their level and went through the process again and the child then said they understood now. As the LSO was putting the lesson up onto the big screen for the children to see, a child called them and said that another child was crying (child A). The LSO told the children to carry on with the sum that was on the screen and then went over to the child to ask what was wrong. The LSO responded in a positive and appropriate manner by getting down to the child’s level and speaking with them in a calm and quiet manner. The other children in the class hadn’t even noticed child A was upset because of how discreet the LSO dealt with the situation. It was observed that child A had become upset because they didn’t understand what they had to do, so the LSO explained once again to the child what they had to do and told them to have a go and said not to worry because they could go through it together and would work through another example as a whole class. After writing up another example on the board, the LSO went straight back to child A to check if they had understood this time, to which the child nodded and said yes. The LSO then explained to the whole class that they will now be moving onto their maths worksheets, and it was observed that the children were able to choose which level of worksheet they wanted to complete. Once the children had chosen their sheets and gone back to their seats, the LSO explained to them what they had to do and asked them to get on with their work. It was then observed that the LSO went back to child A to support them with the worksheet and lots of positivity and praise was observed and heard from the LSO when responding to child A. The LSO was also aware of others in the room and walked around, checking in with each table of children to see if they were doing ok and understood what they were doing. 
It was observed by the researcher that the LSO was very tuned into the children’s individual needs and demonstrated how to respond to them appropriately and effectively in a way to help benefit each child and their learning and development. 

Areas of possible exploration: 
Importance of professional development?
Importance of supporting individual children’s needs? Differentiation in work tasks? Children’s choice? 
Clear, simple, concise instructions.
No teacher in the classroom.

Notes: 
During this observation there was no teacher in the class, the lesson was led by the LSO. Class of 27 children and this was a morning session and the topic was extended on what the children had been taught in the previous week. The children got to choose where they sat today and there were very few distractions or disruptions during the lesson. A few children were still a little unsure of what they had to do once they had started, which resulted in the LSO having to repeat things a few times to the class. English primary school in South Wales area with very low percentage of free school meals. 

Record 2.
Date and time, year group: 26th September 2022. 1:15pm Reception. After lunch.

Where and when? 
The researcher observed that there were two group sessions occurring when they entered the room, one group of 5 children were completing their read, write, inc task, and the other group of 6 children were completing work in their writing books. The room was very open planned with the children having free choice of what they wanted to play with and the door to outside was open at all times so the children could access the outdoor area whenever they wished to do so. There was an IT area where the children were able to access Ipad’s, as well as a role play/home corner area where the children were free to make up their own play. There were two tuff spots set up in the room, both containing various sensory materials for the children to explore and play with, and there was a lovely big carpet area for the children to all sit together for stories and songs.

What happened? A detailed description of the critical incident.
The researcher tuned into the group of 6 children who were completing the activity in their writing books. The teacher was drawing a pig on the white board for the children to copy it into their individual writing books. The teacher gave very clear, concise, and small instructions of what the children had to do and drew the pig step by step to allow the children to have time to think about it. When it was the children’s turn to draw their pig, the teacher explained to them how to hold their pencils correctly using the method ‘pinch, pick, flick’ and all children knew what this meant and tried to do it. The teacher was very positive during this activity and gave lots of praise “lovely drawing” “well done” and reinforced the new word they had learnt in assembly that morning, which was collaboration, which came from the teacher praising the children for good sharing. Next the children were asked to draw a pigsty, which again the teacher demonstrated and explained well with an example on the board. Throughout the activity the teacher was asking questions, “What do you think a pig likes to eat?” “What sound do pigs make?” and at this point the children all began to make pig noises, which the teacher welcomed and encouraged, as well as listening and acknowledging all their answers when discussing what pigs ate. When the teacher asked the children to colour their pictures in, it was observed that the teacher gave every child a pink pencil for the pig and a brown pencil for the mud, the children weren’t given the opportunity to choose what colours they wanted to use for their picture. 

Areas of possible exploration: 
Importance of children’s choice to enable them to make decisions and become independant. To support the individual child, not everyone sees eveything the same. The benefits of children making their own choices, appropriate to their age. The four purposes of the new curriculum.

Notes: 
After speaking with the teacher, the researcher found out that were 26 children in the class, however 3 children were off that day and the children worked in mixed level groups. The read, write, inc sessions have only begun recently beacuse of how early in the school term it is. The teacher explained to the researcher that the class follow a book of the week, to which all activities are planned around this book, the book this week was ‘Three Little Pigs’. The reseacher observed that the children were very independant with their play during the session, and very rarely approached the teacher to ask for help and it was also observed that the children seemed confident within the class and were happy exploring all areas. The researcher would have asked the teacher if the children would have usually given the children a choice of what colours they would use. 

Record 3.
Date and time, year group: 27th September 2022. 9:20am Year 6 class.

Where and When: 
Topic session linked to language and literacy on single use plastic and the damage it can cause to the environment and what can be done by individuals to help improve the situation.  There were 22 children in the class with 5 tables with between 3 and 6 children on each table. After speaking with the teacher, the researcher found out that the children were able to choose where they sat and were allowed to stay there as long as it benefited their learning and were not disruptive to the class. 

What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident.
The teacher began explaining to the class what they would be doing during the lesson and referred to their homework that they had completed last week, regarding single use plastic. The teacher then put a Quick fire write video on for the class to watch and explained to the children that they would be making notes the second time they watched it in their idea books which would then be used for them to write in their literacy books. Once the video had finished, the teacher reflected on what had been said in the video, checking in with the children to see if they could remember key facts as well as writing the questions on the board as a reminder for the children. The teacher checked in with the class to see if they understood what was expected of them, reflecting, and reinforcing the term ‘single use plastic’ to cement their understanding. The class were very confident giving answers to any questions asked and the teacher gave lots of praise to the children who answered, acknowledged every child’s answer, and extended when needed. Halfway through the lesson, 3 children were called out of the room to participate in keyboard lessons. As they were leaving the teacher said to them that they could write in their literacy books that they had left the room for a keyboard lesson just in case they didn’t get chance to finish the work. When the children came back after their lesson, they were told to get started with the work that the other children had started, with no pressure to get it finished as they had a valid excuse for not being present for the whole lesson. The researcher wondered about the possible implications this could have on the children’s level of learning and would they get a chance to complete the work later. 



Areas of possible exploration:
The effects on children being removed from class to participate in extra curricular activities. Does it have an impact on the child’s individual learning?

Notes: 
Morning session. Children were very focussed and engaged during the lesson. Lots of participating and positivity within the classroom. Class of 22 children. Children were well behaved and listened intently during the lesson. Respect was shown between teacher and children and vice versa. 
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