Caitlin Harris
Discuss the impact an event has on police effectiveness and its perception by the public
Black Lives Matter. A human rights movement that shot to the forefront in almost every country in the world due to the unnecessary murder of George Floyd by a police officer. As a result of this incident, worldwide protests were carried out by Black Lives Matter supporters. Throughout this essay, it will discuss how the murder of George Floyd affected different countries worldwide and the differences between American and British police forces and how they were able to deal with the protests after the incident.
George Floyd was killed on the 25th May 2020 by Derek Chauvin, a white police officer. Floyd was accused of buying cigarettes with a counterfeit $20 bill and police were called. On arrival, police pulled a gun on Floyd who cooperated while he was arrested although showed resistance when being put into a police car, stating he was claustrophobic. Officers then pinned him to the ground, where Chauvin placed his knee on Floyds neck for nine minutes and 29 seconds, which ultimately killed Floyd. Video footage circulated of the incident where it could be seen that Floyd repeatedly stated he couldn’t breathe although Chauvin refused to move (History.com Editors, 2021). It’s this incident that sparked the worldwide interest in the Black Lives Matter movement and the protests which needed to be policed.
The United Kingdom was one country that was largely affected by the Black Lives Matter protests with them having the second largest protests after USA (Silverstein, 2021). A publication from Parliament in 2021 looked into the Governments responses on protests during the coronavirus pandemic. The report summarised a House of Commons debate, where it was estimated that 137,500 people took part in Black Lives Matter protests throughout the United Kingdom (HC Deb, 2020). The Black Lives Matter protests gave individuals a chance to share their own experiences of racial violence and discrimination while also bringing to light cases of police discrimination, for example, the case of Bianca Williams. Athletes Bianca Williams and Ricardo dos Santos were pulled by police and handcuffed while their 3 month old baby was in the back seat. After a search of the car was carried out, nothing was found and they were released (Dodd, 2020). After this case was brought to media attention, the Metropolitan Police voluntarily referred the incident to the Independent Office for Police Conduct. After review, five police officers now face gross misconduct proceedings and were all found to breach the police standards of professional behaviour, especially for equality and diversity (IOPC, 2022). 
A year after the death of George Floyd, prime minster, Boris Johnson, set up a commission on race and ethnic disparities. This commission rejected that Britain is an institutionally racist country. The report believes that race is no longer a factor behind disparities, although the statistics don’t agree with this, as statistics reported by GOV.UK in 2022 shows that stop and searches over the 2019/20 period were more common amongst black people, with 54.1 per 1,000 being stop searched. After the report was released, the statistic for 2020/21 shows that it has indeed risen to 54.2 per 1,000 so although the report claims that race isn’t a factor, there is still an increased number of black people being stop searched. An issue with this statistic is that it does not give reasons for stop search or who were arrested and charged, so there may be a issue with legitimate stops and stops based on race and discrimination. 
Another issue with the commissions report is that it clashes heavily with many other reports published around the same time, such as the Macpherson Report and David Lammy’s report on racial disparities in the criminal justice system back in 2017. Lammy’s report has 35 specific recommendations, none of which were implemented by the government (White and Cowburn, 2021).
The UK wasn’t the only other country affected by the death of George Floyd, but places such as France and Colombia were also affected. In France, the Black Lives Matter protests energised ongoing protests surrounding the death of Adama Traore, who also died under similar circumstances after being pinned down by French officers when he ran off as he didn’t have an ID card on him. No officers have been charged with his death (BBC, 2021). French citizens believe that there is no repressive response from the French legal system to reinforce to individuals that police brutality and discrimination is not tolerable (Silverstein, 2021). Colombia is another country that was already in the midst od protests regarding deaths from police brutality. Anderson Arboleda was beaten to death by police for allegedly breaking COVID curfew restrictions (Goldberg, 2020) and Javier Ordonez was attacked and died in police custody (Turkewitz, 2020). Both died unnecessarily after begging the police to stop their brutal attacks on them. 
Britain and the USA dealt with their protests very differently. In the UK, the Home Secretary commissioned a report looking into the police response to the protests, which stated that the criminal justice system was ineffective with dealing with protests of any size. Information from a Freedom of Information request found that the policing style during the Black Lives Matter protests was just to remind protesters about Government COVID guidelines and legislations. They were to use enforcement as a very last resort. It was from this policing style that only resulted in 240 people being arrested, although only 12 were actually charged with offences (Metropolitan Police, no date). This might not have been the case as according to Dr Adam Elliot-Cooper’s research, which includes first-hand experiences, it found that there was excessive use of force targeting black protesters, such as the use of batons and pepper spray. 
The UK’s approach to the protests was mild compared to how the USA reacted. A report found that many US police forces received poor training and were unprepared for the number of protests that broke out after Floyd’s death. Although force was used in the UK, many states took their use of force to the extreme. In Philadelphia, police sprayed tear gas onto peaceful protesters and in Chicago, old arrest kits were used which included broken plastic handcuffs. In Los Angeles, highly technical foam-projectile launchers were used for crowd control, although officers only had two hours training, resulting in 8 people being blinded after being hit (New York Times, 2020). 
In conclusion, the death of George Floyd triggered many new protests while energising ongoing ones. It brought attention to countries blatant abuse of power, discrimination and unnecessary use of force. Reports can state that race is not a factor for disparities, although the statistics go against these claims. Although Britain’s use of force was no where near the extreme use of the USAs force, it still has evidence that force was used, and towards black people in particular, further reinforcing that the race and disparity commissions report isn’t true. It cannot be said if they way the police dealt with the protests was effective as protests lasted for several months and continue to take place 3 years later, but new laws could be brought in to prevent any future protests getting out of hand and possibly preventing another George Floyd incident.
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