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*Please adapt the text boxes accordingly 

	Proposed Research Topic: 
Technological Disparities in Public Health: A Comparative Analysis of the UK and India
Research question: 
What are the key differences in adoption and utilization of wide area network (WAN) and cloud-based infrastructure in public health systems between the United Kingdom and India, and how do these technological disparities relate to population health outcomes?

Research methodology: 
This study will adopt and mixed cross-sectional approach consisting of both qualitative and quantitative data collection. Qualitative data will be gathered through semi-structured interviews with 3-4 participants from public health agencies in both the UK and India, with the resulting content subjected to thematic analysis. Additionally, an anonymous survey questionnaire will be administered to up to 6 total participants across both countries to collect descriptive and comparative statistics on metrics of technology adoption. By interviewing stakeholders from multiple tiers of the public healthcare systems including government digital officers, hospital IT heads and district health centre administrators, the study aims to gain perspective from both policy and implementation angles. Participants from the public health sector in each country will be carefully recruited through official government outreach and established medical research partners that can facilitate cooperation and ethical conduct under institutional approval. The mixed approach aligns with the study's objectives of developing both measured benchmarks around connectivity infrastructure as well as a deeper assessment of challenges and benefits perceived by health system stakeholders in leveraging these technologies.





A brief overview (14-20 sentences, including 5 references)
	Please provide a brief overview of the topic you intend to research in a lay public language, that is for a non-scientific audience: 
Advanced information and communications technologies (ICTs), such as high-speed broadband networks and cloud computing platforms, are becoming more vital infrastructure for the successful implementation of public health programs worldwide (WHO, 2021). Nevertheless, there are substantial disparities that remain between industrialized and poor countries in terms of the utilization of contemporary network connectivity and health information systems, commonly known as the "digital divide" (Walker, 2021). The difference in technology has significant consequences for the health outcomes of populations in different economic situations. The United Kingdom has implemented significant public funding towards the establishment of a comprehensive healthcare network known as NHS Spine. This network facilitates the integration of electronic health records, telemedicine, and data analysis within a centralized public health system (Evans, 2016). 

India's public expenditure on healthcare information and communication technology (ICT) is significantly behind, with little expansion of broadband and inconsistent adoption of eHealth platforms in both states and rural areas (Ganapati & Teleka, 2020). These disparities result in significant disparities in access to high-quality and contemporary healthcare among these nations. According to the National Academy of Medicine, reliable health information networks are essential for monitoring infectious diseases, tracking vaccine coverage, coordinating responses to outbreaks, and managing strong supply chains. India is still struggling with persistently high rates of infant mortality and maternal deaths in rural areas, which are a direct result of the gaps in information and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure. The "Digital India" initiative has proposed extensive public investment strategies to enhance rural connectivity and digitize social services. However, the adoption of these measures by public health agencies has been inconsistent thus far (Kumar & Haokip, 2019).






Aim (a broad statement capturing the overall purpose of this research)
	Please provide the aim of the topic you intend to research: 

This study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of the adoption and utilization of wide area networks (WANs) and cloud-based platforms in the public healthcare systems of the United Kingdom and India.





Objectives (outline 3-5 using bullet points)
	Please provide the objectives of the intended research: 

1. To quantify and compare rates of WAN coverage and adoption within public health agencies in the UK and India.
2. To quantify and compare rates of cloud platform utilization for electronic health records, data analytics, telehealth, and other applications in the public health sectors of the UK and India.
3. To identify key disparities in network reliability, speed, and quality between the public health WAN infrastructure in the UK and India.
4. To examine the correlation between measures of WAN/cloud adoption and usage in public health versus health outcomes in areas like infectious disease rates, infant mortality, life expectancy, and cancer survival rates in the UK and India.
5. To perform a qualitative comparative analysis of major benefits, use cases, and challenges experienced in the implementation of advanced healthcare information and communication technologies between the UK and India.




















Ethical considerations (indicate ethical issues that are relevant to your research) 
	Collecting primary data from human participants requires you to address these issues.
Using primary data sources still requires how you will address these issues.

I will submit my research proposal and the UWTSD ethics form to my supervisor to receive ethical approval.

I will develop a research information letter and consent form to be handed to each participant.

Voluntary informed Consent will be asked of each participant: 

I will ensure participants will not be subjected to coercion, intimidation, and undue influence  to participate in this research. 

I will ensure participants will be informed they have the right to withdraw and their data from this research. 

I will ensure to store the obtained signed consent forms securely and anonymously. 

I will ensure the collected data will be protected and stored securely and deleted after ending this study program.


I confirm that I have discussed and agreed every section of this form with my supervisor and will only conduct my research in line with what has been agreed in this document


Signature………………………………….                                              Date:………………………………….. 



Supervisor:

 Signature………………………………….                                              Date:………………………………….. 



Appendix:
A Participant research information form 
B Consent form
C List of Questions / Interview schedule
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