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The aim of this briefing paper is to provide practitioners with information that may benefit a child going through parental separation. This paper will explore The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) as well as discussing current policies and initiatives in Wales.
The very first declaration on children’s rights was written by Eglantyne Jebb in 1923, who later became the founder of Save the Children. Following from this in 1989 after ten years of writing the UNCRC was agreed by 194 governments worldwide. “UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, an international agreement for children’s rights” (Save the children, 2019, p.1). The document is divided into the three P’s; Provision rights, Protection rights and Participation rights (Penn, 2005). The UNCRC is built up of 54 articles. The first 41 articles set out how children and young people should be treated, and the final 13 articles discuss how adults and governments should work together to ensure children get access to their rights in order to meet their full potential (UNCRC Decoded, 2019 and Save the Children, 2019).  Unicef (2019) states all children, no matter what their religion, gender, ability or ethnicity has rights. Johnston and Nahmad-Williams (2009) suggests the UNCRC has changed children’s lives as now a child’s feelings and wishes are taken into considerations no matter what the circumstances.
Wales became the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC a domestic law in 2011 (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019). The Rights for Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 is what the law is called in Wales and it states how children should be treated (Welsh Government, 2015).










Article 3 – Everyone who works with children should always do what is best for each child (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019).
When working with children we must remember each child is an individual and all organisations should aim to reach them best outcome.
The Department of Children, Schools and Families (2003) developed Every Child Matters to ensure effective communication between a wide range of practitioners and organisations is undertaken to safeguard the welfare of children before matters arise. The aim is to encourage every child to reach their full potential both socially and educationally. The policy applies to all children from birth until the age of nineteen, regardless of their background there should be a range of support opportunities available to them (Newcombe, 2018).
According to The Welsh Government (2015) The Foundation Phase Framework has been developed for all children to learn effectively, fulfilling their potential. Activities must be planned according to the child’s individual needs and abilities and must also be engaging and appropriate.  
Early Years Careers (2019) suggests the importance of positive relationships between practitioners and parents to allow a free flow of information relating to the child so correct help, support and guidance can be offered. 

The Children Act (1989) allocates a duty of care to parents, organisations and practitioners. This ensures that the not only the child’s safety and welfare needs are met but also the child’s developmental needs. According to the Department of Education (2015) children are best looked after within the family unit with parents playing an active part unless deemed otherwise by local authorities.








Article 9 – your right to be with your parents if this is what’s best for you (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019).
According to Maynard and Thomas (2009) any decisions being made regarding the upbringing of a child must put the child’s best interests first. A ‘welfare checklist’ from The Children Act 1989 should initially be followed, which hears the feelings and wishes of the child, this also follows Article 12 of the UNCRC.
The NSPCC (2019) states children have a better upbringing when both parents are involved in their lives. There are a few ways for children to access both parents, these are, Child Arrangement Orders, Contact Arrangements and Family Meditation. However, when deciding on a child’s needs practitioners and organisations must ensure the child’s physical, emotional and educational needs are met. The Children’s Society (2019) reminds us of the importance of child protection and safeguarding matters. If a child was in anyway at risk or in a vulnerable situation there may be a possibility the child would be unable to see both parents as it could put them at risk of harm (Unicef, 2019). 
Kelly (2017) states children are happier when being able to spend time with both parents whether the parents are still together or separated. Children are said to have a better self-esteem and an improved well being achieving better results within the education system. 
The Gingerbread (2017) and Family Lives (2019) are two support charities within Wales that offer advice and guidance to families going through separation to ensure the best interests of the child.





To conclude, it is clear within each article that the child needs to be recognised as a righteous citizen, being able to openly express their views and opinions on matters that affect them and feel these views will be listened to. The voice of the child is paramount in them being able to make the most of and enjoy their rights.
Practitioners, government officials and parents need to ensure that children are aware of the first 41 articles but also work together on improving the other 13 articles to help improve legislations, policies and frameworks for future children whilst keeping the child’s welfare and safely in mind.
Each act viewed during this briefing paper links into another, such as The Education Act (1996), The Children’s Act (1989), Every Child Matters (2003) and The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) but all are under pinned by the UNCRC (1989).
Wales seems to be delivering the UNCRC clearly with help from Sally Holland, The Children’s Commissioner for Wales, being the first UK country to make them law. With continual development and help hopefully these rights will become law in many of the other countries signed up.
Article 28 – every child has a right to an education (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019).
Unicef (2019) states education plays a fundamental role within a child’s development and no matter where the child is from, their background, religion or ability they have a right to an education.
According to the Library of Congress (no date) article 2 of the Human Rights Act 1998 states everyone is entitled to an education. Within England and Wales, The Education Act (1996) has made education compulsory to all children ages five to sixteen and the parent or guardian can face a fine if a child is not attending school regularly. However, the school or organisation must be seen to be promoting high standards of education with a range of trained staff. Within Wales schools get visited by Ofsted. This is where the school is inspected over a four-day period and the inspectors follow a range of criteria to ensure the school is providing adequate education for children (Estyn, 2019).
The National Assembly for Wales (2016) advises of the Special Educational Needs (SEN) Framework to ensure all children no matter what their needs can receive an education within Wales. According to Alun Davies the Minister for Lifelong Learning one in five children in Wales has a SEN.
Article 28 is also linked to Article 12 and 3. Allowing children to express their views, opinions and ideas about what they want to learn and how, but also ensuring they child’s best interests are paramount throughout the whole of their education.
Article 12 – The child’s right to say what they think should happen is a situation that affects them and be listened to (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019).
According to James and James (2012) Article 12 supports Article 3 of the UNCRC. The best interests of the child must be the main aim when working alongside children. However, to know what the child needs and wants, the child must be able to express their own views and opinions in matters relating to them, knowing their voice will be heard. This follows on from The Children At 1989 but additionally James and James (2012) inform us that children don’t only have to orally express opinions through drawings and pictures.
The Voice of the Child has now become well known in Wales following the work of Sally Holland, The Children’s Commissioner. Ensuring children’s views are heard and respected Wales now has their own Welsh Youth Parliament who met in Cardiff this year to discuss the role young people play in todays democracy (Wales Millennium Theatre, 2019).
The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states within a setting, children should be encouraged to have an input with regards their learning and be involved in the planning of topics and what they want to learn.
Lansdown (2011) suggests the importance of children expressing their views on anything that may affect them, whether that be in an educational setting or socially. 
[bookmark: _Hlk23424833]Within Wales there is a law ensuring all schools have a school council. These are an effective way for children to have a say in how matters are dealt with within their settings (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019). However, research has shown that children within secondary schools are finding their views are not being heard. The Commissioner for Wales is now working on embedding The Right Way, A Children’s Rights Approach in Wales to recognise and emphasise children and young people as rightful citizens, encouraging inclusion of their views, ideas and opinions when decision making (Commissioner for Wales, 2017). This was created with advice and guidance from the Wales Observatory on Human Rights of Children and Young People (no date).
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