Rhiannon Handout.
· Rhiannon is a character found in the first and third branch of the Mabinogi.
· Rhiannon is the daughter of Hefeydd Hen, she later becomes the wife of Pwyll and Manawydan. She is also the mother of Pryderi.
· Rhiannon is described as incredibly beautiful, Pwyll compares every female face he has seen to her and describes them as unattractive compared to Rhiannon.
· Rhiannon has different roles within the Mabinogi, these being a maiden, a wife and a mother. Each of these roles give further depth to her character. 
Characterisation
· Rhiannon questions gender roles.
· But conforms to most norms for her gender but manipulates them to her desires.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]She has the roles of mother, wife and a single woman.
Dialogue
· Manipulates the males into doing what she wants by making them think it’s their idea
Physical appearance 
· Described as incredibly beautiful.
· She is clothed in silk.
Linguistic formulae
· Use of titles 
· Uses speech for manipulation 
Interactions with other characters
· Pwyll
· Pryderi
· Manawydan
Motivations
· Getting out of an unwanted union
· Protecting herself from Pwyll’s mistakes
· Being a Mother
Similar mythology
· The Oral Tales of India (1958)
· How a Bad Daughter Was Made a Good Wife
Wider literary context
· Culhwch and Olwen 
