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Introduction

The objective of this essay is to analyse the role of Celtic languages within the field of academic discipline.

In order to tackle this task, the essay will attempt to address the mission of this essay with the following topics: 


- Academic Discipline
- Celtic Languages
- Linguistic Science
- Celtic Art, Mythology, and Archaeology
- The Survival of the Languages and the Contribution to the Field Of Academic Discipline


With the use of citations and information extracted from various sources, the essay ought to conclude with the last listed topic, which is: the survival of the languages and their overall contribution to the field of academic discipline. 

Academic discipline

Academic discipline is the knowledge of a subject which is taught at an academic level, Celtic studies specifically have adopted the following term, Celtology.

 which related to the specific topic of Celtic studies within the Celtic academic field

Celtic Languages 

There are six known Celtic languages, within the Celtic family branch, these include: 

Welsh
Breton
Cornish
Manx
Scottish Gaelic
Irish



Out of the known Celtic languages, four have maintained survival whereby, two have experienced decline which has concluded with the death and then the resurrection of the language. As a result, Cornish and Manx that we know now are re-constructed languages
. In particular, the Cornish language has nearly entirely been re-constructed, the challenges arising from this factor will be discussed below.

It is not possible to group these languages together, therefore each language has been discussed in brief detail, under their own individual headings.

Before the individual languages are discussed further it’s important to note that the Celtic modern-day languages that are known to us in the 21st century, have lived through, revival, extinction, and transformations. As all of the languages has experienced significant changes it’s important to be aware that our modern-day knowledge and understanding of these languages may not be a true and accurate reflection of the authentic language from whence it originally progressed from.

It is argued that scholars and researcher have turned to ‘the study of mythology, anthropology, and psychoanalysis’
 in order to gain a better understanding of the Celts. 

The languages will now be discussed briefly below.

Welsh

Welsh is related to the P-Celtic branch and its sister language include, Cornish and Breton.
The modern-day language has developed from old Welsh, although it is quite different from its predecessor language, in terms of survival, the language has endured and recovered well, over the centuries.
The language has experienced four transitional periods throughout its history which are known as; Primitive Welsh, Old Welsh, Middle Welsh, and the current period, Modern Welsh
. 
Welsh entered its last transitional period (modern) between 1500 and 17000 during this period the first translated Welsh Bible was published by William Morgan. It is considered that the published bible standardised the Welsh language.



Cornish

The Cornish language is a member of the P-Celtic branch, it’s sister languages include, Welsh and Breton. However, unlike the other languages within its group, the Cornish language ceased to exist sometime during the 18th century, some argue that the death of the language proceeded after the death of Dorothy Pentraeth in 1777,  Dorothy Pentraeth was considered to be the last native Cornish speaker.

Despite that, the language experienced a resurrection in the 20th century. and in 1904, the scholar, Henry Jenner published the handbook of the Cornish languages
.
Following the publication of his work, many other linguistic materials became available shortly.
 

Manx

The Manx language is a member of the Q-Celtic family branch, as with Cornish, Manx has also experienced death and a resurrection.

Although, The last considered Manx native speaker, Ned Maddrell, passed away in 1974, which could be considered as fairly recent, in comparison with the last native Cornish speaker, who passed away in the 18th century.
The recent death of Ned Maddrell offers some advantages in relation to the survival of Manx, for instance, there are more recorded documents available, there are also recordings available of Ned Maddrell speaking the language and Ned Maddrell also taught the language to other adults
. These factors offer advantages to the survival of the language, as it offers materials for the purpose of Celtic studies and resurrection.  

Breton

Breton is the language spoken in Brittany, which is located in Western France. Its sister language include, Welsh and Cornish. The language has experienced three transitional periods which are: Old Breton, Middle Breton and the current stage, which is Modern Breton. Similar to Welsh, the Breton language also experienced threats from its neighboring languages, during the French revolution, The French government also attempted to cease the use of the Breton language. Sadly, the language has recently experienced a decline.



Scottish Gaelic

The Scottish Gaelic language is considered to have developed from middle Irish, the language does not seem to have any transitional periods, it’s sister language include, Irish and Manx. 
The language has experienced a steep decline in recent years and is also considered to be endangered. 
 


Irish

The Irish language is a member of the Q-Celtic family branch, its sister language include, Scottish Gaelic and Manx. The language has maintained it’s survival, although it has experienced six separate transitional periods throughout its lifetime, these periods are known as, Primitive Irish, Old Irish, Middle Irish, Modern Irish, Classical Modern Irish and the current period, Classical Modern Irish.



Celtic Art, Mythology, and Archaeology

Further information and knowledge have sometimes been extracted from Celtic art, mythology, and archaeology. 

Celtic Art

An analysis of Celtic art provides different views and opinions, with some arguments stating that the art demonstrates,  barbaric Celtic nature
. However, re-occurring patterns which can be identified within Celtic art, show, human faces, and eyes, along with swirls and triskelions.
It’s understandable why some may form the opinion that Celtic art is based on a ‘barbaric nature’ considering the presence of human bodies and eyes intertwined within triskelions.
However Celtic art also contains intricate jewellery and golden vases.
In my view, Celtic art can also be used as a source of information for the purposes of building a clear understanding of the Celts.


Mythology 

‘The Dagda’ is known as one of the earliest Celtic mythology and is associated with the ancient Celts, the Mabinogion is also known to be Celtic mythology and can be attested to the 13th century
. Not only do the mythologies demonstrate creativity in the practice of storytelling, but their content and written literature present an insight into their beliefs of the Celts, in particular, the Celts are known were known for their interest in supernatural forces
. 














Archaeology 

The contribution of archaeological evidence has had a significant impact within the field of academic discipline, through the use of excavations and the discovery of material culture, a stronger and clear understanding can be gained of the Celts.
Materials that have been found demonstrate Celtic links and patterns. The following statement offers an insight into the Celts and their relationship with wine, which also corroborates the historical account of Diodorus Siculus
 

‘The rich female burial at Vix neatly exemplifies the range of imports with its huge krater for wine-mixing, jugs for pouring, basins, and attic cups for drinking.’


The archaeology evidence, In addition to the historical account of Diodorus Siculus adds weight to the image that has been portrayed of the Celts.
In particular, archaeology evidence is also unbiased and can be relied upon to establish an accurate opinion. 


















Linguistic Science

‘Linguistic science has provided sufficient empirical and theoretic knowledge about human languages’
. The use of Linguistic Science has allowed Celtic studies to progress and our knowlede to develop further. The linguistic methods include: Phonology, Phonetics, Morphology, and Syntax. Other methods include,Semantics, Pragmatics, Discourse Analysis, Stylistics and Semiotics. Some of these have been elaborated, in further detail, below:

Phonology, is known to be the ‘Scientific study of the language structure’ an alternative way of explaining this subject, is that, Phonology is the method used to compare the sound structure and study the way in which a sentence is pronounced 
 
Phonetics, unlike phonology, phonetics aims to study the general study of the human sounds, without focusing on the systemic sound and structure of a specific language. There are three elements contained in the study of phonetics, these include: Acoustic, Articulatory and Linguistic phonetics
. 
Morphology, involves studying the internal construction of words, an example of the use morphology is: badly, this word encompasses the word ‘bad’ and ‘ly’.

Syntax, involves the study of analysing ‘the arrangement of words in sentences, clauses and phrases, and the study of the formation of sentences’












The Survival of the Languages and the Contribution to the Field Of Academic Discipline

The essay has attempted to draw attention to the role of the languages within the field of academic discipline, it will now attempt to conclude it’s findings.
As it’s been established earlier in the essay, in particular with the Manx language, it was discussed how the use of modern technologies were used, quite effectively, to verbally record the last known Manx speaker. The modern amenities that are available in the 21st century can be relied upon to record data and store information that could otherwise become lost, stolen, or damaged and essentially wiped from history.
Original manuscripts and texts can now be stored securely, The National Library of Wales is an example of the preservation of Welsh history. 
Archaeological evidence, which has emerged with new technologies also strengthens the position of Celtic languages and it’s identity, as new information, brings additional knowledge surrounding the subject. 

The Endangered Language Alliance
is an organisation which safeguards the survival of endangered languages. The ELA states that Breton and Irish are considered endangered and, further on the topic the ELA website states: 

‘The Celtic Languages Project recognizes and seeks to build on the deep historic connections between those languages and the New York metropolitan region’ 
Other factors that ought to be considered; are governmental related policies and laws, for instance, The Welsh Assembly in Wales is responsible for making laws and governing taxes, although they do not have full law-making powers they have some say in the way in which Wales is governed. It’s also worth noting that the Welsh government also has an input in relation to the governance of Wales, in particular their recent published goal is to increase the number of Welsh speakers to one million by 2050
. 
In my view, the above factors contribute to the survival of the Celtic language, and in particular the modern amenities along with other factors contribute to the field of academic discipline. 
Bibliography

Ball, Martin and Müller, Nicole, The Celtic Languages (Routledge Language Family Series), 2nd Edition edn (2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4EE: Routledge, 27 August, 2019)

Cunliffe, Barry , The Ancient Celts, 2nd Edition edn ([n.p.]: OUP Oxford, 26 April 2018) & The Celts: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions Book 94), 2nd Edition edn (2: OUP Oxford, 26 Jun. 2003)

Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, The, ' LINGUISTICS'

Endangered Language Alliance, The () <http://elalliance.org> [accessed 12 January 2019]. 

Government, Welsh, Cymraeg 2050: Welsh language strategy action plan (3 July 2018) <https://gov.wales/topics/welshlanguage/welsh-language-strategy-and-policies/welsh-language-policies-upto-2017/welsh-language-strategy-action-plan/?lang=en> [accessed 13 January 2019].

Koch, John T and Sluis,Paulus Van, An Introduction to the Celtic Languages 

Ladefoged, Peter N., 'Linguistics', Phonetics, , (August 21, 2014), , in<https://www.britannica.com/science/phonetics/Supraasegmentals> [accessed 11 January 2019]

Odden, David, Introducing Phonology, Second Edition edn. (United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2013), p. 2 in , <file:///C:/Users/J/Downloads/Odden.%20Introducing%20Phonology%202nd%20ed.pdf> [accessed 11 January 2019]






�	 John T Koch and Paulus Van Sluis, 10 Revived languages & Celtic in the 21st century (2018) <https://uwtsd.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=0c4a640b-e120-4b84-9808-a94200c66c32&start=undefined> [accessed 10 January 2019]. 


�	 Sinéad Garrigan Mattar, Primitivism, Science, and the Irish Revival([n.p.]: OUP Oxford, 2004), p. Abstract. 


�	 Martin Ball and Nicole Müller, The Celtic Languages, 2nd Edition edn ([n.p.]: Routledge, 27 August 2009). 


�	John T Koch and Paulus Van Sluis, 10 Revived languages & Celtic in the 21st century (2018) <https://uwtsd.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=0c4a640b-e120-4b84-9808-a94200c66c32&start=undefined> [accessed 10 January 2019]. 


�	 John T Koch and Paulus Van Sluis, 10 Revived languages & Celtic in the 21st century (2018) 


�	 John T Koch and Paulus Van Sluis, 10 Revived languages & Celtic in the 21st century (2018)


�	 John T Koch and Paulus Van Sluis, 10 Revived languages & Celtic in the 21st century (2018)


�	 Martin Ball and Nicole Müller, The Celtic Languages, 2nd Edition edn ([n.p.]: Routledge, 27 August 2009). 


�	 Martin Ball and Nicole Müller, The Celtic Languages, 2nd Edition edn ([n.p.]: Routledge, 27 August 2009)


�	 John T Koch and Paulus Van Sluis, An Introduction to the Celtic Languages () <https://uwtsd.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=d34ba384-b429-40be-a467-a94200c6f024&start=undefined> [accessed 10 January 2019]. 


�	Barry Cunliffe , The Ancient Celts, 2nd Edition edn ([n.p.]: UP Oxford, 14 April 2018), p. Loc: 913. 


�	 Barry Cunliffe , The Ancient Celts, 2nd Edition edn ([n.p.]: UP Oxford, 14 April 2018), p. Loc: 913


�	 Barry Cunliffe , The Ancient Celts, 2nd Edition edn ([n.p.]: OUP Oxford, 26 April 2018). 


�	 Barry Cunliffe ,The Celts: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions Book 94), 2nd Edition edn (2: OUP Oxford, 26 Jun. 2003), p. 12. 


�	Barry Cunliffe ,The Ancient Celts, 2nd Edition edn ([n.p.]: OUP Oxford, 26 April 2018). 


�	 Martin J. Ball and Nicole Müller, The Celtic Languages (Routledge Language Family Series), 2nd Edition edn (2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4EE: Routledge, 27 August, 2019). 


�	 David Odden, Introducing Phonology, Second Edition edn. (United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York: Cambridge University Press, 2013), p. 2 in , <file:///C:/Users/J/Downloads/Odden.%20Introducing%20Phonology%202nd%20ed.pdf> [accessed 11 January 2019]. 


�	 Peter N. Ladefoged, 'Linguistics', Phonetics, , (August 21, 2014), , in<https://www.britannica.com/science/phonetics/Suprasegmentals> [accessed 11 January 2019]. 


�	 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, ' LINGUISTICS', Morphology, , (March 21, 2016), , in<https://www.britannica.com/topic/morphology-linguistics> [accessed 11 January 2019]. 


�	 The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, ' LINGUISTICS', Morphology, , (March 21, 2016), , in<https://www.britannica.com/topic/morphology-linguistics> [accessed 11 January 2019]. 


�	 The Endangered Language Alliance () <http://elalliance.org> [accessed 12 January 2019]. 


�	 Welsh Government, Cymraeg 2050: Welsh language strategy action plan (3 July 2018) <https://gov.wales/topics/welshlanguage/welsh-language-strategy-and-policies/welsh-language-policies-upto-2017/welsh-language-strategy-action-plan/?lang=en> [accessed 13 January 2019]. 







8

