		









			
Experience of returning to education




Student name:	Rasa Vilimaite (2020471)
Module: 		Academic and Employability Skills BMSW4001
	Lecturer:  		Laura James
		


















		
Experience of returning to education

Using Gibb’s (1988) reflective cycle

Description:
In today’s modern world there are many changes how educational processes takes the place, and it has never been like this, let me say 10 years ago at school all we had was “informational” computer and IT lesson once a week and that’s all we needed. However today it is a bit different story. As Donald Schon (1991) said that we cannot take a time out from the changes and all we can do is adjust to it and action on it and this is so true- everything is changing so fast, now days life is all around computers, smartphones and network. There’s business, lessons, advertising and just people’s life’s going on in general. I got lucky to get back into education to do a course in HE in skills for workplace. Even though it took quite a few years later than I was expecting. Doing a full-time job, it did not sound like a bad idea to start university while its going online.  Even though situation we are right now with the pandemic in one way is not helping to become more closer with the lecturer’s and peers but at the same time it lets us to get to know each other in a slower and more confident way through Zoom Meetings and getting added into groups where we can interact with people that we have not had a chance yet to do. It has only been over a month on the course. Me and other peers already keeping in touch and for people like myself- always feeling insecure in a bigger group of people it is a good way to get more familiar with the personalities I will meet when we can have face-to-face lectures and that is calming. 

Feelings:
 For a very long time I wanted a change in my life, and I knew to make a change I had to put an action in to a place and that is how I decided it was a time to get back into education. To adjust into a new lifestyle was not hard when I decided what I want to do in University, and it was clear what my goals were for my future. I want a better career and a better life quality. By far it is feeling so good finally working on myself. Waking up earlier in mornings, some days going to sleep later if there’s work to do for the lectures. Working on one of my weaknesses that I did not have a higher education and making it into opening many opportunities (A.Humprey, SWOT analysis, 1960-1970), in a bigger picture I know it will be all worth it. 





Evaluation:
The beginning of course went very well- the apps we are using now is getting easier to understand and navigate lecture by lecture as not only lecturers were explaining and still are but there are many tutorials on How-to use it is covering every smallest aspect and its really helping to feel “up to date” with the technology. By far I found a little struggle on using Library on “Hwb.uwtsd” app as you need to know very well what you are looking for to find the right sources. Also, the fact that I am working full time night shift is one of my concerns and it’s not always easy to wake up early in a morning after a night shift, but this is for me to push myself to a higher limit and I know I can do it and get used to it.

Analysis: 
I think the reason it is going well by far is that I can communicate with peers through “Messenger” or “What’s app” apps and it is not as hard as it could have been face-to-face getting to know each other. We added each other into a group and added each other separately who we felt we could have an interesting conversation about lectures or life in general, who seems to think alike. And to approach my colleagues was not hard at all as we all used to messaging people that we do not know that good online and it was not an exception this time. I think when we can start face-to-face studying it will be a good head start on some of the relationships with other peers. The fact that most of my colleagues on the Moodle are adult students and all have set goals in place while taking this course are even more interesting and motivating for myself. To compare the reasons why they decided to get back into education and what their hopes are. To see that it is never too late to start working on your own better future are incredible and moving. 

Conclusion:
	There were many times where I thought I was ready to get back into education, but I never felt like I know for sure what is I want to do or a right timing, it took more years than I have planned but I am not upset about my decisions I did it when I felt it was right. Getting back into education set me on to some new goals. While learning about (Joharis,1955) window to improve it put my mind on where I got to concentrate and what I can make out of what is still missing or have not been yet discovered as a part of my personality. Oprea (2006) said that digital and network will transform the teaching and learning process. That “The School of Future” will be cybernetics and ‘living’ computer labs. That it will prepare the students on problem solving, creating and making optimal decisions in the present and future social life and this is the lives we are living in the pandemic and “Modern networking” times. It could be different, we could be all learning face-to-face, getting to know each other and sharing our thoughts easier than we are doing now, but we need to adopt the situation and go along with it, make the best of it and evolve the new skills we are thought to as the future is cybernetics and we will be using all of it in a very close upcoming time. 

 Action plan:
 SWOT analysis (Albert Humphrey, 1960-1970) lead me to see that the weaknesses we have can be made into strengths or opportunities. I had a goal before I got into education and now, I know how to make it by using SMART goal (George Doran,1981). Made me what I already got and what I need do to make it real and how long will it take me to action on it. Also I believe that being on this programme will improve my communication skills and will add on qualification which will help me to achieve stage 5 On Maslow’s(1943) Hierarchy of  Needs.
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