Week 2 Policing the Public (Ethics & PSD) Questions

· As a narrow focus on professional standards may well reinforce a technical approach to professional standards, rather than encourage a more reflective approach, as it is much easier to establish and maintain professional standards than it is to develop ethical behaviour or critically reflective practice.
· In other words tye PEQF approach is about altering attitudes and culture.


· Waddington (2013) highlights the imbalance currently found within our approach to improving policing. He suggests that there is far too much emphasis on uncovering unethical behaviour and punishing with officers found guilty of it.
· Not enough emphasis is placed upon reward and encouragement

· What does the above mean to you?
· We should avoid at all costs seeing experience as better than education or vice versa, and focus rather on seeing experience as an integral part of learning processes that produce practical wisdom within professional contexts (Wood & Tong 2009). 
· It is also important to stress that positional duties and legal obligations are not in opposition to moral obligations within policing.

· Historically the service has predominantly been made up of narrow niche of society, white, Christian, heterosexual male, therefore moral decisions made, potentially came from a narrow field of values

· As an example to consider, you find £1000 in a carrier bag, what would you do if no one else was aware? Would it be different if other people were about at the time? In either circumstance what would the public expect of you in either scenario? Think about your personal accountability and professional accountability.

· A good indicator of when you are about to do something which is potentially unethical is if you immediately think ‘I can justify this (divergence from the required standard)’ as opposed to an action being justifiable within the ethical standard.
·  When this occurs try considering a comparator at the opposite end of a spectrum you consider may be causing your behaviour or decision making to be questionable. 
· Would I treat a man differently from a woman i.e. if you stopped a young male driver for failing to give way and nearly causing an accident would you deal with them the same way as eg, a young female driver or an elderly male driver?

· You are out socialising with friends.  During the evening one of them tells you about something which occurred recently when they were out together.  You had not been present as you were on duty.  
· They describe how they had visited a series of licensed premises and all their group were steadily becoming drunk.  Late in the evening, whilst walking from one pub to another, they passed some roadworks and removed some of the traffic cones, your friend climbing onto a monument to put one on the head of a statue.  Everyone finds this very funny.  


· A friend asks you to borrow your uniform to go to a fancy-dress night. How would you react to this, and why?
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