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Trainer copy
Background to the photos
The photos are from a house in Fairwater, Cardiff where 4 children were removed from the property under Police Protection Powers. Officers were initially called to the address in relation to a domestic dispute between partners. Officers dealt with the domestic really well safeguarding the victim and ensuring her safety but left the children at the address. However, on the PPN, in the officer’s observations they noted that the house was not fit for ‘human habitation.’ This PPN was picked up by PPU who then attended at the address and took the photos as in the exercise. (There are numerous other photos illustrating other parts of the house but they are too numerous for this exercise to fit them all in). When the little girl was removed she was found to have the early stages of frostbite on her toes because of the cold conditions of the house and the freezing water that she had been walking through. There was no central heating and no lighting in the upstairs of the house. The radiator had leaked water onto the floor of the living room so there was freezing cold water all over the floor. The children were removed in the winter months. The Mum had become depressed following the break down of her relationship to her first husband (who ironically was a decorator and had decorated the house from top to bottom previously) and had become unable to cope. Her second partner did little to assist. She had stopped inviting friends and her parents to the address. It was not deemed to be criminal neglect as she was making an attempt in providing food, drink, clothing and toys for the children, she just couldn’t cope and then as the situation became worse was too embarrassed to ask for help. This was a council property so allegedly had been inspected frequently. However, from the appalling conditions this was obviously not the case.
These photo have been used with permission as a learning tool for future officers.





Paper feed
Sheet 1
You are on patrol with your colleague at 15:00 hours when you receive a call from the control room from a 14 year old girl who states that her Mum and partner are having a domestic.
You attend at the address (Trainer to show photo 1) but you cannot hear anything coming from inside. You knock on the door and it is answered by a female who seems surprised to see the police at her door but identifies herself as JULIE. She says that everything is OK but you can see from her body language that she is reluctant to let you into the address. However, you explain your concerns and Julie lets you in to speak to her.
As you enter the address you notice that it is very cold in the house.
You initially speak to JULIE in the hallway (Trainer to show photos 2 and 3). You can see from the hallway that the house is in a poor state of repair. You establish that she has 4 children, POPPY aged 2 (who is running around in just a nappy), MADDY aged 15 years, HARRY aged 7 years and JACK aged 17 years. Your colleague suggests going into the living room to discuss the matter sitting down.
You then enter the living room (Trainer to show photos 4 and 5).
What are you initial thoughts? What are your initial actions?
Photo 1 – Rubbish all around the front (which consisted of a lot of dirty nappies, some of which were not in self contained bags). This actually extended to the side and rear of the house. At the rear the rubbish in the garden was piled up against the back door and actually came up to the bottom of the ground floor window. There were brand new rubbish bins in the garden that were unused. The hosepipe from the washing machine in the kitchen was actually dumping dirty water on the rubbish in the garden as it was not plumbed in as it should have been.
Photo 2 – You can see black mould and damp on the walls. There is evidence of attempts made to clean with a hoover (in a box) on top of the disused washing machine in the hallway. There is also a box where a brand new toy has been bought for the little girl. You can see into the living room where again water has been seeping into the chair. This is as a result of the living room radiator leaking onto the floor leaving freezing stagnant water.
Photo 3 – These are the stairs down from the front door to the living room area. There was rubbish piled at the foot of the stairs below the coat rail. There was also rubbish stretching around to the left under the stairs. The situation was that they could not put any more rubbish outside so they starting piling the rubbish indoors.
Photo 4 – Again, you can see all the damp and mould on the walls. There are toys dotted about for the little girl.
Photo 5 – This rug was sodden with freezing water from the leaked radiator and the rest of the floor had stagnant freezing water all over it. Bearing in mind that the little girl was seen to be running around in only a nappy.

















Sheet 2
You speak with Mum who explains that she has had a verbal argument with her partner, nothing more, over her buying a pair of boots. He has now left the address. Her elder daughter MADDY is upstairs in her bedroom.
Whilst you are speaking to JULIE, her little girl is running around in nothing but a nappy. She seems happy and of an appropriate weight and size for her age.
You explain to Julie that you are going to conduct a welfare check on her daughter (the caller) who is upstairs in her bedroom. Her other sons are in school/college. As you are concerned about the poor state of the house you look into the kitchen (Trainer to show photos 6, 7 and 8).  As you try to find MADDY’S bedroom, you look into the other rooms and see the following
Photo 9 – Parents room
Photos 10, 11 and 12 – Upstairs landing and bathroom
Photos 13, 14, 15 and 16 – HARRY and JACK’s bedroom
You eventually find MADDY’s bedroom and she is sat on the bed quietly              (Trainer to show photo 17). You have obtained an account from MADDY which corroborates her mother’s account of a verbal argument over a pair of boots.

What are your thoughts now?
What would your actions be? 

Photo 6 – The kitchen. Obviously rubbish piled up with dirty washing. Mum was still attempting to do washing but water from the hosepipe was being dumped on the rubbish outside. The freezer and fridges contain some frozen food however, the oven and hobs are unusable. All the rubbish from the food containers are on the countertop. Scattered amongst the rubbish are the baby’s bottles.
Photo 7 – This is where their food was being cooked in the microwave which doubled as an oven. This was for a family of 6. The inside of the oven matches the outside! Again, you can see all the rubbish, mould and damp on the walls. Also, a risk in relation to the plugs and wires and sockets being covered in damp and mould.
Photo 8 – All of the rubbish from the food containers on the countertop. In the corner is the sink area which again was unused and covered in damp and mould and the bowl was full of black water.

Photo 9 – The parent’s room. There was no electricity upstairs or central heating so when the children were removed the upstairs would have been in darkness from late afternoon onwards. This is where the little girl slept with her parents in very dirty bedding. The only heating was provided by an unguarded electric bar heater at the bottom of the double bed.
Photo 10 – This is the upstairs landing outside the bedrooms and bathroom. This was where they were now attempting to prepare and cook food. However, the rubbish was now piling up here too. You can see a bag of dirty nappies on top of the toaster. They were also keeping some chilled items here as it was so cold and they could not get sufficient access to the kitchen because of all the rubbish.
Photos 11 & 12 – This is the upstairs bathroom. There was a downstairs toilet however, it was full of rubbish, the toilet was blocked with all manner of nasty things and was unusable (the photo may have made students feel slightly ill, as you can imagine so it has not been included). They were now storing, preparing food and washing up dishes in this upstairs area. Mould and damp was all over the walls and this one bathroom would be in darkness as there was no electricity in this bathroom. There were baby bottles etc mixed in with the rubbish. Kitchen knives were dispersed around the bathroom at a level where the little girl could have easily picked them up. 
Photos 13, 14, 15 & 16 – This is the 2 boys bedroom. It was completely covered with rubbish which was also the same for the wardrobe which was crammed with rubbish. There was little bedding bearing in mind that there was no heating or source of light at night. On the window sill was a half eaten pot noodle that had been left to rot in addition to half drunk drinks in glasses that mostly contained dead flies. As you can see from photo 14, the rubbish contained empty pop bottles and food packaging. Photo 15 shows more rubbish under which is actually a single bed with a mattress and bedding. Photo 16 – Rubbish was piled so high it covered the window on the other side of the room.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Photo 17 – This is the eldest daughter’s bedroom which had no door. Again, there was little bedding with rubbish piled all over the floor and over the window.


Sheet 3
You are of the view the house is not fit for the children to reside in and therefore decide to apply a Police Protection Order.

· What information do you think you need to record in relation to what you have seen?

· What must you now do? 

· What else would you do?
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