ECAD4011 – Curriculum Matters Part B 

The Primary Curriculum for Wales is now mainly focused on preparing pupils for later life and equipping them with the tools they need in life so that they can adapt positively to the changes in the world around them. “The primary curriculum focuses in on the skills that are becoming increasingly more in demand such as Digital Competency and allowing children to better themselves in their digital competency” (Welsh Government, 2017). 
This idea produced by The Welsh Government on the new curriculum in Wales is also supported by Graham Donaldson and his Four purposes which looks at what schools in Wales expect their children to aspire to be like. The four elements being that children are expected to be ambitious capable learners, enterprising creative contributors, ethically informed citizens and healthy confident individuals (Donaldson, 2015; p.31)

Throughout Key Stage 2 in primary schools Six Areas of Learning and Experience are exhibited which look at the different skills children from ages 7 to 11 will develop when taking part in subjects that include Expressive Arts, Health and Well-being, Humanities, Languages, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy and finally Science and Technology. These make up the Six Areas of Learning and Experience that children will encounter during their time in Key Stage 2 within primary schools. These six areas can either be used in lessons on their own, for example, the Mathematics and Numeracy area could be used alone when doing a lesson solely based on improving long multiplication or simple adding skills in a Mathematics lesson. On the other hand, these areas can be used in a cross-curricular approach that could see Expressive Arts used alongside Health and Well-being where children could incorporate this into a PE lesson where they would use their emotions and feelings to show different motions or facial expressions in a PE lesson when running, jumping or walking for example. 

Cross-curricular learning involves children using multiple skills, so in this case using two or more areas of the Six Areas of Learning and Experience to solve or meet different learning objectives for a certain topic or subject. An example of this would be to use the cross-curricular teaching method called Fusion which looks at “transferring the skills of one subject to help in another subject” (Barnes, 2011) such as Maths skills being transferred to help in a Science lesson. This could be a difficult method to use as the possibility of pupils having insufficient prior knowledge from one of the subjects could mean that they struggle to understand elements of the fused lesson. 
This fused method is the opposite to a multi-disciplinary cross-curricular method though as this method sees the teaching of one topic through a variety of different subjects. This could be viewed as a slightly overloading topic that will disable children from being able to retain all information gained and becoming confused between the different subject areas. However, this could be a surprisingly beneficial tool for older pupils in Key Stage 2 who may want a quick overload of information on a variety of subject areas so they can revise or look over this information before a test for example. 
Changes in curriculum have not always made pupils and parents happy but Barnes (2011) believes that Successful Teachers could make restrictive curricula relevant to children using effective cross-curricular teaching and learning methods. 

Using the theme of Famous Capital Cities, cross-curricular learning and the use of the Six Areas of Learning and Experience is prominent throughout my three lessons for pupils in Key Stage 2 which sees strong use of the Humanities Area of the Learning and Experience with a Geography and History lesson which could interlink with the Languages, Literacy and Communication area with a significant amount of work involved with looking at the language spoken and the names of different historical places in these capital cities. 
My first lesson for Key Stage 2 is a Geography session which will provide the children with a good insight into the topic and trigger their prior knowledge on Famous Capital Cities. The starter task will include a chance for children to firstly recall any countries they know of and match the capital cities to these countries if possible. This will be done on a piece of plain paper and the pupils will be asked to think of 7 or 8 countries and their Capital City with marks for correct spelling of the names. During the main body of the lesson the task that the children participated in during the starter will be expanded upon and will see the class taking part in a matching game in groups with 15 different names of countries placed on the desk. The children will then be required to match the correct Capital Cities to these countries using their prior knowledge or talking in a group to work out the correct answers. Finally, as an extra activity the children must use the photo cards of the flags provided and match these to the countries and the Capital Cities they have already decided upon. The main countries and Capital Cities used in the task will be the most notable ones such as France(Paris), England(London), Wales(Cardiff), Germany(Berlin), Italy(Rome) and many other Famous Capital Cities. At the end of this session there will be a recap and marking opportunity for the children to see where they need to improve and identify the Capital Cities they are confident of knowing. In this lesson, the children will develop a strong use of their investigative skills as seen in the Primary Curriculum for Key Stage 2 in Geography. They will be given opportunities to organise and analyse evidence, develop ideas to find answers and draw conclusions (Welsh Government, 2013). This links in well with their work on identifying and matching flags, countries and capital cities. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The second activity of the topic is History based and will improve the pupils’ historical enquiry skills such as asking and answering relevant questions about the past and selecting, recording and organising historical information (Welsh Government, 2013). This will link in to the work the class will participate in on this subject area as they will be searching for and analysing information regarding the past and selecting relevant information about the Capital City that they are considering. Within this History lesson, there will be a fun approach to the topic of Famous Capital Cities as the children will have opportunities to research thoroughly over a 30-minute period into a Capital City of choice which they must note down any famous people, places or historical buildings they think are important to that City. Similarly, this links in with the Humanities Area of Learning and Experience like the first activity based on Geography showing a cross-curricular approach to learning. Methods of cross-curricular teaching such as Multi-disciplinary could be undertaken in this lesson as it would be possible for the children to learn the topic or theme through more than one subject. In this case, learning about a Capital City through a combined Geography and History lesson. Once the children have gathered their research and ideas regarding their chosen City, they will be asked to put together a poster or a leaflet on that information so they gain an overall understanding and view of the Capital City they are looking at. Cross-curricular learning is evident in the teaching and learning of this topic and especially in the Historical subject areas as not only are the pupils accessing their knowledge on the Humanities Area of Learning and Experience where they are able to use a range of historical sources in their historical context, including documents, buildings, music and statistical data (Welsh Government, 2013) but they are also accessing their knowledge and skills regarding the Languages, Literacy and Communication Areas of Learning and Experience. The children will be using their knowledge of historical buildings and people from their chosen Capital City which they can learn or find out the meaning of the names of these places and people in the language of that country. These mental models of the world created by children and their work on a place can be linked to Piaget (1936) in his Cognitive Development Theory who says that intelligence isn’t a fixed trait and is based on a child’s interaction with the environment. 

The third and final activity that the pupils in Key Stage 2 will be encountering is an enjoyable Arts and Crafts lesson based around what they have previously learnt in the sessions on Humanities. This Art lesson will look at the Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience along with activating their prior knowledge from the Humanities sessions to support their Artwork. Within this lesson the children will be given opportunities to design and make using a range of different materials for a variety of different purposes (Welsh Government, 2013). The activity for this lesson will allow the children to become creative and use what they have learnt in their previous lessons on the topic of Famous Capital Cities to create a piece of work representative of the City they have been studying. This Art lesson will show cross-curricular teaching and learning as the pupils will be combining their Humanities work from History and Geography to make an image or object from a variety of materials in this Art lesson related to the Famous Capital City they are working on, for example, creating a sculpture of the Eiffel Tower in Paris as a group out of materials like papier mache or natural materials from the outdoor learning area. The same can be done for other Famous Cities such as London, where sculptures or drawings could be made of landmarks such as Big Ben or The London Eye. Children will not only have the option to create sculptures, they could also create an image using pencils, pens, felt tips and other materials to draw a picture of any famous people, landmarks or historical buildings in their chosen city. 

Throughout much of the three activities, elements of the Literacy and Numeracy Framework in Wales for Key Stage 2 is apparent as the children will be improving on their Literacy skills significantly in their Humanities lessons. In the Geography session, children should be able to contribute to group discussion and help everyone take part (Welsh Government, 2014). Similarly, within the Arts and Crafts activity the children will be required to take part in group discussions when deciding upon what they must do to create a successful sculpture or image of a landmark or famous person from their chosen Capital City. Along with the evidence provided regarding the use of the Literacy and Numeracy Framework and the skills the children will develop from it, they also use their thinking skills thoroughly throughout all three lessons as they will be thinking critically and creatively to help them develop personal and interpersonal skills (CEA Learning, 2018). 

Throughout the three activities there is clear use of cross curricular teaching and learning with each lesson linking together with access to prior knowledge and learning. This was evident with the Humanities lessons on Geography and History being linked as the children would use their knowledge of where capital cities are and what countries they are in to create notes on historical figures and places that they were interested in from the Capital Cities. Overall, cross curricular teaching and learning provides many significant benefits to the children in Key Stage 2 as they can embed their knowledge of two different subject areas into one Area of Learning and Experience which allows them to retain information on a theme such as Famous Capital Cities quicker. A slight disadvantage could be that there is a misconception of information and children may become confused in class due to the teaching of more than one subject area for the same topic. Overall however, cross-curricular teaching and learning provides a better and more modern way of teaching so that pupils can gain valuable information on the same themes or topics from a variety of different subjects and Areas of Learning and Experience. 
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