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In his article “A Wound not a Word: Textual Survival and Transmission” Richard Armstrong discusses how the literary sources that we have today have been transmitted down through the generations; he also discusses the problems that are presented when dealing with literary sources especially those which have been passed down to us via the medium of manuscripts.
Richard Armstrong’s article begins using clear language which flows well, making this an ideal article for beginners who have not studied manuscripts and the transmission of ancient sources before, although towards the end of the article Armstrong uses more technical terms such as fixity and multidirectionality which may seem daunting to beginners and a little confusing. However the majority of the article is easy to understand and follow for complete beginners.
Throughout this article Armstrong uses a wide variety of examples to demonstrates the points that he is making, especially in his section “the extent of our known losses”. In this section he discusses the extent of written works from the ancient world that have been passed down to us. To attempt to communicate this, Armstrong uses a long list of examples which feels repetitive and dull to read as he uses multiple cases to make the same points. One instance of this is on page 28 where Armstrong lists the number of surviving works in comparison to works we know existed for Aescylus, Sophocles and Euripides, to make the point that only a small proportion of tragedies have been handed down to us; this then continues on page 29 as Armstrong relates to us another four ancient writers who wrote tragedies and how few surviving works we have. Armstrong continues to use an unnecessarily large number of examples throughout the section to cover a variety of different types of writing, such as satires and comedies, as well as examining histories and philosophy. This overuse of examples is most prominent in section 1, however it is not exclusive to this section, for example section 2 begins with a list of works which have been recovered recently which are not apparently relevant to the article; he begins by talking about the Amana letters from ancient Egypt, which although demonstrate how sources can still be found today appear to be completely irrelevant to Greek literature which the is the focus of the book. The pointlessness of these examples is further increased by the fact that he makes the same point about ancient texts being discovered recently further on in the section on page 33, using the example of Epicurus’ On Nature which is actually a relevant example to the focus of the article. This extensive use of examples means that this article is an incredibly dull read in places, that keeps repeating the same point over again with different examples.
As we continue through the article the genres of history and philosophy are barely mentioned again and the article becomes focused on plays and epics such as Homer’s Odyssey and the Iliad. As a result, the article demonstrates in detail many of the issues that come with using ancient texts which mostly can be applied to all genres of text, which are passed down to us via manuscripts. However other types of text, particularly law texts, are often found elsewhere without manuscripts such as the code of Gortyn, which was found inscribed on a wall in Crete[footnoteRef:1], and Armstrong does not mention these meaning that this article ignores a large body of text which we know about from ancient Greece. [1:  Encyclopaedia Britannica 1999] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion this article is a good read for beginners wishing to study ancient texts and consider the limitations of the manuscript tradition however the extensive use of unnecessary examples makes this article stale in places and this article becomes very focused on drama and epic with minimal mention of other genres.
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