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The Impact of Ofsted Inspection on KS2/ KS3 Language Education In England
A Pilot Study Based on Inspection Report under Section 5 of the Education Act 2005
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Simulated          
   
      Table1 Chief Inspectors and their Inspect Report under Section 5 of the Education Act 2005 -level

Introduction

 Researcher scraped the Inspection documents from 2000 to 2017 from the Ofsted website and grouped per Ofsted Chief Inspector (as presented in Table 1) . 
 Researcher did code to cover all phases for the criteria developed through the Text of Inspection Report. Deep-dive method will be used to analyze in inspecting the 

Language Education from the Ofsted Reports（as presented in Table 2）.
 Case study on one primary school and one secondary school based on related reports as presented in Table 1.

 

Research methods

    Result & Analysis

    Conclusions

   Portion of References
 Stuart, G. and Great Britain. Parliament. House Of Commons. Education Committee (2011) The Role and Performance of Ofsted : Second Report of Session 2010-11. Volume II, Oral and Written Evidence. 

London: Stationery Office.Nielsen, F.A. (2011) A new ANEW: Evaluation of a word list for sentiment analysis in microblogs. In Proceedings of the ESWC2011.
 Ofsted (2021) Ofsted Publishes Research Review on Languages Education, GOV.UK. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-publishes-research-review-on-languages-education (Accessed: 1 

November 2024).
 Ofsted Communications Team (2022)  Inspection Report, REPORTS. OFSTED. GOV.UK. Available at: https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/40/130701 (Accessed: 6 November 2024).
 Standley, N. (2024) ‘Ofsted: MPs Call for an End to single-word Grades’, BBC News, 29 January. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-68106248 (Accessed: 1 November 2024).
 Wardle, M. (2021) Languages in outstanding primary schools - Ofsted blog: schools, early years, further education and skills, EDUCATIONINSPECTION.BLOG.GOV.UK. Available at: 

https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2021/05/04/languages-in-outstanding-primary-schools/. (Accessed: 8 November 2024).

Correspondence: 2411134@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

For Policymaker: there will be commonalities and differences in the sentiments of words that contributed to the total sentiment of Ofsted documents. ​The development of 
sentiment could cautiously be linked to policy changes in the inspection regime. ※Let us reflect on this，what is missing from the policy?  
Furthermore, key challenges are highlighted and Ofsted Inspections should more fully reflect the following aspects:
• reflecting more humanistic care for various types of stakeholders(students, schools, etc.);
• encouraging more students to pursue language studies once they are no longer mandatory;
• better integrating language courses into the national examination system (e.g., SATs);
• enabling students of all skill levels to advance their language knowledge.

   Key Terms:
Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted）
established in 1992，to improve educational standards and accountability 
within England, meeting governmental and public demand for rigorous 
oversight of educational quality. ​
Key stage 2(KS2) 
7-11y/o student for Y3-6, must learn an ancient/modern foreign language.
Key stage 3 (KS3)
11-14 y/o student for Y7-9, must learn a modern foreign language.

   Policy Environment: 
Inspectors completed an Inspection Report under Sect. 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. Ofsted follows national education policies held by the 
Department for Education. This aligns with the National Curriculum, 
statutory guidelines, and education priorities.

    The Overall Picture
 The Academies Act 2010 and the Education Act 2002 (for maintained schools) outline requirements for a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 The number of students opting to study languages at General Certificate of Secondary Education（GCSE） dropped significantly after 2004, when language study 

beyond age 14 became optional.
 The education inspection framework (EIF) centers around the national curriculum. While languages face significant challenges as a subject, they remain crucial to 

achieving the national English Baccalaureate (EBacc) goals. A low percentage of disadvantaged students and those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) continue with languages beyond KS3. Barriers at KS2 include staff expertise, curriculum design, time allocation, and transition. Exam-driven 
learning is seen as a key factor in promoting the success of language subjects.(Ofsted, 2021)

Table2 The Ofsted Inspection & one Assessment Sample of Foreign 
Language (FL) (Ofsted Communications Team, 2022) 
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