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Carry out a case study of a studied terrorist group discussing their ideology, structure, methods and consider why they should or should not be termed as ‘terrorist’. 

Terrorism is a major problem around the world and has been for many years. The terrorist group I have chosen to study for this assignment is Al Qaeda. Looking into their methods of recruitment, planning and organizing their attacks, what objects they have used to carry out these attacks. Also looking into the use of technology and how it impacts and benefits terrorist groups. And finally, what their aims and objectives are on these attacks and the group itself Al Qaeda. 
Al Qaeda is an Islamist organisation founded in the late 1980’s the leader of the group was Osama Bin laden. Al Qaeda first began as a network to support Muslims to fight against the Soviet Union when they were at war with Afghanistan, Bin laden believed that the attack against Afghanistan as an act of aggression. Bin Laden’s aim and ideology was to inspire and recruit Muslims worldwide to incite Islamic movements and to attack anyone perceived to be enemies of Islam. In the early 1900’s Al Qaeda headquarters was based in Sudan, by 1996 it was taken under the patronage of the Taliban and established its new headquarters in Afghanistan. The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica.  
Osama Bin laden is Al Qaeda’s leader, he was born in Saudi Arabia 1957 he was one of more than 50 children of his father Muhammad Bin Laden. His father was a self-made billionaire, he was a labourer and a direct manager of major construction projects for the Saudi royal family, this developed to a close relationship between the Saudi royal family and the bin laden family. Osama bin laden studied at the university of King Abdul Aziz in Jaddah, western Saudi Arabia. He studied business administration. Bin laden would also have received instruction in religious studies whilst studying at university. Bin Laden's time at university plays a key role into his future as leader of Al Qaeda. Providing him with various skills such as marketing skills to market Al Qaeda, leadership, and religious views and beliefs to influence his radical views and ideas. With all the leadership and marketing skills Bin Laden had and his financial resources, this made him the obvious candidate to become the leader. Bin laden began recruiting Arab volunteers in Afghanistan and Pakistan to fight against the soviet occupation. In 1988 he created a computerised database of all names of volunteers for the Afghanistan war, this is what then lead to a new militant network named Al Qaeda, however there was no clear objective or target of the operational group for several years. The editors of encyclopaedia Britannica (2021). The use of technology and the internet has benefited Al Qaeda massively. They were quick to use modern technology and use it to their advantage. This is where they were able to recruit the majority of their members and build their support base. There were many ways on how they recruited people, there biggest propaganda was videos and pictures. With the use of the internet, they were able to stream the videos and pictures of their views and campaigns globally, reaching to many countries around the world in order to get the most support as possible. They also were able to have their material translated into several different languages in the hope to build a support base around the world. Throughout the years jihadist websites have continued to grow along with video streams, cd’s, DVD's, video tapes, downloadable leaflets, cassettes, emails and video recordings of suicide attacks carried out by Al Qaeda, they believe by doing this it will show others what they are capable of carrying out, their commitment and courage. Cairn.info (2021). Throughout the 1990’s Al Qaeda carried out multiple terrorist attacks on the United States of America, targeting civilians and service men. Their first attack was carried out on the 29th of December 1992 targeting the U.S servicemen in a plot to kill. The attack was carried out in Somalia where a bomb was detonated in a hotel in yamen, which killed two Austrian tourists and injured the two Muslims involved in carrying out the attack. A couple of months following the attack in Somalia a second attack occurred at the world trade centre in New York, this happened on the 26th of February 1993 when a truck explodes under the world trade centre garage. This resulted in the death of six individuals and injured hundreds of people. Several people were later convicted of this terror attack they were convicted with a plot to blow up New York City landmarks, all members convicted were linked to Islamic jihadist groups. This attack was when Bin Ladens name was surfaced, when the U.S were investigating the attack on the world trade centre. However, Al Qaeda was never mentioned and there was further investigation on Bin laden at this stage. Pbs.org (October 3rd 2002). On September 11th, 2001, the people of the world were shook with the awful events that followed that morning. Four American airlines carrying hundreds of people were hijacked by the Islamic extremists Al Qaeda, they were all planned to carry out suicide attacks against the United States. At 8.45am on a sunny Tuesday morning in New York City, one of the American airlines crashed into the north tower of the world trade center building standing at 1,368 feet with a large antenna at the top taking its height to 1,730, and the south tower stood 1,362 feet high. 9/11 memorial & museum. The plane hit straight into the 80th floor of the 110 multistorey building, the impact of this instantly killed hundreds of people, injured thousands and trapping hundreds more in the higher floors of the building. Both towers weighed more than 250,000 tons, with 21,800 windows in each and contained 99 elevators. There was fear and panic in all those in both towers of the world trade center building as people began evacuating both buildings. Within minutes television cameras began broadcasting live videos and images of the devastating events taking place. It was catastrophic, people in all parts of the world paused in shock and confusion to what had really happened and why?. To begin with people assumed that this was a freak accident, however 18 minutes after the first plane crashed into the north tower a second American airline was spotted in the air taking a sharp turn aiming straight towards the south tower. 9.03am in New York the north tower of the world trade center building has been struck near the 60th floor of the building. People immediately realised that this was no accident, and that America was under attack. As panic swept through the city of New York as burning debris showered over streets below, people screaming, people injured, others searching for loved ones, firefighters and emergency services running towards the disaster in order to help and save as many people as possible. At 9.59am the south tower collapses just 56 minutes after the plan flew into it, the north tower collapsed Just before 10.30am, 1 hour and 42 minutes after the plane crashes into the building. After both towers collapsed there was a huge rescue mission, there were hundreds of people trapped under all the rubble including many firefighters and other emergency service workers. There was only six people that had been able to survive once the towers had already collapsed. The total death rate of the world trade center was 2,763. Amongst this number was the death of 343 firefighters and paramedics, 23 New York police officers and 37 Port authority police officers. This day was a devastating day to thousands of people and has had a huge effect on many people around the world. On September 11th this was not the only terrorist attack carried out on in America, the Islamic terrorist hijacked 4 planes all together 2 for the twin towers, 1 for the pentagon in Washington D.C The pentagon is a military headquarters based in downtown Washington D.C. Just after 40 minutes of the second plane crashing into the world trade center buildings, a 3rd plane crashes into the pentagon at 9.45am. the impact this attack had was the collapse of a portion of a giant concrete wall to where the plane had struck at the headquarters of the U.S department of defence. This attack took the lives of 125 military personnel and civilians, this included the 64 passengers onboard the American airliner. The fourth airline that day to be hijacked was a plane departing from New Jersey. Passengers on board the airliner had heard of the events that occurred earlier that day through online resources and telephone calls, they were able to find out this information before taking to the sky as their flight was 40 minutes delayed. Passengers soon realised they were not heading to where they should be as hijacker claimed. Panic and realisation started to sink in with the passengers that the likeliness of them making it off the airline alive was not very likely. People were phoning loved ones saying that everyone is going to die and that they loved them. As an only hope of surviving, passengers and flight attendants planned an attack on the hijackers. The passengers got together and fought the four hijackers in the cockpit, they used a fire extinguisher. This attack on the hijackers caused the plane to flip, it then sped down towards the ground crashing into a field in Pennsylvania. This occurred at 10.10am, all passengers and hijackers aboard were killed. There was no known plan to us where the plane had intended to go before civilians were able to stop the hijackers in carrying out their full attack. In all four 9/11 attacks the death rate was 2,996 people this including the 19 terrorist hijackers aboard the four planes. History.com. (August 25, 2018). The aftermath of the events carried out on September 11th, 2001, the U.S government launched the global war on terrorism. This decision was made by George W. Bush, the president of the United States of America at the time. The war against terrorism has been the longest period of continuous war in U.S history. Alongside the war there were new laws brought into action, some of these measures were that law enforcement officials were able to conduct searches without warrants, monitor financial transactions and they were able to detain and deport individuals suspected of carrying out and committing terrorist acts. These law enforcements were put into action to prevent further terrorist attacks on the U.S and to make citizens feel at ease and the restore a feeling of safety to the nation. However not everyone agreed on these laws as it was a breach into their human rights. Rowen.B. August 16, 2021. On the 2nd of May 2011 Barak Obama the president of America, sent a team of 25 US special forces to Afghanistan in the hope to carry out the assassination of Osama bin laden. 5 military aircrafts flew to bin ladens hiding place in the middle of the night. There were very little who knew about this planned attack, a handful of the US military and the senior officials around President Obama, they kept it private so that bin laden and other Islamic terrorists had no idea of the attack. Helicopters landed down into bin ladens compound, US troops hunted through his enclosure. They shot a total of 5 people, amongst the 5 killed was Osama Bin Laden, his son was also 1 of the 5. US troops left around 40 minutes after killing bin laden, leaving he compound taking bin ladens body and a lot of computer data devices and other information containing intelligence of al Qaeda's future plans/ strategies/ resources and recruitment information. This was a massive advantage to the United State of America and to the rest of the world as this gave us inside information to what was really going on with Al Qaeda and their future plans. This gave us the intelligence we needed to prevent further attacks happening. September 12th, 2012. BBC News.
With the information found with this studied group, shows that they are deemed as terrorists. The ideology and structure of the Islamic group Al Qaeda has always been the same from the very beginning, the only difference is that it has grown in members and the support system throughout many parts of the world, this has been made possible for Al Qaeda as the attacks they have previously carried out have been on a massive scale and been shown worldwide what they are capable of. The use of the technology has been a significant part to play in with this group. As the majority of their planning has been through technology, also their recruiting and propaganda. The use of technology has also benefited them using live tv, as many of their attacks have been broadcasted live across the world to show people what they have carried out, this giving Al Qaeda the publicity they want. Keeping with their original principle, and their aim to incite and inspire Islamist movements and beliefs and to attack those who are believed to be enemies of Islam, all these key factors of the Islamic group Al Qaeda proves that this specific group are terrorists. Gunaratna,R. May 19, 2005.
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