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Chardonnay, Britain’s Champagne
Undercover boss
Radio Drama/Comedy

SCENE 1: OUTSIDE SHOP. MORNING. 

SADIE is standing outside a lingerie and adult entertainment shop looking up and down the street, waiting for CHARDONNAY to appear.

SFX: Low murmur of traffic and people on way to work, school children jostle at a crossing close by. One comments on the kinky window display and his friends roar with laughter, beeping of green man crossing. Children fade. Footsteps approach. Rummaging in bag, Jangle of keys. Clears throat before addressing the character standing outside the shop.

1.  CHARDONNAY: Alright? I’m going to assume you are the new girl not some weirdo wanting fishnets before breakfast.

2.  SADIE:              Hi, yes, I’m Sadie. I was told to be here by half eight did I get that      wrong?

3.  CHARDONNAY: (sarcastic mocking voice) Your name is Sadie bet your mum was in the WI (Snigger)

4. SADIE:                 Um well she/


5. CHARDONNAY: /Yeah, yeah, I get it we don’t get to choose our names and mothers are sadistic (BEAT) Well, (over exaggerate name) Sadie half eight is right for beginners, this job is more complicated than it looks you know. When you know the ropes as well as I do and the big boss relies on you like he does me, nine is fine hon. Let’s face it who is buying butt plugs and lube this early in the morning. Weirdos that’s who, so if we can dodge them customers all the better. don’t you think.

SFX: Door swings open jingling the bell above it. Footsteps of both character’s entering the shop. Click of lights being switched on.   

6.  SADIE:	Right (BEAT) I guess that’s one way to look at it. 

SFX: Hum of ceiling fan, shuffling of feet, screech of chair across tiled flooring. Thud of bum on seat. CHARDONNAY exaggerated exhale. 

7. SADIE:            Ahem (BEAT) is there anywhere I can leave my stuff please err… sorry I didn’t catch your name.

8. CHARACTER 1: (Bitchy tone to voice) I didn’t give it. You can leave it in the backroom. There are some lockers in the corner, but they are proper grimy if you ask me. Hey new girl, while you’re back there put the kettle on (BEAT) I’m just gonna catch up on the gossip. 

SFX: Rustling of magazine pages.

9. SADIE:               UMM… OK.

SFX: Footsteps door creaks. Footsteps followed by clunking of kettle. Tap turns on. Water pouring into kettle. Clunking of kettle being put back and switched on. Rummaging in bag. Sound of water boiling. mobile phone keys being tapped, ringing.
 
10. SADIE:          (Hushed voice) Hi, Bill. You’re right it’s the Marble Arch branch that is bringing in the negative reviews and poor sales. I wouldn’t have believed it if I hadn’t met her, but she is definitely a problem.

11. BILL:               (Treated voice) My instincts never lie Sadie. What are your thoughts on the timeline, we need a quick turnaround to take to Corp on Friday.

12. SADIE:        (Hushed voice) I’ll get it done and dusted today boss. Best send Jamie over to cover the shop floor while I sift the shit though, coz we got empty shelves and stock blocking the fire exits.

13. BILL:          (Treated Voice) Bloody hell, worse than I thought. Definitely no grounds for unfair dismissal then that’s a silver lining.

SFX: Kettle finishes boiling and clicks off.

14. SADIE:         Always got the positive spin Bill I can see why you’re in-damage control (chuckles).

15. BILL:             (Treated voice) (chuckle) Update me when the damage is done, good luck (chuckle).

16. SADIE:                Ha! thanks boss, will do. Bye.

SFX: hang-up button pressed phone rings off. Footsteps. Door creaks.

17. SADIE:                Chardonnay, can we have a word.

18. CHARDONNAY: What the actual dildo! You been snooping in my shit!? You sneaky little rat! You know what we do with vermin round ere don’t you?

19. SADIE:               What, I didn’t/

20. CHARDONNAY: /Shoot em’ with a bloody air gun. You wanna get shot new girl! 

21. SADIE: Well, this just gets better and better and here I was feeling a little sorry for you, so thanks for eliminating all doubts or compassion I may have had. for once I might enjoy this.

22. CHARDONNAY: What are you on about you jumped up little twat why the hell would you feel sorry for me? Do you know who I am?!

23. SADIE:         Yes, I do know exactly who you are (BEAT) Princess Chardonnay Louise Murphey. It is my pleasure to tell you I work for Bill weathers your big boss and you are no longer employed by our company or sister companies effective immediately. Please collect your belongings and leave the premisses.

24. CHARDONNAY: You bunch of saggy vaginas! I can’t believe Bill fucked me like that! What is that limp dick bastard playing at.

25. SADIE:                 Oh, I thought that was obvious. Your SACKED!

SFX: chair squeaks across the floor and is thrown to the ground with a crash. Stomping footsteps. Sound of multiple objects cascading on to tiled floor.

 
26. CHARDONNAY: You can keep him Saddo! don’t expect me to go quietly this is outrageous!

27. SADIE:             That’s fine I’ll just make sure the CCTV is on for the police when   they get here.

28. CHARDONNAY: Urrgghh! What a biatch! (BEAT) (scarily calm voice) Tell Bill, Angela knows everything and is taking him to the cleaners using the revealing photos I sent her. 
    
SFX: Angry footsteps. Bell above door jingles. Door slams. Bell above door jingles again. 

29. CHARDONNAY: Just so you know, I tested every product on the shelves while I had raging thrush and possibly gonorrhoea! Good luck dealing with those lawsuits! (maniacal laugh)

SFX: Door closes jingling the bell.

30. SADIE:             Wow!  

SFX: Footsteps. Chair being put right. Thud of bum on seat exaggerated exhale from Sadie. Doorbell jingles again.

31. SADIE:           Don’t tell me you pin pricked all the condoms as well! (BEAT) Oh Jamie, I’m sorry I thought she was back again.

32. JAMIE:        That bad hey? I was wondering why that woman outside was screaming Saddo Sadie gave me crabs and Bill can’t get a boner for his mistress or his wife (Chuckles).

33. SADIE:            Oh my god (Chuckles).

SFX: Chuckles fade out as Grams- (Cindy Lauper girls just want to have fun) fade up to signal end of scene.


Character overview

Princess Chardonnay Louise Murphey (31)
Princess to her Daddy, Chardonnay to everyone else. Although she always felt Champagne was more befitting and may have helped her find her filthy rich prince by now, rather than cheap wannabes. Her Daddy, Tommy a semi-retired, West End Gangster once had health, money and influence in spades but now in his late 70’s all are waning. Despite the dwindling money which had pushed her mother Louise to leave for America (where she bagged herself a sickly husband belonging to an old money family), Chardonnay is still a daddy’s girl. Living with him in the sought-after Stanley Cresent in the centre of the trendy Notting Hill postcode. She is well known in the local drinking establishments as the life and soul of the party, but far too high maintenance and kinky to take home to mother.  
Chardonnay loathes the idea of working, but with her liking the finer things in life and the bank of dad running dry it’s a needs must situation. She has no formal proof of education never completing secondary school as she was far to busy partying at her dad’s clubs. She would frequent Empire on the weekends for the bands, booze and boys and The Blue Lounge in the week, mingling with the top tier of society like some kind of criminal dynasty socialite. What skills Chardonnay does have she uses sparingly. Choosing to work smart not hard for her money, smart meaning let someone else pick up the bill. With a potty mouth that can talk the hind legs off a donkey, bone structure that Michelle Phifer would envy, plus the contacts of her underworld upbringing Chardonnay never struggled for opportunities to excel. But she would rather be a trophy wife, a kept woman than a businesswoman much to her dad’s disappointment. He had hoped after both her brothers had died in their early 20’s (casualties of business gone wrong) that she might take over the running of the clubs. Chardonnay attempted to run the clubs for a month, before throwing a diva fit and costing her daddy a lot of money (She cleared out the safe and booked a two-week trip to the riviera where she drank champagne for breakfast and sunbathed on super yachts).
 Chardonnay ended up working in a high street shop specialising in adult fun called Pillow Talk dealing with kinky couples and weird, lonely men that make her skin crawl. She enjoys what she calls the perks of the job. Testing out the products on her lunch break in the backroom with customers on the shop floor, or on quiet days when the English weather kept people at home behind the till-desk, while stuffing purple 20-pound notes down her top imagining they are red fifties. The only sexual relationship with a real penis she had in the last two years had started at the annule Christmas party. Continuing for the last 6-months in seedy meet up’s to fit around her lover’s family life. Being a married man of 15years and not particularly wealthy, Bill is not her ideal man but somehow she had fallen head heels for this cowardly love cheat. Becoming jealous and slightly unhinged about his family life. Bill would never leave his wife and Chardonnay knows this. He is far to cowardly, yet she pines for him anyway. Going to strange lengths to get his attention. Like posting him her worn underwear. Sneaking in his office while he is at lunch and waiting for him to return in nothing but a trench coat like a scene from her favourite TV show Sex in the city. 
 One evening she went as far as turning up at the same restaurant as him and his wife on date night, wearing a very revealing outfit that showed off her well-toned body. She loves a scene thriving on making others feel uncomfortable and inadequate. Although lazy by nature Chardonnay is not one to be out done or out manoeuvred especially by a coward like Bill. If she feels like she is being taken for a fool, she will covertly plot your total annihilation while smiling to your face. She relishes the take down often coming up with unique ways to cause destruction and chaos. Probably why her friendship circle consists of her and possibly the bar tender in the Prince Bonaparte on Chepstow Road, but that may just be because she keeps him in the job with her heavy weekenders. Who needs friends when you have a drink and a cunning plan for company.


A turn for the worse

A three-part TV Psychological Drama. Each episode 60 minutes. Series one. 
Set in the Nottinghamshire suburbs in the late 1990’s to early 2000’s culminating in 2015.
Tag line: When Melissa’s past actions come to light it tears her family apart in the worst ways. Who will pay the highest price for her lies? 
A seemingly average family dynamic that is shrouded in deadly secrets. Starts off slow amping up the tension as secrets are revealed and we witness the making of a serial killer. We will initially focus on Melissas son Jason making him the red herring for viewers, with his rage outbursts and narcissistic view of the world.
We will start of slow giving a view of family life at present. Gary at work in his garage a laid-back hardworking man. Melissa running her own cleaning business and attending community events.  Dinner in front of the tv and motocross racing on the weekends.  The first inciting incident will be an argument between Melissa and her husband Gary, this will lead to Jason believing his father is having an affair. Jason will become more unstable causing a horrific accident which kills his dad. Although we will hint that the accident is Jason’s fault, we will not confirm it at this point. Before Gary takes his last breath, he tells Jason the big secret Melissa has kept from them. Jason will become quite disturbed and be in severe shock.
The viewers will not be privy to the secret until the third episode and the confrontation between Jason and Melissa in the car. Keeping the viewers guessing until the big reveal. The third episode will largely be made up of flash backs to slowly unfold the evil in their past. The flash backs will also explain the mental health struggles of Jason in the present. 
The past will reveal Melissa’s struggle to bring a baby to full term. We witness her meeting Jasons biological mother, who is young and heavily dependent on opioids and other drugs causing many implications to her unborn son. Melissa will attempt to make a deal with Alice, Jasons biological mother to get Jason into her care. 
Finally, the flash backs will show the moment Alice goes back on the deal and Melissa snapping. She will kidnap Alice and take her to a holiday house that she cleans. The stress of being kidnapped forces labour on quickly causing Alice great difficulty as the pain intensifies. Unwilling to allow the death of yet another child Melissa decides to play doctor and perform a C-section. We’ll come back to the present to witness Jason vomiting from the shock of Melissas’ confession. He will reveal his own secret about what really happened to Gary. Becoming hysterical his cries will turn into Alice’s cries where we see her life slipping away. Melissa will dispose of the body in the river Trent and assume the mother role in Jason’s upbringing.

Episode one: Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth.
Opening on a scene of a younger Melissa and Gary sat on their sofa cradling Jason in awe. Time will jump to the present day where an older melissa is talking to a pregnant neighbour about how they always wanted to be parents and after many failed pregnancies the grief nearly ripped them apart. When they were blessed with Jason. We will witness the doting parents and their willingness to go above and beyond for him at every opportunity. Jason now 17 has grown in to a narcissistic, self-inflated, ill-mannered young man. Full of anger and an undiagnosed schizophrenic. This episode will concentrate on Jasons fiery nature and dependency on his parents. We will learn about the distance between the parents but also their unwavering devotion to the angry young man they raised in their countless cover up’s on his behalf for extreme and antisocial behaviour. Leading to a hint for viewers that Melissa has something to hide when she refuses to take Jason for blood tests for his obvious mental health condition or to see if he is a match for his father’s failing kidneys. We will later be led to believe that this strange reaction is due to Gary’s infidelity and their secret divorce neither of which is true.
Jason and Gary are avid motocross enthusiasts and are well known at their local off road dirt track. They take part in the yearly trials and competitions held across the country by the AMCA. Jason, like his dad has won many of the coveted trophies. They spend their Sundays in the large garage attached to their house, stripping and rebuilding their Kawasaki KX450F’s. To the bone shaking beats of Korn and Slipknot, screaming out of the beat-up CD player in the corner. Not particularly to Gary’s taste he is more of a Ratpack man, but Melissa has found it helps Jason calm down from episodes of seemingly uncontrollable rage.
 Gary would say the outburst were down to being spoilt by Melissa. Melissa would say they are due to the deteriorating health of Gary. Who’s type 1 diabetes had got so bad he now has weekly visits to Nottingham University Hospital for dialysis. Leaving him unable to participate in his favourite sport like he did. Causing tension between Gary and Jason as he struggles to put himself in Gary’s shoes, only seeing the negative effect on himself. After a heated conversation on the way to the track, Jason says he will donate his kidney to his dad so things can go back to normal. Gary gives him a flat out “No!”. Jason is not one to be told no as that word had never carried any meaning in his life before. He goes to the doctor and gets tested to be his dad’s donor. This spiteful, selfishly motivated action and at the same time probably the most selfless thing Jason has ever done will cost him everything. 

Episode 2: Love lies.
Jason is woken early on a Sunday morning by raised voices, in his groggy state he rations that there must be a couple arguing on the street outside his window, he reaches for his phone to gauge the time. The screen reads 6.33am. Annoyed he throws back his covers and stumbles to the window pulling the curtain aside to tell the inconsiderate couple to shut up. He is surprised to find the street empty bar a dog walker on the opposite side of the street. The sounds on screen fade in and out as if tuning a radio station. Jason realises the arguing is coming from inside the house. He is unsettled by this. In 17years of living he has never witnessed his parents raise their voices. He pulls on his dressing gown stubbing his toe on his bedside cabinet whilst trying to slip on his sliders. Groaning loudly in pain he hops to the landing. By the time he reaches the top of the stairs the voices have ceased. Melissa is in the kitchen diner pouring tea into Jasons favourite mug. Melissa greets him and Jason gives her a funny look. He turns to his right and pokes his head through the arched doorway that leads into the living room. Gary is hunched over in his chair tying his laces. Jason speaks to him. Gary doesn’t look up instead nodding his head in acknowledgement. Jason turns back to Melissa for some kind of explanation. Melissa plasters a smile on her face and despite the wetness of her lashes she tells him everything is fine; this greatly frustrates Jason who is unused to having something withheld from him.
In the weeks that follow the early morning argument, Jason becomes more and more frustrated and angry. With no explanation and an increasingly absent father he makes up his own story of events and determines that his father is having an affair. The thought of his father’s betrayal infuriates Jason who takes it personally and smashes up his room in a rage. Melissa contacts Gary and gets him to take Jason to the track to burn off some steam. Jason is livid that his mother is making him spend time with his traitorous father and doesn’t make it easy for Gary who half-heartedly tries to engage with him. With little joy Gary turns to Metallica to fill the angry silence hoping his son comes around. At the racetrack Gary tells Jason to unload the bikes while he goes to check-in at the office. Jason unloads the bikes and tinkers with them before rolling them to the edge of the track. Pulling on his helmet he notices Gary coming back across the field, anxious to avoid conversation he wheel spins off the start line narrowly missing his dad as he roars past. Gary jumps out the way waving his hands in the air and shouting something in audible over the noise of the bikes. Annoyed he decides to teach is son a lesson by beating him on the track. Screeching off the start line Gary picks up speed quickly and notices his steering is unsteady as he flies over the first big jump. His bike crashes back to earth and the front wheel comes free smashing him in the face and cracking his visor.  In the chaos he loses his grip and ploughs his chest into the handlebars with bone crunching force. Rolling on the floor disorientated and struggling to breathe Gary tries to remove his helmet. The inside of the visor is splattered with blood.
 A siren blares to let the other bikers know there has been an accident and to clear the track. Several people run to Garys aid including Jason who is beside himself and keeps repeatedly apologising to his dad. Gary finally frees himself from his helmet revealing the purple hue to his oxygen starved flesh. He pulls Jason to him desperately trying to tell him something important. Jason doesn’t quite understand what he is saying through his wheezing blood spittled breaths. The blue sirens arrive on the field five minutes to late and Gary is declared dead at the scene.
 Jason is sat on a bench in front of the office wrapped in a space blanket when Melissa arrives. She tries to talk to him, but he is in shock and doesn’t hear her. Caught on Gary’s last words that he repeats under his breath over and over again. The episode will end on this cliff hanger of the secret and the accident.
Episode 3: The terrifying truth.
We open on Melissa’s face looking worried as she drives Jason home. On the journey Jason is eerily quiet. When he does finally speak, he makes his mother jump with surprise. He quizzes her aggressively about what his dad had revealed in his dying breaths. Feeling intimidated by her sons’ tone Melissa pulls over. She takes a deep breath and asks if Jason really wants to hear the truth because once he knows he may feel differently about her.
 Jason almost explodes with anger as he screams in her face “JUST TELL ME THE FUCKING TRUTH!” cowering in the face of his rage she begins to tell Jason the real story of his birth. The events flash into her mind with broken clarity at first. She recalls her desperate need to be a mother after suffering countless miscarriages and two still births and the flashbacks become solid and her voice fades into the background as the story unfolds.
 Melissa is at one of her hospital visits. She meets an expectant mother at the start of her pregnancy called Alice. Melissa feels sorry for this young girl a mere 18 years old clearly addicted to opiates and self-harming by the state of her arms. Alice carries a Walkman with her everywhere playing a heavy metal mix tape over and over. She confides in Melissa that it helps drown out the voices in her head. 
Melissas voice is full of disdain as we fade back to the present briefly “She didn’t deserve motherhood; not like I did.” Jason’s face displays a plethora of emotions as he listens. His face morphs into Alices’ and the car morphs into a hospital waiting room.
 We see Melissa crying and Alice trying to comfort her. We find out that Melissa has miscarried again at 4 months pregnant. Melissa befriends Alice and convinces her that she should give her baby to her, with the promise that Melissa will help her get clean and set up her life so she can have a better future. Alice agrees that her baby would be better off with Melissa.
 Melissa fakes the rest of her pregnancy so Gary and other people will believe the baby is hers. With Melissas’ delicate situation and history her strange behaviour is not flagged as anything but overprotective worry. Towards the end of the pregnancy Alice begins having doubts and wants to keep the baby. Melissa is wracked with grief, her mind warped by her desperate need to be a mother. She takes Alice hostage in a little holiday cottage that she cleans near the river Trent in Beeston. The stress of this encounter sends Alice into labour, and she struggles to birth the baby. Melissa worries that the baby will die if she doesn’t act fast. She ties Alice to the metal bed frame. Alice begs her to call an ambulance. Melissa ignores her and offers her a rolled-up paper to bite down on. She performs a caesarean section with a kitchen knife soaked in vodka. The scene fades out as she presses the knife into the lower abdomen followed by the screams of Alice.
 Jason can’t believe his ears and opens the car door to vomit violently. Coming up for air he calls her and himself a monster. Melissa is confused until Jason elaborates admitting that he tampered with Gary’s bike. The reality dawns on Melissa. “Son you’re not a monster.” She says. Jasons angrily shouts in Melissa’s face “I am not your son! What did you do with her, my real mother?” Melissa drops her head and shakes it as she replies “She lost a lot of blood ... I couldn’t risk them taking you away. So, I made her disappear.” 
Alices’ hair visibly pokes out the top of a rolled-up carpet. Heavy breeze blocks are tied to it and Melissa rolls her into the river Trent, she looks back at her car and the wriggling bulk of blankets on the front seat. We will see Melissa return home explaining how her phone died and she went into labour in the carpark after yoga. She will explain the ambulance crew had attended and had released her at the scene after checking her and baby over. Gary will be so smitten he will not question the holes in her story as he has no reason to. We will get a happy family shot on the sofa the same shot that began the series only now with context it’s not the happy affair we originally thought it to be. 
Back in the car the two of them stare out the windscreen at nothing in pure silence. There is a paper on the backseat and front page reads ‘Body discovered in river’. This is where the episode will end. Leaving the door open for the next series.
