Absurd practice

The Dogmatist – teaching students dogmatically does not comport with reality.
“to claim hidden knowledge is not to teach students but to brainwash them”

“he (sic) hasn’t come in contact with death; that’s why he can speak with such assurance of truth” – Rieux

If students don’t come into contact with failure, do they act with such assurance that they cannot fail?

Should I dance around the ‘failure’ line? ‘scare’ students onto the right past?

The Activist – resisting injustice, even in the case of living as you wish following the same daily routine. However, self-imposed isolation (only worried about self) results in selfishness, not one who resists injustice.

Teachers must realise that students are the ‘citizens’ in their communities, and they can meaningfully participate. Students themselves have the most impact in their communities.

Does this mean we should be cautious of making decisions, announcing, declaring, etc, on issues and causes that are far removed from the student’s ‘communities’?

Can I only find ‘meaning’ working side by side with students? Working with them not above them? Am I able to cultivate meaning, solidarity, and responsibility alongside students, how can I trust they with work with me in the correct direction?

The Healer – have I removed myself from my ‘patients’(students)? Do I live in a world of abstractions? Is my passion and professionalism being held back by lack of compassion and empathy? I haven’t lived in the same world as my students, so does this preclude any sense of meaning behind my teaching?

But do I accept responsibility for these students? Is their failure my doing? Is their success due to my guidance? Do I seek to clear the noise of society from students’ ears and teach them wonder? Who am I to decide what is worthwhile, beautiful, good, or true?

“Teaching thus is not the memorization of doctrine or fomenting of revolution but the restoration of the mind and spirit to contemplate the enduring things, both human and divine.”

