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Research Question (1 sentence max.)To explore the influence of stakeholder views on the decision of Dyfed-Powys Police officer’s to carry and administer Nyxoid to those experiencing an opioid overdose.

Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 
	The use of Naloxone and Nyxoid has been used by medical professionals for around 40 years to combat the effect of opioid overdoses. (Rando et al 2015).  The rate of such overdoses has increased dramatically over a number of years resulting in a significant rise in fatal opioid overdoses across the UK (Rando et al 2015).
Police have for some time been seen as a vital stakeholder in stemming this rising death rate given their regular position of being the first at the scene of an overdose (Murphy & Russell 2020) and there have been several trials across the world testing the impact of Police Officers carrying and administering variants of Naloxone to tackle opioid overdoses. (Rando et al 2015).  The United States of America, faced with a significant fatal overdose rate much earlier in the 2010’s than the UK, identified carriage of Narcan by law enforcement officers as a solution as early as 2011.  UK Police Services were somewhat later to come to the same position and as such, UK policing is in a position of infancy when it comes to the use of Nyxoid by policing. The UK Policing position is that Officers volunteer to carry Nyxoid and are not mandated to do so.
Research has predominantly been undertaken in America where Naloxone, and its nasal spray alternative, Narcan, have been widely available to emergency service workers, far longer since 2011 (Wermeling 2013).  The introduction of Naloxone and Nyxoid (the UK nasal spray variant) within UK Policing has been far more recent and there is limited understanding of UK Officer’s views on carrying and administering such products. UK Policing has a number of stakeholders interested in the police carriage of such products here, including the Independent Office of Police Complaints who retain oversight of any death or serious injury of persons following police contact, also the Police Federation who provide support and guidance on a paid subscription basis to Officers who may be subject to any disciplinary action as a result of their actions in the workplace.
Research into Police Chief’s views on the use of naloxone (Smyser & Lubin 2018) found Police Chief’s understood the scale of the problem of opioid deaths and saw Naloxone as a viable option for countering this and reducing deaths, there was little concern raised about long-term implications for the organisation or the officer, other than legal liability for not recognising an overdose and therefore withholding Naloxone.
UK Policing has an interesting dynamic surrounding Nyxoid as the Police Federation position on the Police carriage of Nyxoid, not in Police Stations but on the street, is a ‘mission creep’.  Their publicly stated view is that the treatment of health matters such as overdoses belongs to those employed in health care provision, and to ask officers to carry nyxoid is stepping significantly over operational  boundaries and impeding on police activity.
A 2016 study by Wagner et al (as cited by Murphy & Russell 2020) posed the agree / disagree question to American law enforcement officers that “it should not be the job of law enforcement officers to treat drug overdoses”, their responses implied that the officers were less supportive of enforcement agencies naloxone measures. However other studies (Ray, O’Donnell & Kahre 2014) suggest this was more likely linked to compassion fatigue and stigma.
None of the American studies reviewed, identified such similar organisational barrier to officers based on either the basis of potential complaint or remit of their service.  Therefore, the focus of this research will aim to ascertain the views of those stakeholders, how they were communicated and the impact of those views on the officers invited to voluntarily carry Nyxoid. 
(this box should expand as you type)



Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.The aim of this research is to identify the views of major stakeholders within UK policing towards the use and administration of Nyxoid by officers. Most importantly to establish and analyse the influence of those views on officer’s decisions as to whether to carry Nyxoid. 


 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aimsEstablish the role and influence each stakeholder has on officer’s decision making when considering whether to carry and administer Nyxoid.
Assess the actual decision made by the officer, establishing the impact each stakeholder had on that decision.
Explain the reasons particular stakeholders hold influence over the officer’s decision making and understand how it influenced the decision.
The  outcome of the research will inform future working practice and policy writing when introducing new health based policing methods into the work place and considering demand that traditionally sits with other emergency services.



 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? The research methodology will take a pragmatic approach using a comprehensive literature review, followed by quantitative collection of primary data via Likert scale questionnaire, with a qualitative aspect whereby views expressed in text statements are also collected as part of the questionnaire. This will be undertaken by survey of the research participants.



Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. 4 test areas were identified within the Dyfed-Powys Police area in December 2021 that had experienced the highest number of fatal opioid overdoses (Source Hywel Dda health Board, Dyfed-Powys Police – link source).  Those 4 areas were Llanelli, Aberystwyth, Pembroke Dock and Llandrindod Wells. 
Officers attached to the stations in those 4 locations were invited to take part in a Nyxoid trial on a voluntary basis between December 2021 and May 2022, 40 officers volunteered and underwent training with staff from commissioned drug services.  Following this the staff were permitted to carry and administer Nyxoid on the public.
The research proposes that officers from these 4 stations are surveyed, both those that did volunteer along with those that declined to do so to ascertain the full range of views. The original trial involved 40 officers, this number was manageable and provided a reasonable trail experience and evaluation – the same number would provide a reasonable response, outcome  and evidence base to this research question.
The research will also survey groups from other departments outside of response officers to include offender management, roads policing and Police Community Support Officers, as having observed colleagues deciding on whether to train and administer Nyxoid, their views will provide context to the future decision of those involved in a roll out. 


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  The researcher is a senior officer within the organisation, consideration has been given to how the questionnaire will be distributed to minimise any influence.
Using Microsoft forms, the participants will be able to provide informed consent. They will be informed of the aims of the research, how it will benefit them and the organisation, who the researcher is and why the research is being undertaken. This aims to reduce the impact of the researchers rank within the organisation and ensure the participant understands their response must be independent.
Should the participant decide not to continue the form will record their decision to not proceed and exit them from the questionnaire. The research does not require information from any vulnerable individuals and all participants are adults.



 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?The questionnaire will be created via Microsoft forms and the data exported to Microsoft excel spreadsheet.
Excel will be utilised to analyse the data and create data tables, graphs and charts to assist the researcher in presenting the information on conclusion.
The data will be stored securely and the outcomes shared with the University and Dyfed-Powys Police.














Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.Topic research
No. of weeks
By When
Proposal
3
09/12/2022
Ethics Form
3
09/12/2022
Write chapter Lit.review
4
15/01/2023
Send out surveys
1
30/01/2023
Write chapter research methodology
2
13/02/2023
Write chapter data collection
3
15/03/2023
data analysis
4
30/04/2023
Write chapters conclusion & Recommendation
4
31/05/2023
Write chapter Introduction
2
12/06/2023
Submission
1
03/07/2023

















Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  The research will achieve an understanding of the main influencing factors for serving officers when faced with the option of carrying and administering Nyxoid, along with the impact of a Staff Support Service, actively voicing concerns for them not to carry the product.  
Currently, the UK Police Service only requests volunteers to carry Nyxoid, it would be beneficial for all frontline personnel to be trained to carry and administer Nyxoid as a standard part of First aid kit. I anticipate that fear of the unknown and concern raised by stakeholders could be a barrier to more staff utilising Nyxoid, therefore the research will assist in identifying the barriers and recommending options to overcome them.
Understanding this dynamic will assist Police leaders across the wider service to negotiate the introduction of Nyxoid and understand officer’s likely response to the proposition. It may also highlight gaps in National best Practice or guidance available in this area that would present additional barriers to staff uptake.
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