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Introduction
With the deepening energy crisis which has resulted in huge increases in both domestic and commercial fuel bills and the ongoing issues in Ukraine which forces governments to question their reliance on Russian fuels and fossil fuels in general, the question is can architects offset the energy crisis?

What are practices doing to move away from traditional fuels in their developments?  Are the choices that are made client led, or architect led? 

Methodology
The main body of information that will be collected will be in the form of a questionnaire, backed up with interviews of practicing architects.  I would like to get a cross section of those in practice, from small to large studios.  I want to understand whether practices actively promote alternative fuel options to their clients and if they do, are there any patterns or trends to be found relating to the size of the practice.

I will also investigate several case studies ranging in size from small domestic schemes to much larger commercial ones.  It will be interesting to ascertain whether there are any trends depending on the size of the development.  Are smaller developments more likely to utilise more sustainable options? 

Aims & Objectives
I want to understand how practices view the energy crisis and their responses to it.  
Do they feel there is one?  Do they pay it any attention when they are developing schemes for clients?  Is it their main priority when developing their design strategies, or is it an afterthought which becomes somewhat of a tick box exercise? 

From my research I hope to be able to identify trends within the industry relating to the size of the practice and the level of innovation they display when designing for clients.

I also hope to be able to identify potential barriers that prevent architects delivering projects which can help to offset the energy crisis. 

Literature Review
Initially I will look at journals like the AJ and the RIBA website.  By doing this I hope to identify innovative practices like Mikhail Riches, Mole & Architype who can become case studies.   

The literature review will also cover local, regional, and national government legislation relating to energy.

Limitations
The major limitations will be respondents.  The main body of information I hope to gather will come from my questionnaire and interviews, so if I fail to get a significant response rate from those canvassed, it will limit the data I have to develop the dissertation.

Ethical Considerations
I need to be aware of GDPR regulations when dealing with respondents’ personal information.  I also need to be prepared for people to be unwilling to be quoted in the main body of my work.  

Timeframe
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Conclusion
My initial feeling is that most, if not all practices will claim that they always have sustainability at the forefront of the design process.  The question will then become more about why this doesn’t always translate to the built environment.  Are smaller practices more likely to be more sustainably conscious? What, if at all, do they feel they are prevented by?  Is it cost?  Is it the client?  Does there need to be a change in legislation in terms of planning and building regulations to facilitate a more sustainable approach?  This dissertation will aim to answer these questions. 
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