A crown prosecutor is someone who decides whether there is enough evidence for a case to go to court.
[bookmark: _Int_ziiXICpt]In the UK legal system, a Crown Prosecutor, also known as a Crown Counsel or Crown Advocate in some jurisdictions, is a legal professional responsible for representing the state (the Crown) in criminal cases. Their primary role is to assess evidence provided by law enforcement agencies and decide whether to bring charges against individuals accused of committing crimes. Crown Prosecutors work within the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), an independent public authority in England and Wales, and similar bodies in Scotland and Northern Ireland. Their ultimate goal is to ensure that justice is served while upholding the rule of law.
When making charging decisions, Crown Prosecutors follow certain tests and guidelines to determine whether there is sufficient evidence to proceed with a criminal prosecution. These tests help ensure that only cases with a reasonable chance of success are pursued, avoiding the unnecessary waste of resources and protecting the rights of the accused. There are two main tests used in the UK legal system when making charging decisions:
· Evidential Test: This test assesses whether there is enough evidence to provide a realistic prospect of conviction. In other words, the Crown Prosecutor evaluates whether the available evidence is strong enough to convince a jury or magistrate of the defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. If the evidence is deemed insufficient, the case may not proceed to court.
· Public Interest Test: Even if there is enough evidence to meet the evidential test, the Crown Prosecutor must also consider whether it is in the public interest to pursue a prosecution. Factors considered in this test include the severity of the alleged offense, the impact on the victim, the defendant's criminal history, and any mitigating circumstances. Prosecutors must weigh the potential benefits of pursuing a case against the potential harm or disadvantages to the defendant, the victim, and society as a whole. If the public interest is not served by proceeding with a prosecution, the case may be dropped.
· Stage 1 - Evidential Sufficiency: Prosecutors consider whether the evidence is strong enough to establish a prima facie case against the defendant. This means that there must be enough evidence to support each element of the offense being charged.
· b. Stage 2 - Evidential Admissibility: Prosecutors evaluate whether the evidence is legally obtained and can be presented in court in accordance with the rules of evidence.
· 
It's important to note that Crown Prosecutors must exercise their discretion impartially and independently, without political interference. Their decisions are guided by the principles of fairness, justice, and proportionality. Additionally, the CPS provides detailed legal guidance known as the "Code for Crown Prosecutors," which outlines the factors to be considered under both the evidential and public interest tests. 
(https://www.cps.gov.uk/#:~:text=decides%20which%20cases%20should%20be,to%20victims%20and%20prosecution%20witnesses.)


