[bookmark: _GoBack]What made the aspect of burying and mourning the dead a religious task in the Roman Empire during Late Antiquity. This essay will answer that question by focusing on how and why burying their deceased relatives was an important part of their religious duty, and by analysing the way Emperors were buried and mourned, and the other focus will be on how mourning the dead was in a religious context. Evidence that will be used will come from Religion in The Roman Empire by Rives and the primary sources will be used from Roman Religion: A Sourcebook by Warrior. By using Warrior, we will be able to see first hand accounts of how the Romans dealt with the burial and mourning of their relatives and Emperors. One way that this will be achieved is by analysing the funeral rites and how the Roman would then respect their ancestors as a sort of ancestor cult. 

In Warrior, Cicero comments that when a family member dies that ‘the rights of gods of the dead shall be sacred. Consider dead kinsfolk as gods; the expenditure and mourning for them shall be limited’ (Warrior, 2002). This suggests that the Romans had worshipped their ancestors as part of the divine and should be treated as such because the gods/divine is an important aspect to Roman society and it has been ingrained into them that the gods/divine was incredibly important to society, and that your ancestors are also important in this, so they should s lobe awarding the same because they themselves have gone up to live with the gods themselves. This has a direct parallel with ancestor cults, seen in other civilisations, and how they were highly respected by their relatives in Late Antiquity.     

To further support this, Rives states ‘when a member of the family died, the survivors were naturally responsible for ensuring that he or she received a proper funeral and burial.’ (Rives,2007). This means that the deceased persons family had a responsibility to look after them even after death, as it is a sign of respect towards your family and the divine. Rives also goes into detail about what the surviving family members would do after the burial, ‘they were also expected to honour the dead person for years to come by making regular offerings at the grave site.’ (Rives, 2007). It seems prominent in all ancestor cults, the family members that are still alive are expected to make a sort pilgrimage to the grave site until they themselves die and leave offerings every year. This also draws a parallel with other civilisations that are around during this time, an example is the Egyptians who, even during the Late Antiquity period of their history, would have feasts outside of their ancestor’s tomb and leave the remaining food and other offerings for them. Overall, this links back to burying and mourning of the dead as a religious task because it makes reference that the Romans would have a responsibility or a sacred duty to look after their ancestors and that links into what Cicero has said when he mentioned that all dead kinsfolk should be considered as gods and that you would only spend a limited amount of money on them for favour and spending too much wealth might offend the divine and been seen as wealth obtained by greed and dishonest means, which went against what Roman religion preached and practiced. 

Both the primary sources and Rives make reference to the importance of burying and mourning the dead. They seem to agree that there is a great religious importance to this and another factor that supports this is that there are specific festivals that are associated with death and mourning. In Warrior, Ovid makes reference to two different festivals that honour the dead, the Parentalia and the Feralia. Ovid says that ‘The tombs are honoured. Appease the spirits of your fathers and bring small gifts to the extinguished funeral pyres.’ (Warrior, 2002) This practice is still carried on today by placing flowers on families’ graves, but the religious importance has faded or been forgotten because that aspect of religious practice is not as important in this day and age. Similarly, Rives states that ‘In the city of Rome, the festival of the Parentalia, which lasted for nine days in February, was the traditional time for families to pay cult to their forbears, and similar festivals existed elsewhere in the Empire.’ (Rives, 2007). Just by mentioning specific and important festivals, it makes the burying and mourning of the dead an important religious task because in the Roman Empire during Late Antiquity festivals were seen as being highly religious and everyone had to take part in them as to honour the gods. In this case, it would be honour your ancestors that Cicero also mentions should be treated as gods. 

Ovid also mentions particular funeral rites that are performed and the importance that they should be performed otherwise you would face the wrath of the gods, ‘A tile covered with a wreath of garlands, a sprinkling of grain, a small pinch of salt, bread soaked in wine, and some loose violets, these are enough.’ (Warrior, 2002), ‘Put these in a potsherd and leave it in the middle of the road. I do not forbid larger offerings, though even by these a shad is appeased. Add prayers and the appropriate words at the hearth that have been set up.’ (Warrior, 2002). The first quote describes what kind of offerings were accepted while performing this funeral rite, which was the social norm during Parentalia, as the family would bring a small feast of bread, wine and grain, to offer to their ancestor and then they would feast with them at the side of the grave. The second part describes what these shades (their ancestors who have passed on from the world of the living) and what they expected their families to do and then it describes that special prayers would be said, which also links to why burying and mourning the dead was a religious task in Late Antiquity. Ovid then talks about what would happen if you did not perform these rites, ‘But while waging long wars with aggressive arms, they once neglected the days of the Parentalia. This negligence did not go unpunished…. Hideous ghosts, a shadowy crowd, howled throughout the city streets and wide fields. Afterwards the honours that had been omitted were again paid to the tombs, and so an end came to the prodigies and death.’ (Warrior, 2002). Here Ovid tells a story that during times or war, the people forgot about the importance of funeral rites and mourning, so the gods repaid their generosity by making the dead walk again. This story would have been very useful in getting the people to remember the funeral rites as they were a very superstitious society, so they would have believed this story. This story ties into this essay as evidence because it shows that burial and mourning and everything involved with both is sacred to the gods, and if you do not do this, you risk angering the gods which the Romans would have paid attention too, so it makes these tasks very important religiously. 

As a result of reading these chapter, my own interpretation of these sources as a religious task has changed due to the fact that previously, burying and mourning the dead was more important and ingrained into Late Antiquity Roman society as watching football is in ours. They are important and should be respected and performed to the best of a family’s ability and should always be performed and never forgotten. So, overall, burying and mourning the dead was a religious task due to the belief of the society, ancestor cult worship and the link between themselves and the gods/divine.                  Bibliography
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