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Abstract
This dissertation explores how societal attitudes toward victims of crime contribute  to the reinforcing of stereotypes within the criminal justice system. This research will investigate beliefs about victim responsibility, credibility, and their deservingness of support. This research will also evaluate the extent to which societal attitudes that blame victims can impact the reporting of crimes and criminal justice responses. Additionally, the research will identify the psychological impact on survivors, highlighting how blame and societal attitudes can harm self-esteem, mental health, and a victim’s willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system. The findings highlight the need for systemic change, both in public discourse and criminal justice practices, to ensure more equitable treatment of victims and to challenge harmful stereotypes that may hinder justice.
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[bookmark: _Hlk197372699][bookmark: _Hlk197443829][bookmark: _Toc197454535]Chapter one - Introduction 
[bookmark: _Toc197454536]1.1 Background
“All victim-survivors should get the best possible support throughout their journey to justice, but sadly, too often they are let down by the system which is there to help them”.  (Rowe, 2024)
This dissertation will Investigate how stereotypes towards victims of crime can inform societal attitudes and criminal justice responses to victims. This dissertation aims to discover the true extent of victim-blaming and stereotyping within the criminal justice system, and how victim-blaming can have an effect on victims mental health and how it may deter victims from reporting crimes if they feel that they will not be believed or receive justice. 
[bookmark: _Hlk180690088]The way that victims behave after an attack should not be decided by society, each person is different and will handle a traumatic experience in their own way.  For example Bongiorno, McKimmie and Masser (2016) found that society holds powerful stereotypes suggesting that female rape victims should fight off their attacker and promptly report the incident to the police. However, in reality, many victims may freeze in fear and be too traumatized to immediately come forward. Van Doorn and Koster (2019) wrote about the importance of victim credibility in criminal justice investigations, with emotional and agitated victims being considered as a “real” victim than those with a numbed demeanour. Gravelin, Biernat and Bucher (2019) highlights that victims of crimes like robberies and sexual assaults are more susceptible to victim blaming due to religious and traditional gender roles, where the male is seen as a "fighter" and the female is seen as a "damsel". 
According to Wemmers, Parent and Lachance Quirion (2022) victims of sexual violence in particular will often blame themselves and hesitate to report the crime to the police. However, when they do, the criminal justice process can be difficult, as most cases do not result in conviction. Victims may not report the crime due to fear of reliving the traumatic experience in court, preventing it from ending in conviction.
In addition Bates, et.al (2019) wrote that gender stereotyping can influence people to have improper beliefs on intimate partner violence (IPV) and rape. It is believed that stereotyping in these cases can be damaging to victims of partner violence and sexual violence and can also have an impact on societal and service response to violence (Bates, et.al, 2019). 
Ultimately stereotypes can significantly shape societal attitudes and criminal justice responses, leading to biased views and outcomes, ultimately impacting victims by hindering their access to justice and support (Minhas and Walsh, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc197454537]1.2 Research focus 
Over the next 8 months the research conducted will look into the beliefs that surround victim credibility, responsibility, and their deservingness of support. The hope is that the research will uncover how different cultures view victims, and whether there is any difference in how they treat male victims and female victims. The research will also look into how societal attitudes towards victim-blaming can have an impact on crime reporting. One last objective this research will investigate is the psychological and self-esteem impact that victims of crime are left with after an attack and whether or not this affects their willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system.
The research will focus on all relevant data collected within the last 5 years. According to Vines et al. (2014) Data collected from 10+ years ago will not be relevant now as it would have changed over time and therefore it will not be as reliable as data collected within the last 5 years. Data collected between the last 5-10 years may still provide valuable insights. However, given the potential for significant changes over the last few years it may not accurately reflect the current data. While this data can provide context, more recent data is likely to be more reliable in capturing the present state of the topic. This research will, hopefully, aim to gather information on both men and women, from all age groups and ethnic backgrounds, as this will hopefully result in a large amount of data that can be compared.  
[bookmark: _Toc197454538]1.3 Aim and objectives 
The overall aim of this research is to investigate how stereotypes towards victims of crime can inform societal attitudes and criminal justice responses to victims. 
The research will also be looking into the following objectives. 
· Objective 1 – Investigate stereotypes towards victims of crime, including beliefs about victim responsibility, credibility, and deservingness of support.
· Objective 2 - Evaluate the extent to which societal attitudes that blame victims can impact the reporting of crimes and criminal justice responses 
· Objective 3 – Identify the psychological impact of victim blaming on survivors of crime, including its effects on self-esteem, mental health, and willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system.
[bookmark: _Toc197454539]1.4 Outline research methods and timescales 
The writing of this dissertation will take place over 8 months, with research beginning in October and concluding in May. During the second semester of our second year we worked on our proposal and ethics forms for our dissertations. Now that we are in our third and final year, and have gained the ethical approval that we needed  to begin our investigations and find the relevant content that we need to write our dissertation chapters. 
The purpose of writing this research on how stereotypes towards victims of crime inform societal attitudes and criminal justice responses is to examine the ways in which stereotyping impacts victims of crime. By exploring how factors such as gender, race, and the nature of the crime influence the public, the research aims to highlight the stereotypes and societal attitudes that can affect victim-blaming, empathy, and the overall effectiveness of the justice systems. 
Research has consistently demonstrated that stereotypes about victims of crime —such as their gender, race, or the nature of the crime — significantly influence societal attitudes. These stereotypes can shape empathy levels, support mechanisms, and the overall treatment of victims within society. For instance, studies have shown that victims who deviate from traditional stereotypes, such as male victims of sexual violence or women exhibiting anger instead of sadness, often face negative reactions, including reduced credibility and diminished acknowledgment of their harm (Bosma et al., 2018).


[bookmark: _Toc197454540]1.5 Values of the research 
One challenge that might arise within this research is the fact that most journal articles written in relation to this topic primarily focus on sexual violence and no other crimes, which means the research may be quite restricted, and not fully able to look at the bigger picture. Also, finding sources that include other crimes may be outdated and there is no way of knowing whether that data has changed in more recent times. Another gap in the literature is that it may be difficult to find information on male victims, as the only research discovered in relation to this topic so far has only discussed female victims and therefore it may be hard to find information to compare whether female victims and male victims are treated differently by the police and the criminal justice system. 
This dissertation will also look into whether there are certain types of crime where victim-blaming is more prevalent, and what the reasons for that may be. This research is important because it will highlight how stereotyping a victim of crime may contribute to the underreporting of crimes, by creating an environment of distrust or fear of being blamed which can hinder effective crime prevention and  justice outcomes. 






[bookmark: _Hlk183024491][bookmark: _Toc197454541]Chapter two – Literature review 
[bookmark: _Toc197454542]2.1 Introduction 
Stereotypes surrounding victims of crime play a significant role in shaping public beliefs, legal outcomes, and the quality of support provided to survivors. Research has consistently shown that certain victims are deemed more "credible" or "deserving" of sympathy based on factors such as gender, race, social status, and the nature of the crime. These biases not only influence how victims are treated by institutions but also affect their willingness to report crimes or seek help. According to Gov.UK (2022) Victim blaming is when responsibility for a crime is shifted onto the victim, often by questioning their actions, appearance, or background, rather than holding the perpetrator fully accountable. It can undermine a survivor’s self-esteem, hinder recovery, and contribute to long-term mental health challenges such as depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress (Major, Kaiser and McCoy, 2003). This literature review will examine existing research on how stereotypes influence beliefs of victim credibility and deservingness of support, and explores the damaging impact of victim blaming on survivors’ well-being. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454543]2.2 Objective 1 -  The impact of stereotypes on victims of crime, and beliefs about their responsibility, credibility and deservingness of support .
[bookmark: _Toc197454544]2.2.1 Victim credibility 
In criminal trials, jurors are tasked with determining the truthfulness of witnesses' testimonies. A study by Chalmers, Leverick and Munro (2022) found that jurors often rely on non-verbal cues, such as body language and emotional expression, to assess credibility. However, these cues can be misleading; for instance, a calm demeanour may be interpreted as a lack of sincerity, while emotional distress might be seen as a sign of truthfulness, regardless of the actual content of the testimony. This reliance on demeanour can lead to biased judgments, especially in cases involving trauma survivors whose emotional responses may not align with jurors' expectations (Chalmers, Leverick and Munro (2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc197454545]2.2.2 Deservingness of support 
The concept of a victim's deservingness of support refers to the belief that some individuals are more worthy of help, empathy, or resources than others, based on their circumstances, behaviour, or characteristics. This idea is shaped by societal norms, values, and biases and can impact how victims of crime are treated by both the public and the criminal justice system (Fohring, 2018).
[bookmark: _Hlk196229285]Zizumbo-Colunga (2020) wrote that members of the public do not react to all victims the same. High profile victims of crime (for example, high class or middle class members of society) are more likely to receive sympathy from the public, while victims who are considered to be part of the lower class society will not receive the same level of sympathy simply because of their status in society. 
According to Spencer (2016) scholars have noted that a victims characteristics play a significant role in influencing the way the public view those who have unfortunately become a target of a criminal offence. It is not just the nature of the crime that shapes public attitudes, but also factors such as the victim’s status within society which can affect who is blamed and who is not. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454546]2.2.3 Gender based stereotypes 
Depraetere et al. (2018) conducted a study which identified prevailing gender roles and societal views —such as the "ideal victim" concept—as significant barriers to recognising male victimisation. These stereotypes often portray men as dominant and sexually active, which conflicts with the victim role and leads to the denial of male sexual victimisation. Consequently, male victims may struggle with self-identification as victims and face challenges in seeking support. The study conducted provides empirical evidence supporting the notion that gender-based stereotypes contribute to the marginalisation of male victims of sexual assault. It highlights the need for societal and policy changes to address these biases and improve support for male victims.
In addition to this Willmott and Widanaralalage (2024) wrote that traditional gender norms often depict men as strong, dominant, and always in control, leading to the widespread misconception that they cannot be victims of sexual assault. These stereotypes can result in male victims being disbelieved or blamed for their victimisation. For example, myths such as “men always want sex” or “real men don’t get raped” can discourage male survivors from reporting their assaults or seeking support.
According to Javaid (2017) cultural narratives contribute to the invisibility of male victims, reinforcing silence and shame, and making it difficult for them to access justice or therapeutic services. These social constructions of masculinity not only shape public beliefs but also influence how institutions respond to male disclosures of sexual victimisation.
A policy paper by the Home Office (2021) stated that these stereotypes surrounding male victims contribute to a significant underreporting of sexual assaults among men. A study by the Male Survivors Partnership found that 20% of men took over 31 years to disclose that they had been sexually abused, highlighting the profound impact of societal attitudes on male victims' willingness to come forward.
According to Lim et al. (2023) certain victim groups remain underrepresented within support services, resulting in significant disparities in access and quality of care. LGBTQ+ victims, for instance, often find that services are not tailored to their specific needs, which can lead to feelings of exclusion and unmet support requirements. 
Similarly, male victims of domestic abuse frequently report greater difficulty accessing support, as many services are perceived to be primarily designed for women, reinforcing the belief that help is unavailable or inappropriate for them (Yuan et al., 2023). 
Additionally, victims with disabilities—particularly those with learning disabilities—also face unique challenges, including difficulty recognising abuse, disclosing experiences, and engaging with services that may be ill-equipped or dismissive of their needs (Home Office, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc197454547]2.3 Objective 2 - Evaluate the extent to which societal attitudes that blame victims can impact reporting crimes and criminal justice responses- change in ethics
Societal attitudes that blame victims can significantly impact the reporting of crimes and the responses from the criminal justice system in numerous ways. These attitudes, often rooted in victim-blaming, create barriers for victims in coming forward and can lead to the underreporting of crimes, and influence how the justice system processes and addresses these crimes (Flynn et al., 2022).
According to Molina and Poppleton (2020) a survey of nearly 500 survivors of rape, undertaken by the Victims’ Commissioner, has highlighted just 14% believed they would receive justice by reporting the crime to the police. Additionally 50% of victims felt disbelieved, judges or treated as if they were at fault. These findings highlight significant concerns about the criminal justice system's treatment of rape survivors and highlights the need for systemic reforms to improve victim support.
[bookmark: _Toc197454548]2.3.1 Routine Activity Theory 
According to Asiama and Zhong (2022) one theory that has had a notable influence on crime reporting is Routine Activity Theory. This theory looks at a victims decision to report a crime through a complex process of cost benefit analysis. This means that when a crime happens the victim who see the advantages of reporting a crime will alert the police but victims who do not see these advantages believe that reporting the crime to the police will cause more harm than good. Victims may not report crime to the police as they may feel embarrassed, and they may be blaming themselves fort the crime happening.
Additionally Lai, Ren and Greenleaf (2016) wrote that victims may also face stigmatisation and or name calling and they may also fear retaliation from the perpetrator if they report the crime to the police. Whilst these factors may discourage them from reporting the crimes to the police, they may feel safer in their environment if they do, they could potentially retrieve an object that was stolen from them, they may feel a sense of satisfaction from punishing the perpetrator(s), and they may also reduce their chances of  re-victimisation in the future. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454549]2.3.2 Lifestyle Exposure Theory 
According to Ferguson, Elliott, and Kim (2022) Lifestyle-Exposure Theory (LET), developed by Hindelang, Gottfredson, and Garofalo in 1978, explains how an individual’s lifestyle and daily routines can increase their risk of becoming a victim of crime. The theory argues that victimisation is not purely random but is influenced by the ways people live their lives—where they go, what they do, and who they interact with. Factors such as time spent in public, especially at night, social associations with high-risk individuals, and exposure to potentially dangerous environments all contribute to an increased likelihood of encountering offenders. Additionally Guerrero (2023) wrote that demographic traits like age, gender, and occupation influence lifestyle choices, which in turn affect victimisation risks. For example, a person who frequently goes out drinking in high-crime areas may face a higher chance of being targeted due to reduced guardianship and heightened exposure to potential offenders. In essence, LET links victimisation to routine behaviours by showing that certain lifestyles naturally place individuals in more vulnerable situations.
[bookmark: _Toc197454550]2.3.3 Reluctance to report 
(Brooks-Hay, 2019) investigated the reasons as to why women are reluctant to report a crime and engage with the criminal justice system, it important to understanding their needs and how the system can help them. The reporting rates for rape and sexual assault are notoriously low across a range of areas. Sadly, the prosecution rate for rape cases almost always relies on the victims account of what happened as it is not usually witnessed by another.
Also according to Ask (2009) because of this police, officials in the criminal justice system and even members of the jury may not believe the victim as they may think her mental state is compromised by the trauma of the attack and therefore they may think that she is making things up because she cannot remember exactly what happened. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454551]2.3.4 Sexual offences and under reporting 
According to Taylor (2020) members of society are encouraged and expected to report crimes when they happen, whether they report it as a victim or as a witness it gives the police a clear number on how many offences are committed and in which area they are committed in, which could then lead them to increase police presence in that area and as a result it may lower the crime rate. Unfortunately, sexual offences do not get reported as much as other offences. Victims of sexual offences are often directly blamed for what happened by individuals in the police and in the criminal justice system or indirectly by the procedures used in the investigation and the outcome of the prosecution (Taylor, 2020). 
Statistics from the Office for National Statistics (2023) revealed that data collected from the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) for the year ending March 2022 showed an estimated 2.3% of adults aged 16 years and over (approximately 1.1 million individuals) experienced sexual assault (including attempts) in the last year. However, only about 17% (187,000) of these victims reported the incident to the police
Murphy-Oikonen et al. (2020) wrote that women are aware of the views held by members of the police and the criminal justice system that pre-empt victim blaming and as a result of these attitudes women who fall victim to sexual offences choose not to report the crime. Also as a result of women being blamed by police and the criminal justice system they often begin to blame themselves for the offence happening. Many women will experience feelings of shame, guilt, blame, fear and being very aware that they might not be believed or taken seriously if they do report the offence to the police. 
According to Wemmers, Parent and Lachance Quirion (2022) victims of sexual violence in particular will often blame themselves and hesitate to report the crime to the police. However, when they do, the criminal justice process can be difficult, as most cases do not result in conviction. Victims may not report the crime due to fear of reliving the traumatic experience in court, preventing it from ending in conviction.
According to Pang, Davies and Liu (2022) negative stereotypes about victims of sexual violence—such as assumptions about their behaviour, attire, or emotional responses—can profoundly impact their willingness to report the crime and the likelihood of achieving a conviction. These stereotypes often lead victims to internalize feelings of shame and self-blame, deterring them from seeking help. Even when victims do report, the criminal justice process can be daunting. 
Research by Pang, Davies and Liu (2022) indicates that rape myths and unconscious biases prevalent among police officers and jurors can influence case decisions, potentially leading to secondary victimisation and discouraging further participation in the legal process . Moreover, societal misconceptions about victim behaviour—such as expectations to physically resist or immediately report—can undermine the credibility of victims and affect the outcomes of trials. Agarwal (2023) reported that these factors contribute to alarmingly low conviction rates, with less than 2% of reported rapes in the UK resulting in a conviction . Addressing these stereotypes is crucial to fostering a more supportive environment for victims and improving justice outcomes
[bookmark: _Toc197454552]2.3.5 Health impact 
According to Seah, Dwyer and Berle (2023) victim blaming can have severe and long-lasting effects on mental health. When a person is blamed for their own victimisation, it can lead to a range of psychological consequences, affecting their emotional, cognitive, and social well-being. 
If a woman has enough courage to report the offence to the police (the people who are tasked with protecting the public), they hope that the police will investigate the report to the best of their ability and will try their hardest to bring that victim some justice. Unfortunately, many women reported that when they did go and report the offence to the police that the police believed that they may have made up some scenario in their head and that the police tried to convince them that something different happened to what they believe actually occurred (HMICFRS (2021).
According to  HMICFRS (2021) women who reported their crime to the police only to not be believed felt disappointed and felt that their recount of the assault was falling on deaf ears. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454553]2.4 Objective 3 – Identify the psychological impact of victim blaming on survivors of crime, including its effects on self-esteem, mental health. 
According to Reich, Pegel and Johnson (2021) victim-blaming, can have profound psychological impacts on survivors of crime. These effects can shape how victims perceive themselves, their mental health, and their willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system. The psychological toll of victim-blaming is especially noticeable in cases of sexual assault, domestic violence, and other personal crimes, where survivors are often scrutinised for their actions or behaviour at the time of the crime (Reich, Pegel and Johnson, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc197454554]2.4.1 Effects on self esteem 
In short, victim blaming damages self-esteem by causing individuals to question their worth, make them feel responsible for things outside their control, and isolate them from the support they need to heal and regain their confidence. Victim blaming can have a profound negative impact on a person's self-esteem, affecting how they view themselves, their worth, and their ability to cope with their trauma (Wilson, Farley and Horton, 2022).
According to Silver, Anderson and Brouwer (2020) after an assault happens a victim will more than likely feel anger and some fear however these feeling over time can progress into long term depression and on occasion Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder  (PTSD). After a traumatic event, for example sexual assault, victims may often suffer from identity confusion, feel guilty and shame towards what has happened, they may have a low self esteem for some time after the attack, and they may turn to substances as a coping mechanism. Sadly, victims of sexual assault often know their attacker, and this can be more distressing than being attacked by a stranger 
[bookmark: _Toc197454555]2.4.2 Mental health 
Sexual assault is a term used to describe a range of incidents. According to Parcesepe et al. (2015) these incidents can include unwanted sexual contact, sexual coercion, and attempted and completed forced penetration. It has been documented that survivors of sexual assaults suffer from including PTSD, depression, unhealthy alcohol use, eating disorders, and suicidal thoughts. 
According to Wilson, Farley and Horton (2022) survivors of sexual assaults will disclose their victimisation to at least one person and the main reason for doing so is to try and seek help for their trauma. The reaction the survivors receive after disclosing this information can range from positive reaction by receiving validation and reassurance that they deserve help, to receiving a negative reaction by being blamed for their victimisation. Unfortunately, the negative reaction survivors receive from society outweigh the positive reaction. As a result negative social reactions, such as victim blaming have to linked to PTSD and alcohol abuse in survivors. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454556]2.4.3 Willingness to seek support 
Our typical victim idea is a female, the gender that is typically viewed as “weak” or as a “damsel in need of saving,” but what most people may not realise is that males can be victims too. According to Hine, Bates and Wallace (2022) male victims have often been ignored, and remained a “hidden” victim group. We have little information on the challenges men in abusive relationships face when trying to seek support. Men in violent relationships face a large amount of psychical aggression from their female partner and suffer from kicking, biting, choking, scratching, and having weapons used on them. It was reported than around one third of men in abusive relationships sustain severe injury as a result of their female partner. Male victims often deal with levels of verbal abuse (e.g., yelling, screaming, shouting) and sexual aggression (e.g., sexual assault, orgasm control, being forced to penetrate their partner) (Hine, Bates and Wallace, 2022)
Males in opposite sex relationships often deal with coercive control within their relationship. Their female partner will often control their level of freedom, they may manipulate and isolate them, gaslight them and humiliate them (also belittling them and lowering their self esteem) (Hine, Bates and Wallace, 2022) 
Unfortunately because males are seen as the “stronger” and “macho” gender, they are overlooked and not seen as being victims. The stereotypes surrounding male victims not only influence men’s perceptions of their abusive experiences but the way they seek help, and the decision to do so (Moore, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc197454557]2.5 Conclusion 
To conclude we can understand that victim-blaming is a toxic societal attitude. It discourages victims from coming forward, erodes trust in legal processes and in the police. We also understand the psychological impact of victim-blaming on survivors of crime is profound and can hinder healing, well-being, and the pursuit of justice. It damages self-esteem, creates mental health issues, fosters shame and isolation, and reduces the likelihood that victims will seek support or engage with the criminal justice system. All victims deserve support no matter what their gender, age,  race, religion, personal circumstances or mental state is. 


[bookmark: _Toc197454558]Chapter three - Research Methodology 

[bookmark: _Toc197454559]3.1 Introduction 
This chapter of the dissertation will be looking at the several types of research methods that may be used and the research onion. As a brief reminder this dissertation is looking into the role societal attitudes and victim blaming play in shaping  stereotypical views within the criminal justice system. The first objective within this dissertation is investigating the stereotypes surrounding victims of crime, beliefs about victim responsibility, credibility and their deservingness of support. The second objective will evaluate the extent that societal attitudes surrounding victim blaming can impact reporting crime and criminal justice responses. And finally the third objective seeks to identify the psychological impact of victim blaming on survivors of crime, including the effects it can have on their self-esteem, mental health, and their willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system.3.1 The research onion 
Phair and Warren (2021) portrays  Saunders’ research onion as a useful tool that researchers use to structure their methodology. It is used to help researchers when making decisions and developing a research strategy. The idea for the research onion was so that researchers could break down their research strategy layer by layer (like how you would peel an onion down to its core). As the researcher begins to work their way through each layer of the onion they will be faced with a range of choices that progress from philosophical to strategic. The research onion also mimics the general structure for the methodology chapter within a dissertation. The research onion is built up of 6 different layers. These layers are Research Philosophy, Research Approach, Research Strategy, Choices, Time Horizon, and Techniques & Procedures. 
[image: A diagram of scientific research
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(Alturki, 2021)
[bookmark: _Toc197454560]3.2 Research Philosophy
According to Melnikovas (2018) the first layer of the onion is the research philosophy layer which  refers to the foundation and beliefs that the research is built upon. this layer is typically explored through the concepts of ontology and epistemology. This research will focus only on epistemology which concerns itself with the types of credible information needed for the research and the methods used to obtain it Melnikovas (2018). This first layer can also be divided into 3 main research philosophies which include positivism, interpretivism and pragmatism 
The main philosophy for this project will be interpretivism. An interpretivist approach to this project will be interesting because according to Nickerson (2024) interpretivism believe that the is no right path to knowledge and they reject the idea that there is just one methodology that will lead to the truth.
[bookmark: _Toc197454561]3.3 Research Approach
As  the researcher peels off the next layer of the onion they will  move onto the research approach. This is where the researcher will use an inductive or deductive method for their research. An inductive approach  refers to the generation of theories from research as opposed to beginning your project with a theory as a foundation. A deductive approach refers to beginning your project with a theory and building on it through tests or research (Phair and Warren, 2021)
This project will use an inductive approach that will begin with observations or data collection, and the researcher will develop their theories based on the data that they collect – rather than using a deductive approach which would start with a pre-existing theory.   The questionnaire will help build on this theory further. According to Proudfoot (2022) qualitative and quantitative research are linked to research approaches. While qualitative research reflects an inductive approach, this research will use a mix of both qualitative and quantitative methods. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454562]3.4 Research strategy 
The third layer of the onion looks at the research strategy which according to Gentles et al. (2016) this is where the researcher is expected to build the strategy for the project. Strategies for the project can include action research which includes experimental research, interviews, surveys, case study research or a systematic literature review. The strategy needed is decided based on the required data needed and the purpose of the study. 
This dissertation will use a questionnaire to collect data from respondents in order to answer questions relating to the topic discussed throughout this work. The questionnaire will comprise of both open questions and closed questions. Open questions are where the expected response is in words. The response could be a short sentence answer or a few sentences. Closed questions are where the respondent is offered a multiple choice reply e.g. yes, no, prefer not to say, not relevant (Marshall, 2005).
According to Lindemann (2023). One advantage of using a questionnaire is that the participants will remain anonymous and will allow the respondents to provide honest and unbiased answers  and give their true opinion on the topic without any judgment. Another advantage for conducting a questionnaire is that they are a fantastic way of gathering information from a large number of people. The questionnaire linked to this project will be going out on multiple social media platforms and  will be able to reach a large population and will therefore collect more statistics and information to analyse (Lindemann, 2023).
According to Morrell (2021) having more data to analyse will lead to a better understanding of how members of the public view this topic and will lead to a variation of results. This research method has the potential for being the blest option to gather responses for this topic. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454563]3.5 Choices 
After the research strategy layer we then move onto the choices layer of the onion. This layer focuses on the date types that will be used in the research. The data types include mono, mixed and multi-method. 
This project will be using a mixed method approach. One advantages for using a mixed method when it comes to research is it can provide the researcher with stronger evidence in their findings (Office for Health Improvement and Disparities, 2020). 
The questionnaire for this research will use a mix of both open and closed questions. According to Rosala (2024) open questions allow for detailed responses while closed questions are easier to analyse and offer clear and concise answers. Both types of questions have their own strengths, and combining them can provide a balanced approach in research.
[bookmark: _Toc197454564]3.6 Time horizon 
The fifth layer to the research onion looks at the time horizon. In this layer the researcher will plan out how many points in time  they will plan to collect the data that they need for their research. They will plan this out by using one of two options, the cross sectional option or the longitudinal time horizon option.
The time horizon layer of the Research Onion refers to the timeframe over which the research is conducted. It determines whether the study captures data at a single point in time or over an extended period. There are two main types of time horizons: cross-sectional and longitudinal. According to Wang and Cheng (2020) cross-sectional data collection involves collecting data at a specific moment, providing a snapshot of a particular topic. Longitudinal data on the other hand is used when data is collected over an extended period of time, the data could be collected over years, months, weeks or even just a few days (Reyngaard, 2025). A cross sectional approach is often ideal for studies with limited time or resources, such as academic research projects or dissertations. Cross-sectional data is particularly beneficial when the goal is to analyse current opinions, behaviours, or trends.  For this project using cross-sectional  data collection will be the best option due to time constraints. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454565]3.7 Techniques & Procedures
The centre of the onion is the final layer the researcher will have to use  to structure their methodology. In this layer the researcher will have to  make choices regarding specific techniques and procedures. They will have to decide on what data they will collect and what data collection they will use in order to collect that data. They will also have to decide on how they will go about sampling  the population (Phair and Warren, 2021).
Then the final thing they will need to do according to Phair and Warren (2021)  is preparing the material they will need for the data collection (for example they may need to write up questions for a questionnaire. When making this decision it is important to ensure that they align with the rest of the onion and with your aims and objectives. 
According to Tshitadi (2024) the techniques and Procedures layer is the final layer of the research onion where all the decisions the researcher makes in the previous layers come together with a detailed structure on how data will be collected and analysed. For this research project, a questionnaire will be used as the data collection method, as it allows the researcher to tailor the questionnaire to fit their aims and objectives (Naser, 2024). The questionnaire will be distributed online to participants using Microsoft forms. Once collected, the data will be analysed using qualitative and quantitative methods, including statistical analysis to identify trends, patterns, and relationships within the responses. This structured approach ensures that the findings are reliable, measurable, and aligned with the overall research objectives.
Once the data is collected the researcher will organize data, code responses and then use  graphs and pie charts to display their data. Finally, the researcher will describe their results and compare them to current literature to support or challenge existing research and to show relevance  by linking their findings to existing studies.
[bookmark: _Toc197454566]3.8 Conclusion 
In conclusion, this chapter has outlined the research design and methodological approaches that will be used for this project. By using qualitive, quantitative and a mixed methods approach, this project aims to achieve a better understanding of societal attitudes, victim blaming and how their role helps shape stereotypical views within the criminal justice. The methodology outlined here provides a structured and strategic approach, setting the foundation for the analysis of the data in the subsequent chapters. However the  possibility that not every age group uses social media is a limitation that would need to be considered. According to Chaffey (2025) not all age groups have access to or regularly use social media, which can lead to sampling bias. This may result in certain age groups—particularly older adults or those less tech-savvy—being underrepresented. As a result, the survey responses may lack diversity and fail to accurately reflect the views of the wider population


[bookmark: _Toc197454567]Chapter four – Research findings 
[bookmark: _Hlk193964767][bookmark: _Hlk196400767][bookmark: _Hlk193964663][bookmark: _Toc197454568]4.1 Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk193964816]This chapter of the dissertation will analyse the findings from the questionnaire and synthesise with findings from current academic literature aiming to ascertain how societal attitudes and victim blaming play a role in shaping stereotypes within the criminal justice system. The first objective of this dissertation is to explore the stereotypes associated with victims of crime ands beliefs surrounding their responsibility, credibility, and deservingness of support. The second objective aims to assess how societal attitudes toward victim blaming influence crime reporting and responses within the criminal justice system. Lastly, the third objective will examine the psychological impact of victim blaming on survivors, including its effects on their self-esteem, mental health, and their willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system. 
[bookmark: _Hlk193964733][bookmark: _Toc197454569]4.2 Findings: Description of analysis and results
All the participants confirmed that they were over the age of 18 and consented to taking part in the questionnaire. 


[bookmark: _Toc197454570]4.2.1 what is your gender?

(Figure 1)
As we can see from figure 1 above the majority of people (55%) who participated in this questionnaire were female. 39% of participants were male, 2% identified as nonbinary and 4% preferred not to say 
[bookmark: _Toc197454571]4.2.2 what is your age?

(Figure 2 )
As we can see from figure 2 the majority of participants (35%) were between 18-21 years old. 16% of participants were 22-29 years old, 6 % were 30-39 years old, 20% were 40-49 years old, 18% were 50-59 years old and 4% were over 60 years old. The questionnaire was posted mainly on snapchat and Instagram which according to Sheikh (2025) younger adults (18-21) favour those social media platforms while older adults tend to use Facebook and therefore that is why the majority of participants were aged 18-21.
[bookmark: _Toc197454572]4.2.3  To what extent do you agree that some victims of crime may contribute to their own victimisation? 

(Figure 3)
Figure 3 above show the results from question 4 which asked to what extent the participants agree that some victims of crime may contribute to their victimisation. From the graph shown in figure 3 we can see 43% of participants agreed that some victims contribute to their victimisation while 34% disagreed with this, 9% of participants strongly disagreed and 15% were unsure. The findings reveal a divided public opinion on the whether victims of crime contribute to their own victimisation or not. With 43% agreeing, it suggests that a notable portion of respondents believe certain victims may play a role in their victimisation—perhaps due to risky behaviour or environmental factors. However, the combined 43% who disagreed or strongly disagreed highlights a strong counterview, suggesting that many reject blaming victims for crimes committed against them. The 15% who were unsure may reflect confusion or discomfort with assigning responsibility in such situations. This division suggests the topic is complex and potentially influenced by individual beliefs, societal narratives, or levels of awareness about victim-blaming issues. 
[bookmark: _Hlk193965989]According to Thompson (2019) it is thought that some victims might contribute to their victimisation, though this is often worded in a way that suggest the victim's actions or behaviours may have triggered events that lead to their victimisation rather than outright blame being placed. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454573]4.2.4  To what extent do you agree that the majority of victims who engage with the criminal justice system (for example reporting a crime and participating in the prosecution of the crime) receive the support that they deserve?

(Figure 5)
Question 7 then goes on to ask to what extent does the participant agree that the majority of victims that engage with the criminal justice system (for example reporting a crime and participating in the prosecution of the crime) receive the support that they deserve. Figure 5 shows the majority of participants (52%) disagree and don’t believe that victims receive the appropriate support. 8% of participants strongly disagree and 21% were unsure. Only a small number of participants agreed with this and believe that victims do receive the appropriate support, 17% agree and 2% strongly agree. 
According to the Criminal justice Joint Inspection (2023) a new report has found that the Criminal Justice system is not providing the best service to victims and is failing to spend enough time and attention to cases. For example, according to Zizumbo-Colunga (2020) wrote high profile victims will receive more sympathy from the media and members of the public while victims who are deemed “poor” or in the “lower class society” do not receive the same amount of sympathy or media recognition and are easily dismissed and their cases are not taken seriously. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454574]4.2.5  Do you feel that in the last 10 years society has become more, or less, empathetic towards victims of crime?

(Figure 6)
Question 8 asked participants if they feel that in the last 10 years society has become more, or less, empathetic towards victims of crime. As seen in figure 6 the majority of participants believe that society has become a little less empathetic towards victims in the last 10 years. 25% believe that society has become a little more empathetic, 10% believe it to be a lot more, 8% believe it to be a lot less and 23% believe that it depends on the victim. 
According to Martingano (2024) in the past decade, society's empathy toward crime victims has become a delicate subject. While some research suggests a decline in empathy, others point to a rise in compassion—particularly among younger generations. At the same time, evidence shows progress in how victims are understood and supported. However, concerns persist about victims' confidence in the criminal justice system and their access to appropriate services. Additionally, certain types of media exposure, such as violent content, may negatively impact overall empathy levels, highlighting the ongoing need for thoughtful public discourse and systemic improvements.
[bookmark: _Toc197454575]4.2.6  Do you think that stereotyping a victim, based on their appearance or behaviour, contributes to a culture of victim-blaming?

(Figure 8)
[bookmark: _Hlk193985757]Question 11 asked participants if they thought stereotyping a victim, based on their appearance or behaviour, contributes to a culture of victim-blaming. From the figure above we can see that almost all of the participants (81%) agree with this question while 15% believe that it might and 4% were usure. These findings suggest that there is an issue with victim-blaming within society which will not only impact victims but can also have a ripple effect on society by eroding trust in institution (for example the police and the justice system) and may allow perpetrators to avoid accountability for their actions 
According to Spencer (2016) when society stereotypes a victim—whether by the way they dress, act, or the environment they are in—it shifts the focus from the perpetrator's actions to the victim's supposed role in the event. This process unjustly places the responsibility for the harm on the victim rather than the one who caused the harm. This type of behaviour can  have a negative psychological impact on the victim as they may not believe they deserve any justice or support. Additionally it can discourage future victims from coming forward, further silencing those who need support and justice.
[bookmark: _Toc197454576]4.2.7  Do you think that victim-blaming reduces the likelihood of victims seeking help?

(Figure 9)
Question 12 asked participants if they thought that victim-blaming reduces the likelihood of victims seeking help. Again the majority of participants (73%) said yes and think that victim blaming does have an impact on victims seeking help, 8% of participants said no it doesn’t have an impact, 15% said that maybe it does and the remining 4% were unsure. 
According to Hargrave et al. (2024) studies on sexual assault have shown that when victims express self-blame or fail to resist physically, they often receive less supportive responses, which can discourage future help-seeking. Similarly, in cases of intimate partner violence (IPV), the Intimate Partner Violence Stigmatisation Model demonstrates how cultural stigma and victim-blaming from both formal and informal sources increase survivors’ reluctance to disclose abuse or seek assistance.
[bookmark: _Toc197454577]4.2.8  Do you think that victim-blaming reduces the likelihood of victims reporting incidents?

(Figure 10)
Question 13 asked participants if they thought that victim-blaming reduces the likelihood of victims reporting incidents. Again the majority of participants (79%) said yes and think that victim blaming does have an impact on victims reporting incident , 8% of participants said no it doesn’t have an impact, 8% said that maybe it does and the remining 4% were unsure. 
This is supported by Lathan et al. (2022) who examined victim-blaming and harmful attitudes. The examination  found that such attitudes not only reduce support and help-seeking rates among victims but also contribute to the failure to hold perpetrators accountable, thereby impacting prevention efforts and treatment seeking for victims. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454578]4.2.9  Do you believe that certain behaviours increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim of crime?

(Figure 12) 
Question 16 asked participants if they believe that certain behaviours increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim of crime. 65% of participants believe that sometimes certain behaviours increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim, 6% believe that it always increases the likelihood, 10% said it rarely does, 2% said never and 16% were unsure. The belief that certain behaviours can increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim is supported by the lifestyle exposure theory.
As mentioned in the literature review Lifestyle-Exposure Theory (LET) suggests that a person's risk of victimisation is influenced by their daily routines and lifestyle choices. Activities that increase exposure to high-risk environments or potential offenders—such as going out at night or associating with risky individuals—can raise the likelihood of becoming a victim. The theory highlights that victimisation is often shaped by where people go, what they do, and who they are around (McNeeley, 2014).
[bookmark: _Toc197454579]4.2.10 Can you provide an example of behaviours that you feel  may increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim of crime?
Linking to question 16, question 17 asked participants if they could provide an example of behaviours they felt may increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim of crime. All if the answers provided were similar example with Anti-social behaviour, vulnerability, unaware of surroundings and trusting strangers too easily. 
According to the Office for National Statistics (2024) certain behaviours can increase the risk of becoming a victim of crime. These can include being distracted or unaware of your surroundings, displaying valuables publicly, walking alone in unsafe areas, and leaving doors or windows unlocked. Substance use, trusting strangers too quickly, and involvement in high-risk lifestyles can also make someone more vulnerable to crime.
[bookmark: _Toc197454580]4.2.11 Do you think there is a negative psychological impact of victim-blaming on survivors of crime (e.g. effects on self-esteem, mental health, and willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system)?

(Figure 14)
The final question in the questionnaire asked participants if they think there is a negative psychological impact of victim-blaming on survivors of crime (e.g. effects on self-esteem, mental health, and willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system). As we can see in the date from figure 14 73% of participants believe there is a negative psychological impact on survivors of crime, 6% believe that there isn’t, 8% believe that there might be and 12% were unsure. 
According to Harber, Podolski and Williams (2015) victim-blaming can have serious negative psychological impacts on survivors of crime. It can lead to feelings of shame, guilt, and isolation, making them less likely to seek help or report the crime. Victim-blaming can also worsen trauma, increase the risk of depression or anxiety, and delay emotional recovery. It shifts responsibility away from the offender, which can undermine the survivor's sense of justice and self-worth.
[bookmark: _Toc197454581]4.2.12 Scenario question 
Four victim scenario questions were scattered throughout this questionnaire which presented the participant with a victim scenario then asked the them to rate their level of empathy towards the victim and then to give their reasoning as to why they rated that empathy level, however the scenario below hold the most value for this research therefore it is the only scenario included . 
[bookmark: _Toc197454582]4.2.13 - A street sex worker gets lured into a car and taken to a dark and secluded area by a man, where he assaults her and leaves her beaten and violated. 
(figure 15)
As we can see from figure 15 a high number of participants rated a level 10 empathy and only 3 participants rated a low level of empathy. The participants that rated a level 10 of empathy stated that their reasoning behind the rating were  “Just because she has sex for a living doesn't mean she deserves that kind of treatment” and “No one deserves to experience such violence and trauma, regardless of their circumstances”.  A participant that rated a level 6 of empathy stated their reasoning for that rating was because “What the man did is disgusting and he should be prosecuted for it. My empathy is slightly lower in this scenario as the victim put themselves in a dangerous environment where the crime is more likely to occur”. The 3 participants that rated a low level of empathy did not give a reasoning behind their rating. 
According to Balon et al. (2015) some members of the public are empathetic towards street sex workers because they recognise the vulnerability and hardship and understand that street sex work can be linked to poverty, abuse, addiction, or lack of opportunity. Unfortunately some members of the public  view sex work as immoral or criminal, and media and societal narratives can dehumanise sex workers, portraying them as dirty, dangerous, or complicit.






[bookmark: _Toc197454583]Chapter five - Conclusion 
[bookmark: _Toc197454584]5.1 Introduction 
In conclusion, this research has explored and gained an extensive understanding on how societal attitudes and victim-blaming behaviours play a significant and often detrimental role in shaping and reinforcing stereotypes within the criminal justice system. The specific research objectives were to investigate stereotypes towards victims of crime and their deservingness of support,  evaluate the extent to which societal attitudes can impact reporting crime and criminal justice responses, and finally to identify the negative psychological impacts victim blaming can have on survivors of crime. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454585]5.2 Objective 1 
As seen in the literature from Zizumbo-Colunga (2020)  high profile victims of crime will receive sympathy from the public because of their status in the society, yet the public lack the same level of sympathy for people who are considered to be from the lower class in society. The literature also showed us that when women who are victims of sexual assault go to report it to the police, they get blamed for what happened to them. Also, many women fear that they might not be believed or taken seriously if they do report the offence to the police which can lead them to not report the crime. 
In conclusion, the reviewed literature in relation to these objective highlights that the level of attention and empathy towards certain victims by both the public and the criminal justice system is often selective based on the victims place in the society hierarchy.
[bookmark: _Toc197454586]5.3 Objective 2 
Members of society are expected to report crimes, whether as victims or witnesses, as this information helps the police understand offence patterns and allocate resources effectively. However, sexual offences are significantly underreported. Victims often face blame—either directly from individuals within the criminal justice system or indirectly through the investigative process and legal outcomes (Taylor, 2020).
To conclude this lack of reporting, combined with victim-blaming attitudes within the criminal justice system, contributes to ongoing underreporting and hinders meaningful efforts to address and reduce sexual offences in society.
[bookmark: _Toc197454587]5.4 Objective 3 
The literature collected from Wilson, Farley and Horton (2022) highlights how victim blaming can have a profound psychological impact on survivors of crime and the societal beliefs that victims are responsible for their victimisation can erode their self-esteem, leaving them feeling ashamed, guilty, or undeserving of support. These psychological effects often manifest as anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress, further complicating the healing process. The trauma associated with victim blaming is not just emotional but can be deeply social, as victims may isolate themselves to avoid further judgment or stigmatisation. Additionally, the shame and self-blame implanted by societal attitudes may prevent survivors from seeking help, from the police or from mental health professionals. This reluctance to engage with the criminal justice system only prolongs a cycle of injustice, where many victims of crime remain silent, their needs unmet, and their rights unacknowledged (Wilson, Farley and Horton, 2022). 
To conclude on the final objective we can understand from the collected literature that the shame and self-blame implanted by societal attitudes may prevent survivors from seeking help, either from the police or from mental health professionals. This reluctance to engage with the criminal justice system only prolongs a cycle of injustice, where many victims of crime remain silent, their needs unmet, and their rights unacknowledged. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454588]5.5 Collected data 
The data collected from the questionnaire supports the findings from the literature review. In conclusion to these findings we can see that the participants from the questionnaire agree that victims of crime do not receive the appropriate support they deserve from the criminal justice system. The data collected from one question showed that a substantial number of participants agreed that stereotyping a victim, based on their appearance or behaviour, contributes to a culture of victim-blaming. The data also shows us that almost three quarters of participants believe that there is a negative psychological impact of victim-blaming on survivors of crime. 
[bookmark: _Toc197454589]5.6 Limitations 
One notable limitation of this study is the presence of gaps within the existing literature. While a range of sources address related themes, there is a scarcity of comprehensive research directly focused on the specific stereotypes surrounding victims and victims deservingness of support. This lack of prior academic engagement limits the ability to build upon an established theoretical framework or to draw clear comparisons with previous findings. This gap also underscores the relevance and originality of the research, highlighting the need for further scholarly attention in this area.
[bookmark: _Toc197454590]5.7 Recommendations 
In light of these challenges, it is essential to reexamine and dismantle the societal attitudes that encourage victim blaming. By acknowledging the harmful effects these attitudes have on both the victims and the integrity of the criminal justice system, society can begin to create a more empathetic and supportive environment for survivors. Comprehensive reforms are necessary, including better education on the psychological impacts of victimisation, more sensitive responses from police officers and legal professionals, and policies that ensure all victims receive the dignity, support, and justice they deserve no matter of their place in society Only when victims are seen as credible, deserving of support, and not responsible for the crimes committed against them can we expect a truly fair and just criminal justice system—one that restores faith in the process and provides survivors with the healing and justice they deserve (Gordon and Gordon, 2020). 
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Sales	Female 	Male	Non Binary 	Prefer not to say	Other 	27	19	1	2	0	

Age	18-21	22-29	30-39	40-49	50-59	60+	17	8	3	10	9	2	

To what extent do you agree that some victims of crime may contribute to their victimisation?	Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Unsure 	0	20	16	4	7	

Column1	Strongly agree	Agree	Disagree	Strongly disagree	Unsure 	1	8	25	4	11	

Empathetic 	A lot more	A little more	A little less	A lot less	Depends on the victim	5	12	16	4	11	

victim blaming 	Yes	No	Maybe 	Unsure 	39	0	7	2	

victim blaming 	Yes	No	Maybe 	Unsure 	35	4	8	2	

victim blaming 	Yes	No	Maybe 	Unsure 	38	4	5	2	

Becoming a victim 	Always 	Sometimes 	Rarely	Never 	Unsure 	3	32	5	1	8	

Sales	Yes 	No	Myabe 	Unsure 	36	3	4	6	

Empathy level 	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	10	0	1	2	0	0	4	4	7	3	31	
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Victim blaming

Societal Attitudes, Victim-Blaming and the

role on shaping stereotypes within the criminal justice system

Hello, my name is Hannah Willett and | am studying Criminology and Policing at University. This survey is part of my undergraduate
dissertation which aims to investigate the influence of societal attitudes towards victim-blaming, and how these attitudes shape stereotypes
within the criminal justice system.

Victim-blaming occurs when the victim of a crime is held responsible, or partially responsible, for the harm done to them. Instead of
focusing on the perpetrator's actions, the victim's behaviour, appearance, or choices are scrutinised and used as a way to explain or justify
what happened to them.

This survey should take approximately 5-10 minutes to complete. All responses are anonymous and will be used solely for academic research
as part of my dissertation. No personal information will be collected and your participation is entirely voluntary. You have the right to
withdraw from the survey at any point.

Some of the content throughout this survey may be considered sensitive in nature. If you are uncomfortable, or are affected by any of the
content mentioned, here are some support contacts:

Victim support — Victim support offer a free and confidential service
Call 0808 1689 111

Or visit

https://www.ictimsupport.org.u

Mind - free mental health support
call 0300 123 3393

Or visit

hittps://www.mind.org.uk/

Support line ~ confidential support line
call 01708 765200
Or visit

hitps://wwwsupportine.org,uk/problems/victim-support/

Thank you for taking part in this survey.
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1. Do you confirm that you are over the age of 18 and that you consent to taking part in this survey? (g}

O Yes
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4. To what extent do you agree that some victims of crime may contribute to their victimisation? (5}

O strongly agree
O Agree

O Dpisagree

(O strongly disagree

O unsure

5. Whilst walking home from school, a 16 year old girl is attacked by a group of girls who have been bullying

her in school. How empathetic do you feel towards her? (1 being not empathetic at all, and 10 being
extremely empathetic) (13

6. Why did you rate that level of empathy? (3

Enter your answer
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7. To what extent do you agree that the majority of victims who engage with the criminal justice system (for

example reporting a crime and participating in the prosecution of the crime) receive the support that they
deserve? [

(O strongly agree
O Agree

(O Dpisagree

(O strongly disagree

O Unsure

8. Do you feel that in the last 10 years society has become more, o less, empathetic towards victims of crime?
1]

(O Depends on the victim

O Alot more

O Aiittie more

QO Aiittle less
() Alotless
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9. A 78 year old woman with early onset dementia, who started working at 16 and retired at 65, loses her
pension due to fraud. How empathetic are you towards her? (1 being not empathetic at all, and 10 being
extremely empathetic) (13

10. Why did you rate that level of empathy?
o

Enter your answer

11. Do you think that stereotyping a victim, based on their appearance or behaviour, contributes to a culture of
victim-blaming? (3

O Yes
O No
O Maybe
O Unsure
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12. Do you think that victim-blaming reduces the likelihood of victims seeking help? (1}

O Yes
O No
O Maybe
O unsure

13. Do you think that victim-blaming reduces the likelihood of victims reporting incidents? (3

O Yes
O No
O Maybe
O Unsure
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14. Whilst walking home from school, a 16 year old boy is attacked by a group of boys who have been bullying
him in school. How empathetic do you feel towards him? (1 being not empathetic at all, and 10 being
extremely empathetic) (13

15. Why did you rate that level of empathy? [}

Enter your answer

16. Do you believe that certain behaviours increase the likelihood of someone becoming a victim of crime? (1

O Aways
O Never
O sometimes
O Rarely
O Unsure
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20. Do you think there is a negative psychological impact of victim-blaming on survivors of crime (e.g. effects on
self-esteem, mental health, and willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system)? [}

O Yes
O No
O unsure
O Maybe

21. Thank you for taking part in this survey. [

Enter your answer
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17. Can you provide an example of behaviours that you feel may increase the likelihood of someone becoming
avictim of crime? (1}

Enter your answer

18. A street sex worker gets lured into a car and taken to a dark and secluded area by a man, where he assaults
her and leaves her beaten and violated. How empathetic are you towards her? (1 being not empathetic at all
and 10 being extremely empathetic) (1}

19. Why did you rate that level of empathy? [

Enter your answer
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