Appendices 1 
	Date and time, year group:
27th September – Year 3 – Afternoon Session 

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context:

This Critical incident occured during the afternoon session of the day which was around 1.30pm. The children had an outside agency come in to participate in ‘story telling’.  The critical incident was observed during the main classroom.  The children were all very focused on listening to the storyteller who was in the process of reading poems and stories to the children. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work):
During the day of observation, I observed a year 3 class. The class was made up of one main teacher, 1 TA and 3 1:1’s. I observed the main classroom set up where the children were all situated for registration and the starting lesson. I was then introduced to an adjoining room to the classroom which was recognised by the pupils and teachers as the “Chill out room”. I soon observed that the 3 children who were working with 1:1’s often went in here to complete work or participate in their own individual tasks. I observed for example speech and language, writing practice and scissor skills being practiced in their own individual ways. I was informed that the 3 children working with the 1:1’s prefered this type of environment to complete their work as it was quieter and they felt like they were not distracting the class. The critical incident occurred during the afternoon session of the day. The class had an outside agency ‘storyteller’ come in to read the class some poems and stories. During this Child X (one of the children working alongside a 1:1 was playing with a box of sand as a concentration method). After about 10 minutes of listening to the storyteller, child X became distracted. Child X was asking their 1:1 for assistance in completing a task they had started earlier on in the day. The 1:1 explained that child X must try and use their quiet voice as the other children were listening to the stories and that they would assist them in the task afterwards. This type of conversation was repeated three times before the child X stood up and stated “I am going to the chill out room so I can use my loud voice and do the other work”. Child X walked into the chill out room and the 1:1 followed them. I then went to observe Child X in the chill out room where they appeared a lot more relaxed and were able to express their views clearly. 
I recognised this as a critical incident as the child was aware of the distractions they may cause to the rest of the class and recognised the chill out room as their free space and place to express their needs. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Use of alternative environments in the school. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Quiet environment 
All children were focused on the task
Child X had been given a distraction method (sand)






Appendices 2 
	Date and time, year group:
Year 2 – 26th September – AM session 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
 
During a Literacy and communication lesson in which they were writing their ‘news’ from the weekend. This session was the first of the day after registration and before assembly. 
 1 x teacher / 2 x TA ( 1 out on sensory circuits during this time). 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
After registration and a small AM task relating to high frequency misspelt words the children were directed that they were going to be writing their ‘news’. This appeared to be something that the class did on a weekly basis as all the children knew what was expected of them. The children and teacher recapped some of the main pointers that should be included when writing their ‘news’ and then the teacher instructed them a table at a time to collect their books from their box. The teacher then informed myself that the children were seated in regards to ability (Lower ability closer to the front, middle ability on two tables in the centre of the room and higher ability seated at the back of the room with their backs to the teacher). The teacher stated that during times where they were teaching at the front of the class then all the pupils at the back must turn their chairs around to face the front and then can be turned back to complete work. 
The teacher set off the children on their news task, the TA wandered around the room to observe children and then sat at a table of middle ability children. The teacher situated themself  with the lower ability and focused on their news work with additional support methods of whiteboards and phonetic sheets. 
While observing I noticed that a child sat on the unobserved middle ability table had only written 1 word during the majority of the lesson, they also looked very disinterested and was slouching in the chair. This was not noticed by the teacher or TA due to already being engaged with other groups. 
This appeared as a critical incident to myself as whether sitting children based on ability is the best seating plan decision or whether there would be a better way to position children to ensure that all children are engaged and participating in their tasks. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Use of seating plans in classrooms.
The use of grouping children through ability.
The focus on middle/high ability children as well as Lower ability children. 
 

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Class were all set clear instructions as to what was expected of them.
It was the lesson before assembly/play time. 
The teacher had their backs to the majority of the children in the class due to where they were seated on the Lower Ability children. 





Appendices 3 
	Date and time, year group:
Year 3 – 27th September – lesson before lunch (11am)

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Humanities / literacy and communication lesson , Child A working alongside a 1:1 to complete similar work to the rest of the class on ‘King Midas and the Golden Touch’. They were completing a cut and stick story board task on what they had learned about the story. This was observed in the main classroom but child A was sat on their own table. 

	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The teacher recapped on the story of King Midas using children from the class as volunteers. They recapped the story in 10 parts and the teacher assisted them along the way. Once all the class had been recapped on the story, the teacher explained the lesson’s task. This was to complete a story board of ‘King Midas and the golden touch’ using pictures. The children then also had to label the main characters in the story. Child A who was working alongside a TA was given a slightly differentiated task which was to cut out already illustrated drawings of the story and place them in the correct order into their book. After the task had started, I went to observe around the class, when I began to observe child A, they informed me that they had a smiley face chart to track their behaviour and work during the lesson. Child A informed me that they must get a green smiley face because they then get to chose a ‘free time activity’ which had been picked earlier on In the day. Child A informed me that todays activities were either time on the iPads or playing with the blocks. The TA informed me that this reward system works well alongside the child as they can become easily distracted while doing tasks and showed me that there had been some yellow and red smiley faces recently which resulted in the child not having any of their free choice activities and sometimes meaning the child had to stay in to finish work etc. Child A informed me that they were trying really hard to get it today. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Operant Conditioning 
Behaviour Management strategies 
Positive / Negative Reinforcement

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)
 
All the class were set the task at the same time 
All children were also allowed free time / free choice when their work had been completed to a level that the teacher was happy with. 
Child A had a visual chart in front of them to assist. 



