Part 1
In Iceland and several countries that have a similar way of thinking, they believe it is beneficial for children to spend time playing outdoors. Various journalists wrote articles in regards to government papers, that state that an outdoor environment is important for children. In the curriculum guidelines, they argue that using the outdoors as a learning environment is beneficial in helping children think positively about the natural world. They also argue that playing and learning in this environment will help children see the outdoors as a place to learn about other important aspects of living, for example; exercising and healthy living.
This emphasis on outdoor learning has become more recognised in recent years. An example of this is that in Iceland, children aged one to six years, play within the outdoor environment on a daily basis. Whereas in regards to children aged six to sixteen years, the only outdoor time they tend to spend with their peers is allocated break times. There is not a lot of research into the teaching techniques used to enable and assist outdoor learning, an important factor to consider is that the techniques used in implementing outdoor learning would vary depending on the teacher and school. However, research does show that the amount of schools using the outdoor environment to teach in Reykjavik has increased by 70% in comparison to earlier years.


Part 2a
This essay will be discussing the advantages of Forest Schools. This particular definition of a Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network, 'an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence through hands-on learning in a woodland environment.' (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). Research shows that some professionals are concerned, that children are unable to experience exploring and learning through the outdoors, at the same capacity as their parents experienced during their juvenile years. They believe this could be due to parents feeling somewhat anxious at the thought of something happening to their children when they are not in the safety of the indoors. There is also research that tells us ‘if they don’t go when they are young then they won’t go when they are grown up either and we will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature.’ (Ward Thompson and Aspinall and Bell and others, 2004). This is due to the experience of learning outdoors contrasting the experience of learning within a classroom environment. The Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) are encouraging teachers who are not implementing Forest Schools within their current teaching environment, to consider introducing it to their teaching curriculum, especially in regards to the Foundation Phase.







Part 2b
Directly using another person’s exact wording, ideas or opinions, and not referencing where the information was sourced is called plagiarism. While plagiarism in itself is not a crime, the consequences of a student using other authors work without referencing, could result in the author taking action against them for copyright violation. However, although it is extremely important for students to bear in mind this consequence, the impact of not using your own work is of that on the mind. ‘It is important to write in your own words so that you contribute something new to society. If everyone copied someone else’s writing, it would be impossible to advance as a society’. (Mitchell, 2013). 

The statement that referencing is only applicable when using a direct quotation is false. Regardless of whether a direct quotation is used, it is important to reference anything taken from a source and used in a piece of work. This is due to, as previously mentioned, the author who is responsible for writing the original idea or concept possibly taking action against the student for copyright violation. However, paraphrasing is different to using a direct quotation, in that instead of taking an exact quote from a source and putting it into a piece of work using quotations marks, paraphrasing is reading someone’s concepts or ideas and writing it into your own words. Even if the ideas of the initial source are now written in your own words, it is still important to reference the original author. (Anon, 2018).

I believe that Wikipedia is not a good place to search for information regarding academic assignments. This is due to pages on Wikipedia being easily modifiable by someone who may not be credible, thus making the information included in these articles disreputable for use in academic assignments. Another reason why I believe Wikipedia is not a good source of information, is that articles on this website are written in a general manner. The purpose of using online sources for research within an assignment, is to be able to collect an academic level of information in an accessible way. While Wikipedia is an uncomplicated webpage for accessing general information, I do not believe that there is a high level of academic standard in the information provided on this website. 

· A long quotation is any quote more than two lines long.
· Should be indented, right justified, with single lone spacing and no quotation marks.
· Should contain the surname, year and page number.
· If there is more than one author, write ALL surnames the first time. After that only write the first surname followed by ‘et al’.

Example of a correctly presented long quotation:
Some researchers believe that education should be limited to the areas of learning that society consider beneficial. As Field (2010) states:
Education’, it is suggested, should be restricted to areas of learning that are chosen because they produce effects which we and society wish to bring about. There is reference to the place of ‘knowledge’ in lifelong education and an extended discussion of some of the consequences which follow from failing to separate the concept of ‘training’ from the concept of ‘education’. (Field, 2010).


Conducting research is vital when preparing to do an academic assignment. To begin, if you are researching a broad subject area, it is important to narrow down your research to a specific sector of your topic. This is to ensure you are using your time correctly, and not researching information that will not relate to your assignment. Although it is convenient and easily accessible to use online sources regarding academic research, it is greatly beneficial to use other available sources to collect as much relevant information as possible. Five sources that are acceptable for research in an academic assignment are:
· Books
· Journals
· Newspaper articles
· Expert reports
· Google Scholar



‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’ is a piece of text produced by Emma Smith of the University of York. This article contains debates of whether the ‘age old’ comparison between the education system in Wales and England is justified. There is evidence to support claims, i.e. statistical tables and graphs, and these statistics and numbers look at examination results at the end of compulsory education. In regard to the aim of the text, the author insinuates that it is to ‘tentatively suggest’ that there is a possibility that Welsh students are no longer ‘schooled to fail’.
There is uncertainty amongst the claims that there should be a comparison between Wales and England when looking at the statistics shown in the article. One of the key arguments is that due to both countries having a different curriculum, it makes the usefulness of the claim that students in Wales are underachievers unreliable. The authors suggestion is that perhaps the comparison should be Wales to North East England, as opposed to Wales and England. This is due to the statistics provided indicating that it would possibly be a fairer relation to consider, as Wales and North East England are closer ‘economic peers’ than Wales and England as a whole, when looking at examination results. However, the author also indicates that, according to evidence provided to support the argument, that Wales is ‘superior’ to North East England. Smith insinuates that this is ‘generally as expected when factors such as intake were taken into account’.
The authors intentions in this article are to find, using the support of statistics and tangible research, cause for ‘renewed optimism’ within Welsh education, and that perhaps students in Wales are no longer ‘schooled to fail’. It appears, the purpose of the author writing this piece of text is to ensure that there is certainty within the comparison of the Welsh and English education system, particularly between Wales and North East England. Smith also looks at the comparison of examination results between girls and boys, the objective of this is to assess whether Wales’ ‘schooled to fail’ label is due to gender differences, the lack of interest working class boys have in academic gain. The ‘increasing male-female gap’ in academic performance has been made public knowledge through GCSE examinations and underachievement in Welsh education, being ‘at the heart of the standards debate’. It is the authors intentions to look statistically at results and therefore compare through gender and nationality, if it is justifiable to label Wales as the underachievers in the United Kingdom. Although the author attempts to remain unbiased for the most part, it seems apparent that it is the authors intention and purpose in this text is to use evidence backed claims in favour of Wales not being the underachievers, especially when looking at the comparison of North East England as opposed to England as a whole. 
During the first pages of the article, there is a clear lack of paragraph usage. However, after this, there is a clear and understandable layout to the text, and this is a prominent theme throughout the rest of the article. The length of the paragraphs varies depending on what the author is discussing. For example, when the author is writing in reference statistics, there is a substantial drop in the amount of text written, whereas in the topic of the gender difference within examination results, the paragraph length increases. Statistics play a large role in aiding the author with key arguments. The language used in this article indicates that the aimed audience is that of an academic nature, this includes a formal style of writing. Although there is a formal style of writing, the overall language used in the article is simple and understandable. There are various references used by the author. E.g. “According to one teachers union, our students are the most tested in the world and increased workload on teachers has resulted in unfair examination practices and ‘teaching to the test’” (NUT, 2003). The quotations have been cited correctly and included in an accurate reference list at the end of the article.
 Persuasive and objective language is used throughout this article. The author uses persuasive language in the conclusion of the article, when discussing the possibility of the ‘underachievement discourse’ not having a substantial influence on the standards debate. Objective language is used by the author when discussing the statistics, which are in the form of graphs and tables, and stating in writing what information the graphs contain. Another example of objective language used in this text, is used in order to bring forth points and further statistical research, that had not been included within the tables and graphs. There are many claims made by the author in this article, such as claiming the underachievement’s debate is possibly untrue, this is made apparent by the author referring to the underachievement debate as ‘so-called’, while also claiming that the debate is associated with the idea that schools are not at the standard they should be. There are arguments in favour of the underachievement debate perhaps not being fair in reference to the Wales and North East England comparison, and throughout the article the authors arguments appear to be consistent.
Evidence to support the authors are prominent in the form of statistical graphs and tables. The evidence shown in said graphs and tables, is used to support the authors claims that, to be fair, Wales should be compared to North East England as opposed to England as a whole. In terms of validity and reliability of the supporting evidence used by the author, due to the statistical evidence being researched by experts, the graphs and tables used are dependable, and as a result a strong and stable choice of supporting evidence. To conclude, Smith (2005), explains that: ‘While the term underachievement may have outlived its usefulness in helping us understand how students perform in tests in schools in Wales, achievement gaps in the performance of different groups of students do still exist.’ Due to the evidence the author has provided in support of their arguments, the conclusions Smith has drawn are validated. The evidence, in the form of tables and graphs, is displayed well and clear to understand.
To summarise the analysis of this piece of text, the arguments provided by the author are both objective and well supported. There is an accurate use of paragraphs, containing persuasive language that is used to sway the reader. A formal style of writing, addressed towards an audience of experts, makes this piece of text a concise and appropriate academic article.
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