This document will be critically engaging with a review of the book The Death of Democracy: Hitler’s Rise to Power and the Downfall of the Weimar Republic, authored by Benjamin Carter Hett. The review of the book was authored by Erik N. Jansen. Benjamin Carter Hett explores how Hitler rose to chancellorship in 1933. Carter Hett argues that President Hindenburg was forced to give Hitler chancellorship[footnoteRef:1]. The book also explores other factors into Hitler’s rise in popularity in the 1930s such as the role of traditional conservatives in Germany and political instability at the time[footnoteRef:2]. Erik N. Jansen gives context into why Benjamin Carter Hett gave this viewpoint. Jansen says that the author shows similarities between Hitlers’ rise to power and the 2016 US Election[footnoteRef:3]. Jansen agrees with the viewpoint and says that Carter Hett gives good insights into the rise of Nazism[footnoteRef:4]. Jansen’s review is written in a positive tone, this is shown in the opening sentence where he says that Carter Hett’s book is smart and engaging[footnoteRef:5]. Other sources of information, such as Holocaust Encyclopedia would agree with the argument that President Hindenburg was forced by the Nazis to give Hitler chancellorship. It says that Hindenburg initially refused Hitlers demand for him to become chancellor, but he eventually relented and gave Hitler chancellorship on January 30th 1933[footnoteRef:6]. It also says how political instability at the time helped Hitler to become chancellor[footnoteRef:7], this supports Carter Hett’s argument. Robert Gellately in The Oxford History of the Third Reich, gives a different view. Gellately gives the view that President Hindenburg was persuaded by Franz Von Papen to give Hitler the chancellorship on the agreement that Hitler could be controlled once in power[footnoteRef:8]. Gellately does not share the opinion with Carter Hett that Hitler and the Nazis forced President Hindenberg to give Hitler chancellorship.   [1:  Jensen E. N., ‘The Death of Democracy: Hitler’s Rise to Power and the Downfall of the Weimar Republic’, (Accessed: 21st November 2024)]  [2:  Ibid: Jensen E. N., ‘The Death of Democracy: Hitler’s Rise to Power and the Downfall of the Weimar Republic’, (Accessed: 21st November 2024)]  [3:  Ibid: Jensen E. N., ‘The Death of Democracy: Hitler’s Rise to Power and the Downfall of the Weimar Republic’, (Accessed: 21st November 2024)]  [4:  Ibid: Jensen E. N., ‘The Death of Democracy: Hitler’s Rise to Power and the Downfall of the Weimar Republic’, (Accessed: 21st November 2024)]  [5:  Ibid: Jensen E. N., ‘The Death of Democracy: Hitler’s Rise to Power and the Downfall of the Weimar Republic’, (Accessed: 21st November 2024)]  [6:  Holocaust Encyclopedia, ‘Hitler Comes to Power’, (Accessed: 21st November 2024)]  [7:  Ibid: Holocaust Encyclopedia, ‘Hitler Comes to Power’, (Accessed: 21st November 2024)]  [8:  Gellately R, ‘ The Oxford History of the Third Reich’, (Accessed: 21st November 2024)] 
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