Magnus Maximus
[bookmark: _Int_ltMZbN2X]Magnus Maximus (Welsh: Macsen Wledig) was the emperor of the Western Roman Empire from 383 to 388 CE after usurping from the emperor Gratian. His rule marks the end of the Roman presence in Britain,[footnoteRef:27467] and the story ‘The Dream of Macsen Wledig’ - one of the eleven tales of The Mabinogion – tells the story of his rise to power and relinquishment of authority over Britain.[footnoteRef:4043]  [27467:  The New Cambridge Medieval History Volume I, c. 500-700, (Cambridge University Press, 2008), pp. 48-49]  [4043:  The Mabinogion, translated by Sioned Davies, (Oxford University Press, 2008) p.108] 

[bookmark: _Int_CvxFtVuq]Maximus became emperor in 383 CE after returning to Gaul (modern day France) from a victory against the Picts and Scots in Britain. It was after this battle that his army proclaimed him as Augustus (a title given to Roman emperors) despite his own protests and he cross the channel in order to strike the first blow against Gratian, the previous emperor of the West, and after a five-day long battle, Gratian’s army was defeated and he fled for the Alps, but was later murdered.[footnoteRef:814] [814:  J.B Bury, “The Cambridge Medieval History”, (The Macmillan Company, 1911) p.383] 

When Maximus left Britain, he brought his armies with him, leaving Britain undefended,[footnoteRef:17129] and the British monk Gildas wrote about it as such: [17129:  Bury, p. 383] 

After this, Britain is left deprived of all her soldiery and armed bands, of her cruel governors, and of the flower of her youth, who went with Maximus, but never again; and utterly ignorant as she was of the art of war, groaned in amazement for many years under the cruelty of two foreign nations — the Scots from the north-west, and the Picts from the north.[footnoteRef:29601] [29601:  J.A Giles, “The Works of Gildas and Nennius”, (London: James Bohn, 1841), p. 13] 

Maximus’ withdrawal from Britain, as such, was also seemingly the withdrawal of Roman influence from the island, transferring authority back to British rulers, an act mentioned and explained in the story ‘The Dream of Macsen Wledig’.
In The Mabinogion, ‘The Dream of Macsen Wledig’ tells the story of why Maximus came to Britain, as well as his vie for power in the Western Roman Empire and his relinquishment of Roman authority over Britain.
[bookmark: _Int_9p7fTOlO]The story begins with Maximus going hunting and dreaming of the fairest land anyone had ever seen, and in that land was a great city. He dreamt that he travelled from this city to “the fairest island in the world”. It was on this island that he found a great castle, and inside was a maiden so beautiful that “it was no easier to gaze upon her than it would to gaze upon the sun”.[footnoteRef:12950] Maximus sent his men to search for this land and, upon their discovery of such, gathered his retinue and travelled there himself. Maximus conquered Britain and made his way to the castle at Aber Saint, where he found the maiden from his dreams, Elen Luyddog, and slept with her. The next day, Elen requested from Maximus her maiden fee: [12950:  The Mabinogion, translated by Sioned Davies, pp.103-104] 

She listed thus: the Island of Britain for her father, from the North Sea to the Irish Sea, and the Three Adjacent Islands to be held under the empress of Rome; and the three major forts to be built for her in three locations of her choice in the Island of Britain.[footnoteRef:23196] [23196:  The Mabinogion, translated by Sioned Davies, p. 108] 

[bookmark: _Int_XsCmAnNI]This maiden fee is the tale’s explanation for Maximus removing Roman authority from Britain. The story continues with a new emperor being declared and threatening Maximus, so he returns from Britain with his host, and a small host from the island led by Elen’s brothers Cynan and Gadeon. Together, they conquered all the countries on the way to Rome, with the host being led by the brothers being responsible for sieging and overthrowing the city of Rome itself. As reward for doing such, Maximus granted them a host to conquer whatever land they so wished,[footnoteRef:24834] the land of which is believed to be modern day Brittany. [24834:  The Mabinogion, translated by Sioned Davies, pp. 108-110] 
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