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One campaign and organisation actively working to encourage government to minimise the catastrophic effects of global climate change is the newly formed international organisation known as Extinction Rebellion (XR) (Shah, 2019). The reason this group was formed was to raise awareness of the effects of climate change and to encourage to reduce the amount of damage being done to planet earth and cite justification for their actions due to the ‘unprecedented global emergency’ the world finds itself in as a result of ‘abrupt climate breakdown’  from website  XR’s philosophy focuses on non-violent and civil disobedience (Extinction Rebellion, no date).  Civil disobedience was borne out of the passive resistance displayed by Mohandas Ghandi 1869–1948 during India’s campaign for independence from British rule (Gandhi and Dalton, 1996) The civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr 1929–1968 is another prominent example of how effective passive resistance can be (Gandhi and Dalton, 1996).

Passive resistance measures consist of many ways of protesting whilst avoiding any forms of non-cooperation and civil disobedience.  With regard to XR these include boycotts, sit-ins and blockades of major routes within certain cities including London, Cardiff, Leeds, Glasgow and Bristol. XR maintain that their actions are necessary to achieve the changes that are needed and to unite people to accomplish this outcome. This group previously recognised that the only way to actively use a radical approach was to make the government know the severity of their campaign (Extinction Rebellion, no date). 

[bookmark: _Hlk33521037]Even though the UK government aims to tackle greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 as evidenced in the Climate Change Act 2008, XR want the government to bring it forward and act now by changing the law which will require them to be more proactive in implementing strategies to achieve these targets earlier to the ‘net Zero emissions gas’ by 2025 (Climate Change Act 2008; Harrabin, 2019). The Climate and Ecological Emergency (Declaration, Emissions Target and Citizens’ Assembly) who the XR members have put together a Bill who they are formerly communicating with numerous MPs in order to get it presented in Parliament as a Private Member’s Bill (Extinction Rebellion, no date). As identified by Htun and Weldon (2012) scholars of public policy have recognised the importance of ‘social movements in softening up the political environment, changing the national mood, and putting new issues on the agenda’ (Htun and Weldon, 2012).  Newly elected Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced a diesel and petrol ban has been brought forward from 2040 to 2035, it is unclear whether or not his directive is a result of the XR campaign (BBC, 2020).  

Although this organisation would like the government to tackle the effects of climate change, they do not have a solution on how climate change should be challenged. Instead they challenge the government to establish ‘citizen assembly’ to be made up of individuals randomly chosen to be representative and demonstrative of a cross-section of the population (BBC, 2019; Appleyard, 2019). This will happen with the guidance from specialists and professionals and the participants will therefore determine a way to solve the crisis of climate change (BBC, 2019; Appleyard, 2019).  


Within the last year XR has grown from initial membership of fifteen people to establishing the largest organised ‘civil disobedience’ movement in the history of Britain (Hallman, 2019).  In April 2019 Extinction Rebellion started protests in London in many of the most used routes within the city and consequently halted travel, it lasted for eleven days (BBC, 2019). Then in October that year they began their biggest protest which lasted two weeks. Not only did they block traffic, but they also protested in London’s City Airport which resulted in flights being delayed.  Some chained themselves to politician’s homes, some glued themselves to tube trains causing angry responses from rail users who took matters into their own hands and in London’s Waterloo Road trees were planted (BBC, 2019).  In many ways the actions of XR echo the approach taken by environmental activists Greenpeace who according to their website confront governments and corporations who they believe are ‘responsible for the destruction of the natural world’ with ‘peaceful direct action’ (Greenpeace, no date).  They are know for what are reported as ‘stunts’ for example campaigners climbed the Shard building in London to publicise their cause (Holden, 2013).


XR depend on some of the protesters to be prepared to be arrested, In the last year many of the members have been arrested and been imprisoned. However, they acknowledge that if individuals were arrested the likelihood is that a black activist would be treated unfavourably compared to a white protester (Singh, 2019). Another article title poses the question ‘Does Extinction Rebellion have a race problem?’ Opponents suggest that Extinction Rebellion could be making more effort to include the black minority. It has faced criticism relating to the ability it has to connect with communities of a diverse nature (Gayle, 2019). This claim is reinforced by statistics accessed from the metropolitan police which indicate that nine in ten out of the one thousand one hundred activists arrested in London in April 2019 where white. This is  alarming as four in ten residents in London are not white (Gayle, 2019). 


In a report by the Guardian there is a suggestion that XR are predominantly from a white middle class background suggesting that they are not representative of the population. In the article Guppi Bola an activist member of Wretched of the Earth group actively suggests that XR “lack inclusive cultures”. For example, many meetings are organised in public houses which immediately exclude many individuals in society, for example Muslims who are not permitted to drink alcohol so might feel uncomfortable in such a setting (Gayle, 2019; Akec, 2019). Another example is referred to relating to the life style of individuals associated with XR  namely that “Conditions people are not very comfortable with” for instance the unlikeliness that ethnic groups will explore places of natural beauty as research implies that they might not have the right equipment to enable them to participate in camping and hiking. An editorial opinion written by Akec comments on XR and the way it was devised mainly for white British middle class, he highlights the insignificance of their campaign compared to the reality of his life which is permeated by austerity and poverty (Aken, 2020).  

In an online editorial by ‘Fair Planet’ another criticism was that XR targeted professional people, university students and academics which immediately excluded large sectors of society (Singh, 2019). ‘Fair Planet’ describe themselves as combining locally driven journalism and activism at a global scale and has a community of more than 175,000 followers on social media.  Whereas popular press, for example The Sun newspaper which, as of April 2019, had a circulation of almost 1.4 million newspapers in UK focussed on the disruption to Londoners in one article on 7th Oct 2019 (Singh, 2019).

Instead of the media focusing on the main aims of XR campaign climate change, a lot of coverage focused on the disruption caused by the protests for major disruption and inconvenience for people who need to commute to schools, work, hospitals and many other areas, for example (Knox, 2019; Burrows and kindred, 2019). Burrows and kindred specifically quote the case of a pensioner who was forced to take two buses and two journeys on the underground to attend a hospital appointment. This journey was made difficult due to the regular journey being obstructed by the protests.  This article focused completely on the disruption caused by XR (Knox, 2019; Burrows and kindred, 2019). The Sun is the second most read newspaper in UK in 2019, so are they being biased in the way they are disseminating information relating to XR and their campaign (Mayhew, 2019). Shops keepers identified a decrease in sales during the protests alongside incidence of verbal abuse and properties being defaced (Quinn, 2019). 


However, despite all the negative coverage by the media and the severe disruption caused within major cities XR was supported by many of the public in its cause (Quinn, 2019). In the news article in the Independent it stated that the judge Silas Reed acknowledged the ethos of XR and recognised ‘Your stated cause is to effect change in global attitudes to save the lives of most, if not all, of the human race,’ (Dalton, 2019). Another judge David Noble supported XR protesters who were in court but due to lack of significant evidence he felt compelled to release them, he encouraged them to succeed in the future (Courtney-Guy, 2020). 

Even though the media coverage referred to government targets in relation to climate change it was not in many cases the main focus of the articles (CFR, 2019). One criticism is that many Londoners condemned the protesters for making the capital the main focus of the protest despite the commitment made by the UK to reduce carbon emissions quicker than members of the Group of seven (G7) nations. G7 is an organisation comprised of seven of the world’s greatest innovative economies, one of the key principles of this group is sustainable development (CFR, 2019).   
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]How does the media portray XR?  As identified articles do not seem to focus on how they are trying to raise awareness and force government action on climate change. It would appear that many articles instead report on the disruptive element of their protest actions on others.   This begs the question whether XR went too far with their protest.  For example, when activists jumped on the London underground trains stopping them.  This was during the rush hour and some rail users reacted with a ‘vigilante-style attack’ towards the protesters (Townsend, 2019). However, they are working on ‘The Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill and trying to get it introduced in Parliament as a Private Member’s Bill’ because despite their protest actions they perhaps recognise that politics will affect policy change (Extinction Rebellion, no date).  
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