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[bookmark: _Toc237949129]1. Introduction, Research Context and Rationale 
[bookmark: _Toc237949130]1.0 Introduction 
This portfolio summarises my Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) research on enhancing women's enterprise resilience through microfinance and humanitarian interventions in Northern Nigeria, affected by Boko Haram. It details my engagement with literature, methodological preparation, and reflective practice, aiming to fill a critical gap in enterprise resilience research. The study explores how these programs can strengthen women-owned businesses in conflict zones, addressing limited evidence on their combined effectiveness. The goal is to inform decision-making, policy development, and program design while enhancing academic understanding of enterprise resilience in fragile environments.
[bookmark: _Toc237949131]1.1 Research Title
Building Women’s Resilience through Microfinance in Boko Haram-Affected Communities of Northern Nigeria: A Critical Review of Humanitarian-Development Interventions in Conflict Economies.
[bookmark: _Toc237949132]1.2 Research Background
Boko Haram insurgency and Conflict economies
The Boko Haram insurgency has significantly altered the socio-economic landscape of North-Eastern Nigeria, resulting in one of Africa's most enduring conflict economies. Ongoing insecurity has hampered economic growth, increased poverty and unemployment, discouraged investment, and hindered small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). This is due to infrastructure destruction, market closures, insecurity, and trade disruptions (Aruofor and Ogbeide, 2022; World Bank, 2015; Brenchenmacher, 2019; Idika-Kalu, 2020; Tafida and Amurtiya, 2023). As a result, these conditions have seriously undermined business continuity and sustainable livelihoods throughout the region.
Economic disruption affecting women entrepreneurs
Women entrepreneurs have been disproportionately affected by recent disruptions. Despite showing remarkable resilience by sustaining micro and small enterprises through strategies like livelihood diversification, informal savings groups, social networks, and microfinance (Omar, Magaji, and Jafaru, 2025; Bello, 2026), many still face high business failure rates, limited access to finance and markets, gender-blind policies, insecurity, and socio-cultural barriers that hinder enterprise growth (Shallangwa and Wilson, 2022; Ayogu and Everistus, 2015; Zoramawa, Umar, and Balarabe, 2023; World Bank Group, 2023; Lawan, 2017; Kabeer, 2002). These ongoing challenges underscore the need to better understand the factors that enhance women's enterprise resilience in conflict-affected economies. 
The image below depicts a few sticky notes employed during the evolution of my research ideas: 
[image: ]
Figure 1: sticky notes: Source(s): Authors’ Work

Role of microfinance in post-conflict livelihood recovery
Microfinance has emerged as a prominent strategy for promoting financial inclusion and empowering women economically. However, the empirical evidence surrounding its effectiveness is mixed. While some studies indicate improvements in enterprise performance, welfare, and employment (Dupas and Robinson, 2013; Karlan and Zinman, 2008; Babajide, 2012; Nwanyanwu, 2011), others find limited effects on business growth and household income, especially in conflict-affected areas (Attanasio et al., 2015; Garba, 2026). 
Financial inclusion alone does not ensure enterprise resilience. Although group lending can reduce adverse selection through peer monitoring and the building of social capital, its success is highly context dependent. Moreover, financial exclusion remains a challenge in North-Eastern Nigeria (Fletschner and Kenney, 2011; Stiglitz, 1990; Ghatak, 1999; Armendáriz and Morduch, 2010; CBN, 2022; EFInA, 2023).
Emergence of humanitarian-development nexus interventions
Humanitarian responses have evolved from solely providing emergency relief to adopting a humanitarian-development approach. This new approach recognises that achieving sustainable recovery requires integrating humanitarian assistance with livelihood restoration, enterprise support, infrastructure rehabilitation, and institutional strengthening (Ada and Abdullahi, 2022; ILO, 2003; Sphere Association, 2018). This shift is especially important in Borno State, where prolonged reliance on humanitarian aid has shown that emergency relief alone is insufficient for achieving sustainable economic recovery (Kallon, 2019; Ada and Abdullahi, 2022).  
Evidence gaps in enterprise resilience
SMEs play a crucial role in economic growth and employment but face significant challenges due to limited resources, unstable operating environments, and weak institutional support (Eniola and Entebang, 2017; Eggers, 2020; Kaplinsky and Kraemer-Mbula, 2022). While enterprise resilience is increasingly recognised as the ability to absorb, adapt to, and recover from disruptions (Hillmann and Guenther, 2021; Brito et al., 2022; Do et al., 2022), there is a lack of evidence on how microfinance and humanitarian-development interventions can work together to enhance women's enterprise resilience in conflict-affected economies. This gap in understanding motivates the proposed research.
[bookmark: _Toc237949133]1.3 Research Problem 
Research has greatly improved our understanding of financial inclusion, women's entrepreneurship, livelihood recovery, and humanitarian assistance. However, these themes are often explored in isolation, resulting in fragmented insights into how enterprises can remain resilient in conflict situations. Specifically, there is a lack of research on how financial services, social capital, institutional support, and humanitarian-development interventions work together to enhance the long-term resilience of women entrepreneurs.
As a result, organisations that implement microfinance and livelihood programs continue to experience uncertainty about which interventions are most effective, for whom they are beneficial, and under what specific conditions they produce sustainable outcomes for enterprises. This lack of evidence hinders microfinance institutions, humanitarian organisations, NGOs, and policymakers from designing interventions that effectively support long-term economic recovery in conflict-affected Northern Nigeria.
[bookmark: _Toc237949134] 1.4 Research Rationale
[bookmark: _Toc237949135]Academic Significance 
This research addresses an important gap at the intersection of women’s entrepreneurship, enterprise resilience, humanitarian-development interventions and conflict economies. Existing studies frequently investigate financial inclusion, livelihood recovery, humanitarian assistance or enterprise resilience independently. Comparatively few studies examine how these elements interact to influence women’s long-term enterprise resilience within protracted conflict settings.
The image below depicts a few sticky notes employed during the evolution of my research ideas: 
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Figure 2: sticky notes: Source(s): Authors’ Work

This proposed study adds to the existing literature by combining Enterprise Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, Social Capital Theory, and the Humanitarian-Development Nexus into a unified conceptual framework. This multidisciplinary approach enhances current research by illustrating enterprise resilience as the result of the interplay between financial, social, institutional, and humanitarian mechanisms, rather than viewing it solely as a product of financial inclusion. 
[bookmark: _Toc237949136]Policy and practice significance
The study has significant practical importance. Women-owned businesses play a crucial role in supporting household livelihoods, generating employment, and aiding local economic recovery in communities affected by conflict. By identifying the factors that enhance the resilience of these enterprises, the research will offer evidence-based guidance for microfinance institutions, humanitarian organisations, NGOs, development agencies, and policymakers. This guidance aims to help them design more effective, gender-responsive, and conflict-sensitive interventions.
[bookmark: _Toc237949137]Relevance to Doctor of Business Administration research
This research closely aligns with the objectives of a DBA by addressing a complex organisational challenge that has clear implications for business practice. Instead of developing theory in isolation, the study aims to generate practical knowledge that can enhance program design, organisational decision-making, and policy implementation. In this way, it embodies the DBA's focus on producing research that contributes to both academic scholarship and professional practice. 
[bookmark: _Toc237949138]1.5 Purpose of the Portfolio
Research planning 
This portfolio showcases the development of my doctoral research, from initial topic exploration to a cohesive DBA proposal. It highlights how systematic literature reviews, critical reflection, theoretical integration, and methodological preparation have clarified the research problem, the conceptual framework, and the research design. Additionally, it illustrates the evolution of my doctoral thinking through engagement with various theoretical perspectives and Kuhn's (1962) concept of paradigm development.
Instead of proposing a complete overhaul of the existing financial inclusion paradigm, this portfolio advocates an evolutionary extension that incorporates resilience, livelihoods, social capital, and humanitarian-development perspectives. The following sections outline this progression and lay the intellectual, theoretical, and methodological foundations for the proposed DBA research.
[bookmark: _Toc237949139]2 Research Objectives, Methodological Preparation and Learning Journey
[bookmark: _Toc237949140]2.1 Research Aim and Objectives
The Overarching aim of this research is:
To critically evaluate how microfinance and humanitarian-development interventions strengthen women’s enterprise resilience in Boko Haram-affected communities in Northern Nigeria.
This objective emphasises the DBA’s aim to address complex organisational challenges and generate evidence for improving business practices, policies, and programs. The study examines the interplay of financial, social, institutional, and humanitarian mechanisms to enhance enterprise resilience in conflict-affected economies.
To achieve this aim, three interconnected research objectives have been adopted: 
Research Objectives
1. Explore factors influencing enterprise resilience in conflict economies.
2. Develop a conceptual framework linking microfinance, enterprise resilience, and women’s entrepreneurship.
3. Inform future policy and programme design through evidence-based recommendations. 
This text examines factors influencing enterprise resilience and aims to develop a practical framework for humanitarian organisations, microfinance institutions, NGOs, and policymakers in conflict-affected areas. It views resilience as a multifaceted process that requires integrated economic, social, and institutional support, moving beyond previous studies that focused solely on financial inclusion.
Potential Research Question
The preliminary research question guiding the study is:  
How does microfinance contribute to building women’s enterprise resilience in Boko Haram-affected communities of Northern Nigeria?
This question is supported by four subsidiary questions:
· What enterprise challenges do women-owned enterprises experience?
· How effective are humanitarian-development interventions?
· What resilience mechanisms emerge among women entrepreneurs?
· What contextual factors influence intervention outcomes? 
Collectively, these questions provide a coherent structure for investigating women’s enterprise resilience from organisational, institutional and humanitarian perspectives. 
[bookmark: _Toc237949141]2.2 Philosophical and Methodological Preparation
Developing a suitable philosophical position was key in refining the research design. This study adopts Pragmatism, backed by Critical Realism, as a foundation to address enterprise resilience in conflict economies. A mind map was created to aid in the research development: 
[image: ]
Figure 3: Mind Map: Source(s): Authors’ Work

Pragmatism emphasises effective methods for tackling research problems rather than sticking to a single philosophical tradition (Morgan, 2007). This is suitable for enterprise resilience, which relies on measurable outcomes and context-driven social processes. Critical realism complements this by recognising that observable outcomes are shaped by deeper social and structural mechanisms in conflict environments (Bhaskar, 2008). Together, these viewpoints provide a robust framework for analysing enterprise resilience at various levels. This study critiques the limitations of current financial inclusion theories in conflict economies, informed by Kuhn's (1962) concept of scientific paradigms. It enhances these theories by integrating Enterprise Resilience Theory and the Humanitarian-Development Nexus, offering an evolutionary contribution to knowledge.
Using an abductive mixed-methods design, the research combines secondary data analysis and a pilot interview with a humanitarian development or women’s rights practitioner. This approach allows for iterative refinement of understanding based on new findings (Dubois and Gadde, 2002), particularly where existing theories fall short in explaining enterprise resilience in conflict settings.
Data will be systematically gathered from peer-reviewed literature, government publications, NGO reports, humanitarian agencies, and credible grey literature. To ensure methodological rigour, the study will employ transparent search procedures, quality appraisal, thematic analysis, conceptual synthesis, and triangulation (Tranfield, Denyer, and Smart, 2003; Snyder, 2019).
[bookmark: _Toc237949142]2.3 Pilot Data Planning
Due to the ethical and security challenges of conducting primary research in Boko Haram-affected areas, this study relies primarily on secondary evidence. However, a brief pilot interview will be conducted with an experienced humanitarian or women's rights practitioner to enhance the literature.
Instead of generating primary empirical findings, the interview will serve three purposes:
· Validating themes emerging from the literature;
· Refining the conceptual framework; and
· Informing the final research design.
The pilot planning process systematically identifies relevant literature, categorising sources to focus on women's entrepreneurship, enterprise resilience, humanitarian-development interventions, and conflict economies. This structured selection creates a transparent foundation for the upcoming critical literature review.
[bookmark: _Toc237949143]2.4 Research Journey and Learning Development
This portfolio documents the progression of my doctoral thinking from an initial research interest to a coherent DBA research proposal. The journey has been characterised by continuous reflection, critical engagement with the literature and increasing methodological sophistication. 
The appendix contains the following items for this portfolio research: 
1. What, why, how, and How Quadrants; 2. The Four-Quadrant Blueprint Mapping 
3. The master synthesis pitch; 4. 1st elevator pitch before condensed
5. A pitch to consider; 6. Initial chart for Identifying relevant Articles
The image below depicts a few sticky notes employed during the evolution of my research ideas: 
[image: ]
Figure 4: sticky notes: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc237949144]Stage 1: Identifying the Research Problem  
The research explored the economic impact of the Boko Haram insurgency on women-owned businesses in Northern Nigeria. While earlier studies noted business disruption, displacement, restricted market access, and financial exclusion, there is limited evidence on the long-term effectiveness of microfinance in enhancing enterprise resilience. 
The following slides stem from earlier research, which contributed to my decision for this portfolio research:
[image: ]
Figure 5: Presentation slide on ‘Why this study matters’: Source(s): Authors’ Work
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Figure 6: Presentation slide on ‘Key Finding 1 Economic Impact’: Source(s): Authors’ Work


[image: ]
Figure 7: Presentation slide on ‘Key Findings 2 Gendered Insecurity’: Source(s): Authors’ Work

This stage focused research on women’s entrepreneurship towards enterprise resilience, microfinance, and humanitarian-development interventions.
[bookmark: _Toc237949145]Stage 2: Exploring the Literature 
Systematic engagement with academic and grey literature identified four dominant themes:
· Women’s entrepreneurship in conflict economies;
· Microfinance and financial inclusion;
· Enterprise resilience; and 
· Humanitarian-development interventions.
The review found mixed evidence on the effectiveness of microfinance. While many studies noted improved financial access, few showed sustained enterprise growth or survival. This inconsistency indicates that enterprise resilience involves factors beyond financial inclusion, including social and institutional influences.
[bookmark: _Toc237949146]Stage 3: Developing the Theoretical Framework
As the literature review progressed, it became clear that no single theoretical perspective fully explained women’s resilience in conflict settings. Therefore, four complementary perspectives were integrated:
· Enterprise Resilience Theory;
· Sustainable Livelihood Framework;
· Social Capital Theory; and 
· Humanitarian-Development Nexus. 
Collectively, these perspectives conceptualise enterprise resilience as a multidimensional process influenced by financial resources, adaptive capacity, social networks and institutional support. This represented a significant shift away from viewing financial inclusion as the principal explanation of enterprise success.
[bookmark: _Toc237949147]Stage 4: Refining the Research Design
Engaging with research philosophy refined the study by adopting pragmatism and incorporating Critical Realism. This provided a coherent framework for an abductive mixed-methods design that combines secondary evidence with expert insight. It boosted my confidence in selecting appropriate methods for the research problem rather than adhering to a single methodological tradition.
[bookmark: _Toc237949148]Stage 5: Critical Reflection
The key development emerged from an evaluation of the microfinance literature, revealing that greater financial access often did not improve enterprise resilience. This led to a shift in perspective, recognising resilience as a broader adaptive process influenced by financial, social, institutional, and humanitarian factors. This insight enhanced the research's conceptual framework by incorporating multiple perspectives rather than focusing solely on financial inclusion.
[bookmark: _Toc237949149]Stage 6: Paradigm Reflection
Studying Kuhn’s (1962) concept of scientific paradigms has significantly shaped my understanding of knowledge development. Rather than replacing the dominant financial inclusion paradigm, my research aims to extend it by integrating resilience, livelihoods, social capital, and humanitarian-development perspectives. This study builds on established scholarship and addresses important anomalies in the existing literature, enhancing my appreciation of the relationship between philosophy, theory, methodology, and applied research practice.
[bookmark: _Toc237949150]2.5 Reflection 
This portfolio documents my doctoral journey, showcasing systematic literature review, theoretical integration, methodological refinement, and critical reflection. I have gained confidence in questioning dominant assumptions about financial inclusion, recognising anomalies, and forming comprehensive interpretations. This process reflects my growth as an independent researcher, capable of critically evaluating evidence and producing relevant, practice-oriented research. 
The image below depicts some sticky notes which were employed during my thought process for the evolution of the portfolio research ideas: [image: ]
Figure 8: sticky notes: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc237949151]3 Critical Literature Review, Evidence Matrix and Conceptual Framework
This section synthesises the literature supporting the proposed research by critically examining key theoretical perspectives, empirical evidence, and methodologies. Rather than summarising previous studies in isolation, it evaluates the strengths, limitations, and interconnections of existing evidence to identify the knowledge gap justifying the DBA research. This establishes a theoretical foundation for a resilience-oriented framework that explains how microfinance and humanitarian-development interventions strengthen women’s enterprise resilience in Boko Haram-affected communities in Northern Nigeria.
[bookmark: _Toc237888362][bookmark: _Toc237949152]Proposed Conceptual Framework
[image: ]
Figure 9 Proposed Conceptual Framework: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc237949153]3.1 Critical Review of the Literature 
Armed conflict reshapes economic systems by raising transaction costs, restricting mobility, damaging infrastructure, and weakening institutions (Justino, 2012; Collier, 2019). These disruptions disproportionately impact women, leading to livelihood loss, displacement, and increased household responsibilities (Okoli and Azom, 2019; Iman et al., 2020). Despite their significant role in household resilience and local economic recovery, women-owned enterprises face ongoing barriers to finance, markets, and business support (Brush et al., 2009; Minniti, 2010).
Microfinance has gained popularity as a means to enhance women's economic participation, but its effectiveness varies. While it improves access to credit, enterprise resilience often requires more than just financial support (World Bank, 2015). Success depends on factors like business training, savings options, and market access (Cooke et al., 2022). Financial inclusion should be viewed as part of a broader strategy for resilience rather than a standalone solution.
Resilience encompasses more than financial resources. Key capacities include absorption, adaptation, and transformation (Folke, 2006). Organisational resilience involves anticipation, coping, and adaptation during disruptions (Williams et al., 2017; Duchek, 2020). However, these concepts are rarely applied to women-owned microenterprises in conflict areas, where resilience is shaped by household resources, informal institutions, humanitarian aid, and local governance.
The sustainable livelihoods framework emphasises that resilience relies on interactions among financial, human, social, physical, and natural capital (Scoones, 1998). In conflict settings, livelihood disruption often leads to displacement and weakened infrastructure, rendering finance-focused interventions inadequate because they overlook broader structural issues that affect enterprise resilience. Recent humanitarian literature promotes the humanitarian-development nexus to link emergency aid with long-term recovery. Programs in the Lake Chad Basin show that combining stabilisation, infrastructure, governance, and social cohesion can support recovery (UNDP, 2021b; UNDP, 2022). However, evaluations often focus on outputs rather than long-term outcomes such as enterprise survival and growth, resulting in limited evidence of how these interventions enhance enterprise resilience. 
The literature shows that enterprise resilience results from interactions among financial, social, institutional, and humanitarian mechanisms, rather than a single intervention. However, empirical research on these relationships in conflict-affected Northern Nigeria is limited.
The image below depicts some sticky notes which were employed during my thought process for the evolution of the portfolio research ideas: 
[image: ]
Figure 10: sticky notes: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc237949154]3.2 Critical Evaluation of the Evidence
To ensure methodological rigour, the study employs a systematic evidence matrix to evaluate academic and grey literature on women's enterprise resilience in conflict economies. The evidence includes strong theoretical foundations in entrepreneurship and resilience, along with valuable insights from microfinance studies and reports by organisations such as UNDP and the World Bank. However, limitations exist, such as the inapplicability of some conceptual studies to Northern Nigeria and the reliance of empirical research on small case studies. Institutional reports may showcase successes but often underreport challenges, underscoring the need to triangulate evidence from multiple sources.
Accordingly, each source will be evaluated using consistent criteria, including:
· Authority and credibility;
· Methodological transparency;
· Relevance to the research objectives;
· Geographical and population suitability;
· Measurement validity;
· Potential institutional or publication bias;
· Consistency with other evidence; and 
· Capacity to support either casual or interpretive conclusions.
Triangulation will systematically compare peer-reviewed literature, government publications, humanitarian reports, and credible evidence. Contradictory findings will be critically examined to enhance theoretical understanding and strengthen the final synthesis. Validity will be improved by clearly defining constructs, particularly differentiating enterprise resilience from financial inclusion or women’s empowerment. Reliability will be bolstered through standardised extraction templates, transparent coding, and thorough documentation. These procedures will establish a rigorous foundation for the systematic literature review.
The following is a systematic evidence review table that supports the research journey: 
[bookmark: _Toc237888356][bookmark: _Toc237949155]Source Review and Evidence Matrix
[image: ]
[image: ]
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Figure 11: Source review and evidence matrix: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc237949156]3.3 Developing the Conceptual Framework
No single theoretical perspective fully explains women’s enterprise resilience in conflict economies. This research develops a conceptual framework that integrates four complementary perspectives:
· Enterprise Resilience Theory;
· Sustainable Livelihoods Framework;
· Social Capital Theory; and 
· Humanitarian-Development Nexus
These theories offer complementary insights into how women-owned enterprises survive and adapt in fragile environments. The framework views microfinance services, credit, savings, and business training as resources that enhance resilience capacities.:
· Absorptive capacity;
· Adaptive capacity;
· Transformative capacity.
These capacities influence business outcomes such as survival, recovery, and growth. The model suggests a conditional relationship between financial inclusion and enterprise performance, emphasising that resilience relies on broader contextual factors, not just finance.
[bookmark: _Toc237888354][bookmark: _Toc237949157]Critical Literature Review Map
This portfolio item features a thematic literature map shown below, on conflict economies, women's entrepreneurship, microfinance, enterprise resilience, and humanitarian-development interventions. It highlights key research for the proposed DBA study and emphasises Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, and Social Capital Theory: [image: ]Figure 12: Thematic Literature Map: Source(s): Authors’ Work
The following table showcases the development of scholarship through theoretical integration:
[bookmark: _Toc237888365][bookmark: _Toc237949158]Theoretical Integration
Theoretical Integration
	Theory
	Contribution to the framework

	
	

	Resilience Theory
	This study explores the mechanisms through which enterprises absorb, adapt to, and undergo transformation in the aftermath of conflict-related shocks (Folke, 2006; Duchek, 2020).

	Sustainable Livelihood Framework
	This study illuminates the intricate interactions among financial, human, social, physical, and natural capital within the contexts of vulnerability and institutional frameworks (Scoones, 1998).

	Social Capital Theory
	This study elucidates how trust, social networks, and collective relationships facilitate or hinder access to resources and shape adaptive processes, as discussed by Bourdieu (1986) and Coleman (1988).

	Women’s Economic Empowerment
	This research investigates the extent to which financial and entrepreneurial outcomes contribute to enhancing women’s resources, agency, and achievements, as articulated in Kabeer's (1999) framework.

	Conflict-Economy Perspective
	This study examines how insecurity, displacement, and institutional weakness affect relational dynamics within the proposed framework (Justino, 2012).


Figure 13: Theoretical integration: Source(s): Authors’ Work

Women’s empowerment is crucial for enterprise resilience, but it does not automatically result from access to finance. According to Kabeer (1999), true empowerment requires women to have access to resources, agency, and control over business decisions. Without decision-making authority or in the face of restrictive gender norms, improved financial access may not enhance empowerment.
Additionally, resilient women-owned enterprises play a vital role in community recovery by boosting household livelihoods, creating jobs, and stimulating local economies. Social Capital Theory highlights the significance of trust, collective action, and social networks in resource mobilisation (Bourdieu, 1986; Coleman, 1988). Humanitarian-development interventions also provide essential support through governance, infrastructure, and livelihood restoration, promoting sustainable recovery in conflict-affected areas.
The proposed conceptual relationship may therefore be summarised as follows:
1. Microfinance services strengthen resilience capacities.
2. Resilience capacities improve enterprise outcomes.
3. Enterprise resilience supports women’s empowerment.
4. Women’s empowerment contributes to community recovery.
5. Conflict intensity, market access, institutional capacity, gender norms and social capital moderate these relationships.
6. Humanitarian-development interventions enhance enterprise resilience by integrating finance with broader economic and institutional support.
This framework, therefore, clearly distinguishes among financial inputs, resilience mechanisms, and enterprise outcomes, positioning microfinance as an enabling resource operating within a broader resilience system rather than as an independent determinant of enterprise success.
[bookmark: _Toc237949159]3.4 Kuhnian Interpretation
The literature reveals anomalies in the financial inclusion paradigm, which assumes that improved access enhances women’s empowerment and enterprise growth. However, in conflict-affected economies, financial inclusion alone seldom leads to sustained enterprise resilience (Banerjee et al., 2015; World Bank, 2015). Instead of rejecting this paradigm, the study extends it by integrating Enterprise Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, Social Capital Theory, and the Humanitarian-Development Nexus, offering a more comprehensive view of women's enterprise resilience, consistent with Kuhn’s (1962) perspective on the evolution of scientific knowledge through paradigm refinement.
[bookmark: _Toc237949160]3.5 Contribution to the Research Plan
The literature review, evidence matrix and conceptual framework collectively establish the intellectual foundation for the proposed DBA research. They:
· Refine the research problem and objectives;
· Identify the principal theoretical perspectives informing the study;
· Distinguish enterprise resilience from financial inclusion;
· Establish transparent procedures for evidence selection and appraisal;
· Identify appropriate resilience indicators;
· Recognise methodological limitations and potential bias; and 
· Justify the development of a resilience-oriented framework capable of informing theory, policy and organisational practice.
[bookmark: _Toc237949161]4 Research Design and Methodology
This section outlines the methodology framework for the DBA research, demonstrating alignment between the research problem, philosophical stance, methodology, and methods. Each decision is justified in relation to the study's aim of exploring how microfinance and humanitarian-development interventions enhance women's enterprise resilience in Boko Haram-affected communities in Northern Nigeria. The methodology is designed to produce both theoretically informed and practically relevant knowledge to aid organisational decision-making and policy development.
The image below shows several sticky notes used during my thought process for developing the portfolio research ideas: 
[image: ]
Figure 14: sticky notes: Source(s): Authors’ Work

The Saunders Research Onion (Saunders et al., 2023) provides a key framework for the study, guiding it from philosophical stance to data collection with a clear methodological approach as shown below:
[bookmark: _Toc237888373]Research Onion Diagram[image: ]
Figure 15: Research onion: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc237949162]4.1 Research Philosophy 
This study employs Pragmatism, supported by Critical Realism, as its philosophical framework. Pragmatism focuses on selecting research methods that effectively address the problem rather than adhering to a specific tradition, enabling the integration of qualitative and quantitative evidence to understand women's enterprise resilience in conflict economies and to inform policymaking (Morgan, 2007). Critical Realism adds depth by acknowledging that observable enterprise outcomes are shaped by underlying social, institutional, and structural factors in conflict settings (Bhaskar, 2008). Thus, Pragmatism and Critical Realism form a strong foundation for exploring enterprise resilience as both a measurable result and a socially embedded process.
[bookmark: _Toc237949163]4.2 Research Approach
The research adopts an abductive approach, enabling a dynamic interaction between empirical evidence and theoretical explanation (Dubois and Gadde, 2002). This method is well-suited for tackling complex organisational issues with incomplete explanations while refining existing theories.  The study employs abduction to create a resilience-oriented framework, drawing on Enterprise Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihood Framework, Social Capital Theory, and the Humanitarian-Development Nexus. These concepts are enhanced through systematic analysis of secondary evidence and expert validation, promoting theoretical advancement in line with empirical insights...
[bookmark: _Toc237949164]4.3 Research Strategy
A multiple-case study documentary strategy compares evidence from conflict-affected areas in Borno, Adamawa, and Yobe States (Yin, 2018). This approach examines published evidence from humanitarian programs, government reports, academic research, and evaluations, rather than focusing on individual organisations. Given the limited access to these communities due to security and logistical constraints, this strategy enables robust analysis of interventions and enhances the transferability of findings. Comparing evidence across programs and locations uncovers patterns and contextual differences in conflict settings.
[bookmark: _Toc237949165]4.4 Research Design
The study employs a mixed-methods design, integrating qualitative literature, quantitative program evidence, and a pilot semi-structured interview with an experienced practitioner in humanitarian-development or women’s rights. This approach recognises that understanding women's enterprise resilience in conflict economies requires diverse evidence. Qualitative insights reveal women's experiences and responses, while quantitative data provide program statistics and evaluations. Pilot interviews help validate themes and refine the conceptual framework, enhancing the interpretation of secondary evidence.
[bookmark: _Toc237949166]4.5 Data Sources
The study relies predominantly on systematic secondary data drawn from multiple complementary sources, including:
· Peer-reviewed academic literature;
· Government publications;
· NGO reports;
· Humanitarian agency publications;
· Microfinance institution reports;
· Programme evaluations;
· Studies focusing on women entrepreneurs; and 
· Credible grey literature.
These sources offer comparative evidence across various organisations, interventions, and conflict contexts, enabling analysis of organisational practices and policy implementation while mitigating the limitations of single-case studies. A pilot interview with an experienced humanitarian-development or women’s rights practitioner will further validate interpretations from the literature without replacing systematic secondary analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc237949167]4.6 Data Collection and Analysis
Secondary evidence will be collected through transparent search procedures and quality appraisal, following established literature review methods (Tranfield, Denyer and Smart, 2003; Snyder, 2019). Searches will cover academic databases and credible grey literature using keywords related to women’s entrepreneurship, enterprise resilience, microfinance, and Boko Haram. Studies will undergo qualitative content analysis and thematic synthesis, using standardised coding and extraction templates. Triangulation will be employed to analyse diverse evidence and address contradictions, enhancing rigour and credibility...
[bookmark: _Toc237949168]4.7 Rigour, Validity and Reliability
Maintaining methodological rigour in conflict settings is essential for research design. Validity is enhanced by clearly defining constructs that separate enterprise resilience from financial inclusion, women’s empowerment, and organisational performance. Using standardised extraction templates and transparent coding will improve reliability and facilitate consistent interpretation across diverse evidence sources.
Qualitative evidence will be appraised for credibility, trustworthiness, and relevance (Lincoln and Guba, 1985). It will be evaluated using reliability measures and methodological quality. Triangulation across multiple sources enhances confidence in the final synthesis by minimising reliance on any single publication or perspective.
[bookmark: _Toc237949169]4.8 Ethical Considerations
The research primarily uses secondary evidence but emphasises ethical considerations. It will respectfully represent conflict-affected women, accurately attribute published work, and responsibly interpret sensitive information. The pilot interview will adhere to university ethical guidelines, ensuring informed consent, confidentiality, and voluntary participation. Care will be taken to avoid stereotyping and misrepresentation of vulnerable populations. Ethical practice includes responsible scholarship and culturally sensitive interpretation throughout the research process.
[bookmark: _Toc237949170]4.9 Kuhnian Perspective 
The methodological design reflects Kuhn’s (1962) idea that research evolves within established paradigms while addressing anomalies through empirical investigation. Rather than viewing philosophical traditions as competing, this study integrates Pragmatism and Critical Realism to enhance the financial inclusion paradigm. 
Pragmatism utilises both quantitative evidence, like program data and performance indicators, and qualitative studies with expert interpretations (Morgan, 2007). Critical Realism connects observable outcomes to structural mechanisms such as conflict, gender norms, and market conditions (Bhaskar, 2008).
This approach fosters a resilience-oriented framework that integrates financial, social, institutional, and humanitarian perspectives, refining existing knowledge without rejecting established theories. The next slide illustrates Kuhn’s cycle of scientific development.:
[bookmark: _Toc237949171]Kuhn’s cycle of scientific development concept
[image: ]
Figure 16: Kuhn’s cycle of scientific development concept: Source(s): Authors’ Work
[bookmark: _Toc237949172]4.10 Contribution of the Methodology 
The proposed methodology provides a coherent and rigorous framework for investigating women’s enterprise resilience within conflict-affected Northern Nigeria. By integrating systematic secondary evidence with limited expert insight, the research combines philosophical coherence, methodological rigour and practical relevance. This design is expected to generate robust evidence to inform organisational practice, policy development, and future research, while supporting the development of a resilience-oriented humanitarian-development framework grounded in the realities of conflict economies.
[bookmark: _Toc237949173]5 Critical Reflection and Research Development
A DBA involves more than just methodological skills; it requires critical reflection and the integration of theory with practice. This portfolio captures my research evolution and doctoral thinking through research notes, mind maps, and engagement with the literature. I refined my broad research interest into a coherent and practice-oriented DBA proposal. Reflective practice played a key role in questioning assumptions and enhancing the research design.
The image below displays several sticky notes I used while brainstorming portfolio research ideas: 
[image: ]
Figure 17: sticky notes: Source(s): Authors’ Work
[bookmark: _Toc237949174]5.1 Identifying the Research Problem
The research examined the economic impact of the Boko Haram insurgency on women-owned businesses in Northern Nigeria, highlighting disruptions, displacement, and financial exclusion. While microfinance is often viewed as crucial for women's recovery, evidence of its long-term effectiveness in building resilience in conflict-affected communities is limited. The study shifted to explore how microfinance interacts with humanitarian-development efforts to support women's enterprises and enhance organizational resilience in fragile environments.
[bookmark: _Toc237949175]5.2 Literature Review and Intellectual Development
A systematic review of academic and grey literature further shaped the study's direction. Four dominant themes consistently emerged:
· Women’s entrepreneurship with conflict economies;
· Microfinance and financial inclusion;
· Enterprise resilience; and 
· Humanitarian-development interventions.
Evidence shows that while microfinance can improve access to financial services, few studies prove it leads to sustained enterprise survival or long-term growth. This suggests that enterprise resilience involves not just financial inclusion but also a mix of financial, institutional, social, and contextual factors. This realization shifted my perspective, leading me to see resilience as a multidimensional process needing broader theoretical explanations.
The following chart illustrates the Key themes emerging from the literature:
[image: ]
Figure 18: Key Themes Emerging from the Literature: Source(s): Authors’ Work

[bookmark: _Toc237949176]5.3 Theoretical Integration
As my understanding of the literature grew, it became clear that no single theoretical framework fully explained women’s enterprise resilience in conflict economies. Thus, the research integrates four complementary perspectives:
· Enterprise Resilience Theory;
· Sustainable Livelihoods Framework;
· Social Capital Theory; and 
· Humanitarian-Development Nexus.
Each theory provides a distinct perspective: Enterprise Resilience Theory focuses on organisational adaptation following disruptions; the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework broadens resilience to encompass diverse livelihood assets; Social Capital Theory emphasises relationships and trust in access to resources; and the Humanitarian-Development Nexus links enterprise resilience to long-term recovery. Integrating these views redefines enterprise resilience as the interplay among financial resources, adaptive capacity, institutional support, and humanitarian intervention, rather than just finance.
[bookmark: _Toc237949177]5.4 Methodological Development
Reflection influenced the methodological design, leading me to adopt a Pragmatist and Critical Realist approach. Initially considering a conventional qualitative method, I recognised that the complexity of women's enterprise resilience required a mixed-methods strategy that integrated secondary data and expert insights. This methodology supports measurable program outcomes and aligns with DBA research objectives. The decision to focus on secondary evidence stemmed from security concerns, ethical considerations, and limited access to conflict areas. A pilot interview with a humanitarian or women's rights practitioner provides valuable context while preserving methodological integrity.
[bookmark: _Toc237949178]5.5 Critical Reflection and Paradigm Development
A critical evaluation of microfinance literature revealed that improved financial access doesn't always lead to enterprise resilience, prompting a reassessment of my assumptions. I began to view resilience as an adaptive process shaped by financial, social, institutional, and humanitarian factors, shifting my focus from financial inclusion to how women-owned enterprises survive in conflict economies. Reflective practices enhanced my conceptual framework and methodology, fostering continual questioning of dominant assumptions and boosting my confidence in engaging with established scholarship.
[bookmark: _Toc237949179]5.6 Kuhnian Reflection
Kuhn’s (1962) theory of scientific paradigms significantly shaped my understanding of knowledge development during the DBA journey. While literature often claims that microfinance empowers women through financial inclusion and better enterprise performance (Kabeer, 1999; Armendariz and Morduch, 2010), the evidence in this portfolio highlights several key anomalies. The image below displays several sticky notes I used while brainstorming portfolio research ideas:
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Figure 19: sticky notes: Source(s): Authors’ Work

Improved access to finance does not always enhance enterprise resilience. Financial inclusion may not empower women in the presence of gender inequalities. The effectiveness of microfinance varies in conflict settings with insecurity and weak institutions. Sustainable enterprise resilience often relies on complementary support, such as business training, social capital, and market access.
In line with Kuhn (1962), unresolved inconsistencies present opportunities to refine theories rather than reject existing knowledge. This study extends the financial inclusion paradigm by integrating Enterprise Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, Social Capital Theory, and the Humanitarian-Development Nexus, offering a more comprehensive understanding of women’s enterprise resilience and grounding it in established scholarship.
[bookmark: _Toc237949180]5.7 Reconciling Competing Paradigms
An important outcome of this reflection is recognising that competing theoretical perspectives need not be mutually exclusive. The proposed framework reconciles four complementary paradigms.
The Economic Paradigm views finance as a key driver of enterprise performance (Banerjee, Karlan, and Zinman, 2015). The Social Paradigm emphasises the role of social capital and networks in accessing resources (Bourdieu, 1986; Coleman, 1988). The Resilience Paradigm focuses on capacities that help enterprises endure disruptions (Folke, 2006; Duchek, 2020). Lastly, the Humanitarian Paradigm highlights the need for coordinated support for sustainable recovery (UNDP, 2022).
The proposed framework integrates multiple perspectives on enterprise resilience, viewing it as the result of interactions among financial, social, institutional, and humanitarian mechanisms, rather than a single intervention. This multidisciplinary approach acknowledges the complexity of conflict economies and the practical focus of DBA research.
[bookmark: _Toc237949181]5.8 Ethical Reflection 
This research relies on secondary evidence and prioritises ethical responsibility. It emphasises the accurate representation of conflict-affected women, the avoidance of stereotypes, and respectful engagement with vulnerable populations. The pilot interview will follow university ethical standards, including informed consent and confidentiality. Ethical considerations extend beyond compliance, reflecting a commitment to responsible scholarship and the creation of practical knowledge that respects the dignity of those impacted by conflict.  
[bookmark: _Toc237949182]5.9 Overall Reflection
This portfolio highlights my doctoral journey, from identifying a business problem to developing a comprehensive DBA research proposal. Through a literature review, engagement with theory, and methodological refinement, I crafted a research design that is both theoretically sound and practically relevant. This process has strengthened my skills as an independent researcher, boosting my confidence in identifying anomalies and building evidence-based arguments.
[bookmark: _Toc237949183]6 Final Research Proposal, Contribution to Knowledge, Conclusion and Next Steps
[bookmark: _Toc237949184]6.1 Final Research Proposal
[bookmark: _Toc237949185]Final DBA Research Title 
BUILDING WOMEN’S ENTERPRISE RESILIENCE THROUGH MICROFINANCE IN BOKO HARAM-AFFECTED COMMUNITIES OF NORTHERN NIGERIA: DEVELOPING A RESILIENCE-ORIENTED HUMANITARIAN-DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK FOR CONFLICT ECONOMIES
The refined title captures the intellectual journey of the portfolio, which evolved from a focus on microfinance and women’s entrepreneurship to a broader examination of enterprise resilience in conflict economies. It better represents the study’s theoretical integration, methodological approach, and its contributions to both scholarship and practice.
[bookmark: _Toc237949186] 6.2 Contribution to Knowledge
This DBA research proposal addresses a gap in the literature on how microfinance and humanitarian-development interventions enhance women’s enterprise resilience in conflict-affected Northern Nigeria. Existing research often treats financial inclusion, livelihood recovery, humanitarian assistance, and enterprise resilience as separate issues, providing limited insight into their collective impact in fragile environments (Banerjee, Karlan, and Zinman, 2015; UNDP, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc237949187]Theoretical Contributions 
The principal theoretical contribution is the development of an integrated resilience-oriented framework synthesising four complementary perspectives:
· Enterprise Resilience Theory;
· Sustainable Livelihood Framework;
· Social Capital Theory; and 
· Humanitarian-Development Nexus
The framework illustrates how financial, social, institutional, and humanitarian mechanisms interact to affect enterprise resilience in conflict economies (Folke, 2006; Scones, 1998). This approach enhances research on financial inclusion by highlighting that sustainable resilience depends on broader organisational and contextual factors, not just financial services. 
[bookmark: _Toc237949188]Methodological Contribution
The research uses a mixed-methods design that integrates systematic secondary evidence with expert insights. It combines qualitative literature, quantitative program data, and a pilot expert interview, applying abductive reasoning and triangulation to examine complex organisational issues in conflict settings (Morgan, 2007; Dubois and Gadde, 2002). This approach provides a broader analysis than a single case study while maintaining ethical and security standards in affected communities, demonstrating how secondary evidence can inform organisational decision-making.
[bookmark: _Toc237949189]Practical contribution
The resilience-oriented framework provides practical guidance for various stakeholders.
The research outlines principles for microfinance institutions to create conflict-sensitive financial services that encompass savings, business training, and flexible products, rather than just credit provision.
The study advocates for integrated livelihood recovery programs for NGOs and humanitarian organisations that merge enterprise development with social and institutional support.
The research emphasises the need for development agencies to connect humanitarian aid with long-term economic recovery through coordinated interventions.
The findings provide recommendations for policymakers to enhance women’s enterprise resilience, aid gender-responsive policy development, and support sustainable economic recovery in conflict-affected Northern Nigeria.
[bookmark: _Toc237949190]6.3 Kuhnian Contribution
Kuhn’s (1962) concept of scientific paradigms serves as a key lens for evaluating the literature on financial inclusion. This dominant paradigm has deepened our understanding of women’s economic empowerment, highlighting the significance of access to credit, savings, and financial services. Yet, a systematic review of the literature uncovers several unresolved anomalies. Improved financial access does not always enhance enterprise resilience, as growth is limited by insecurity, weak institutions, and restrictive gender norms. Humanitarian interventions may aid immediate recovery, but do not ensure sustainable enterprise outcomes.
The proposed research enhances the financial inclusion paradigm by incorporating resilience, livelihoods, social capital, and humanitarian-development perspectives. This approach aligns with Kuhn’s view of scientific progress as an evolutionary refinement of theory rather than a radical shift. Consequently, the study offers a more comprehensive understanding of women’s enterprise resilience while building on existing scholarship (Kuhn, 1962).
[bookmark: _Toc237949191]6.4 Overall Portfolio Reflection
This portfolio outlines the development of a DBA research project on women's entrepreneurship and the economic impact of Boko Haram insurgency. The literature review highlighted inconsistencies in the effectiveness of microfinance in conflict economies, leading to a resilience-oriented framework that extends beyond financial inclusion.
Theoretical and methodological refinement utilised Pragmatism and Critical Realism to support an abductive mixed-methods design, integrating secondary evidence with expert insights while maintaining practical focus and philosophical coherence.
My growth as a researcher has involved critical reflection, enhancing my ability to evaluate theories, challenge assumptions, and synthesise evidence into coherent arguments. I can now identify gaps, recognise anomalies, and propose evidence-based solutions that are both academically and professionally relevant.
[bookmark: _Toc237949192]6.5 Conclusion
This portfolio establishes a foundation for DBA research, highlighting that understanding women's enterprise resilience in conflict economies requires an integrated approach. It encompasses resilience, livelihoods, social capital, and humanitarian-development interventions, rather than just financial inclusion. Women's resilience is shaped by financial resources, institutional capacity, social relationships, adaptive capabilities, and humanitarian support. The proposed resilience-oriented framework provides a theoretical basis for assessing practices and guiding program design, policy development, and future research. By integrating Enterprise Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, Social Capital Theory, and the Humanitarian-Development Nexus, the study aims to enhance understanding of enterprise resilience in conflict-affected Northern Nigeria, in line with the DBA’s goal of advancing applied research in scholarship and practice.
[bookmark: _Toc237949193]6.6 Next Steps
The next phase of the doctoral research will implement the developed methodological framework, focusing on key activities including:
1. Completing the systematic literature review.
2. Refining the conceptual framework.
3. Finalising the secondary-data extraction protocol and pilot interview guide.
4. Conducting a systematic evidence extraction and quality appraisal.
5. Undertaking the pilot expert interview to validate emerging themes.
6. Completing thematic synthesis and triangulation.
7. Developing the proposed resilience-oriented humanitarian-development framework
8. Producing evidence-based recommendations for microfinance institutions, humanitarian organisations, development agencies and policymakers.
These activities will provide the necessary foundation for the DBA research, ensuring alignment of research objectives, theoretical framework, and methodology.
[bookmark: _Toc237949194]Overall Portfolio Summary
This research outlines the development of a DBA proposal focused on how microfinance and humanitarian-development interventions enhance women's enterprise resilience in Boko Haram-affected Northern Nigeria. Grounded in Pragmatism and informed by Critical Realism and Kuhn's paradigm theory, the study offers a resilience-oriented framework that expands the traditional financial inclusion perspective. It aims to guide organisational decision-making, improve humanitarian efforts, and support sustainable recovery in conflict-affected economies.
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Figure 20: What, why, How, and How Quadrants: Source(s): Authors’ Work

2. [bookmark: _Toc237949198]The Four-Quadrant Blueprint Mapping

	Quadrant 1: The Practical Problem. What is the broad, recurring real-world corporate industry pain point?

A persistent challenge in conflict-affected economies is sustaining women-owned enterprises. Insurgency disrupts access to finance, markets, supply chains, and institutional support, thereby undermining business resilience. Despite substantial investments in microfinance and humanitarian-development programs, stakeholders still lack definitive evidence regarding which interventions most effectively foster long-term recovery, continuity, and growth for these businesses.


	Quadrant 2: The Specific Context. Where is this happening? (Bind by industry, sector, scale, or region)

This challenge is especially pronounced in the microfinance, development finance, and humanitarian sectors functioning in conflict-affected areas of Northern Nigeria, particularly in the Northeast states of Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa. It predominantly impacts women-owned micro and small enterprises, as well as humanitarian agencies, NGOs, microfinance institutions, and policymakers dedicated to fostering economic recovery and resilience in these regions.

	Quadrant 3: The Theoretical Lens. What established academic theory or model will guide my analysis?

This analysis will be informed by three primary frameworks: Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, and Social Capital Theory. These frameworks demonstrate how financial resources, social networks, and adaptive capabilities equip women entrepreneurs to endure, adapt to, and recover from economic shocks arising from conflict, while also preserving enterprise performance and fostering long-term resilience.


	Quadrant 4: The Empirical Access. How will I secure permission to extract data or interview subjects?

This review is a critical literature review based on secondary data, eliminating the need for interviews or primary data collection. The information will be drawn from publicly available peer-reviewed journal articles, books, reports, and grey literature. Although the requirements for ethical approval are minimal, all sources will be appropriately cited, critically assessed, and utilised in accordance with copyright and academic integrity standards.



Figure 21: The Four-Quadrant Blueprint Mapping: Source(s): Authors’ Work

3. [bookmark: _Toc237949199] The master synthesis pitch

	THE MASTER 4-SENTENCE SYNTHESIS PITCH: Combine my four quadrants above into a single, cohesive statement. This is the exact script I will read to my peers during Phase 2 (Executive) and Phase 3 (Academic) of the Crucible.

Women-owned businesses in Northern Nigeria's Boko Haram-affected communities encounter persistent challenges in accessing finance, markets, and maintaining business continuity. Despite significant investments in microfinance and humanitarian-development programs, there is limited evidence regarding which interventions most effectively promote long-term enterprise resilience. This critical literature review, informed by Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, and Social Capital Theory, synthesises existing evidence to identify effective resilience-building strategies and highlight knowledge gaps. The insights generated from this review aim to support policymakers, development practitioners, and microfinance institutions in enhancing the sustainability of women's enterprises within conflict-affected economies.




Figure 22: The Master Synthesis Pitch: Source(s): Authors’ Work


4. [bookmark: _Toc237949200]1st elevator pitch before condensed
1st elevator pitch before condensed: 
The sustainability of women-owned micro and small enterprises in conflict-affected economies presents a significant challenge, particularly in the Boko Haram-impacted states of Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa in Northern Nigeria. Ongoing insecurity disrupts access to finance, markets, supply chains, and institutional support, thereby undermining the resilience of these enterprises and restricting opportunities for long-term growth and recovery. Despite substantial investments in microfinance and humanitarian-development interventions, there remains insufficient evidence on the most effective approaches to strengthening the business resilience of women-owned enterprises operating in conflict zones.
This study addresses this challenge through a critical review of primary data and secondary literature sourced from peer-reviewed journals, policy reports, books, and grey literature. Grounded in Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, and Social Capital Theory, the review investigates how financial capital, social networks, and adaptive capabilities contribute to enterprise resilience in contexts marked by chronic insecurity. By synthesising existing evidence on microfinance and humanitarian-development interventions, the study seeks to identify knowledge gaps and provide policymakers, development practitioners, microfinance institutions, and humanitarian organisations with valuable insights to enhance the resilience, continuity, and sustainability of women-owned enterprises in conflict-affected regions.

Add a nod to the practice and policy in the elevator pitch- 
5. [bookmark: _Toc237949201] A pitch to consider
A pitch to consider: 
Women‑owned micro and small enterprises in conflict‑affected Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa struggle to remain sustainable as Boko Haram–related insecurity disrupts finance, markets, supply chains, and institutional support. Despite major microfinance and humanitarian‑development investments, evidence on what truly builds enterprise resilience is limited.
This study critically reviews primary and secondary literature, using Resilience Theory, the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, and Social Capital Theory to examine how financial capital, social networks, and adaptive capabilities support business continuity under chronic insecurity. It synthesises insights, identifies knowledge gaps, and offers evidence‑based guidance to policymakers, practitioners, microfinance institutions, and humanitarian actors to strengthen the resilience and sustainability of women‑owned enterprises in conflict‑affected economies.
6. [bookmark: _Toc237949202] Identifying relevant Articles Table 
	Title of Paper/article selected from the literature review
Date
Author
Journal and Web address

	What was the key Research Question explored in the article?

	What was the Nature of the data collected – method used
	What were the Key Findings and Limitations of the article

	How relevant is this research article to my research? Will my research contribute to this research in any way?


	1
Impact of Boko Haram Insurgency on Bodija Market Traders

2024

By: Sogo Bamimore

SSRN:

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4894274
	What are the specific economic losses and disruptions experienced by traders in the Bodija market due to the Boko Haram insurgency in northern Nigeria? 2. What adaptive strategies do traders in the Bodija market employ to mitigate the effects of Boko Haram-related risks on their businesses and personal safety? 6 3. What are the specific government policies in the mitigation of the impact of the Boko Haram insurgency on traders?
	Qualitative research employing thematic analysis
	Bamimore’s study shows Boko Haram’s insurgency severely disrupted Bodija Market supply chains, increased transport risks, raised costs, and reduced traders’ profits. Insecurity along Northern trade routes caused delays, losses, and price volatility, leading to market instability. Traders faced significant operational uncertainty as sourcing goods from affected regions became harder and riskier. The study has several limitations. It focuses on traders in Bodija Market, limiting the generalisability of the findings to other populations and potentially failing to accurately reflect the experiences of traders in areas affected by Boko Haram. The cross-sectional design captures experiences at a single point in time, limiting insights into long-term resilience. Additionally, the qualitative analysis makes it difficult to establish causal relationships or measure impacts statistically. Finally, focusing on one market and conflict context prevents comparative evidence from being drawn across other markets facing similar insurgency challenges.
	This study is relevant because it demonstrates how the Boko Haram insurgency has disrupted traders' livelihoods, supply chains, and economic activity, and identifies resilience strategies employed in conflict-affected markets. However, its contribution to my study is limited, as it does not focus on women entrepreneurs, microfinance, or humanitarian-development interventions. My research enhances this work by examining how microfinance strengthens the resilience of women-owned businesses in communities in Northern Nigeria affected by Boko Haram.

	2 
Building Back Bolder: Examining Women's Economic Empowerment and Adaptive Capacity in Insecure Regions of Borno State, Nigeria

2025

By: Amina Omar
Magaji Sule and 
Jafaru Yakubu

ResearchGate:

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jafaru-Yakubu/publication/398370561_Building_Back_Bolder_Examining_Women's_Economic_Empowerment_and_Adaptive_Capacity_in_Insecure_Regions_of_Borno_State_Nigeria/links/6932d80c06a9ab54f8444d70/Building-Back-Bolder-Examining-Womens-Economic-Empowerment-and-Adaptive-Capacity-in-Insecure-Regions-of-Borno-State-Nigeria.pdf
	women’s economic coping strategies (petty trading, cooperatives, informal savings, microcredit)
• their adaptive capacity in conflict‑affected environments
• the relationship between empowerment initiatives and resilience
• the role of community‑level support systems (faith‑based networks, NGOs, cooperatives)
	Mixed-methods approach, the study
integrates quantitative data from 300 survey participants along with qualitative perspectives gathered
from interviews and focus group discussions (FGDs).
	The study finds that women in insecure Borno communities rebuild livelihoods through petty trading, savings groups, cooperatives, and NGO support. Economic empowerment—credit, skills, and social networks—strengthens resilience, though mobility limits and gendered risks persist. Social capital is crucial, but sustained recovery requires targeted, protection‑integrated interventions. The study's insights were constrained by its small sample size, its focus on a specific locality, and its reliance on self-reported data, which may introduce bias. Insecurity in the region limited researchers' access to the most affected areas, further diminishing the representativeness of the findings. While the qualitative design offered valuable depth, it also limited generalisability and made it challenging to draw strong causal conclusions about women’s empowerment and adaptive capacity.

	This article is particularly relevant as it investigates women's economic empowerment and adaptive capacity in regions of Borno State affected by Boko Haram. It effectively aligns with themes of resilience within conflict economies. The piece offers valuable contextual insights into the coping strategies women utilise, though it places less emphasis on specific mechanisms related to microfinance and entrepreneurship.

	3
Female Entrepreneurship as a Catalyst for Inclusive Growth in Post-Conflict North-East Nigeria

2025

By: Umar Bobboi and Nafisa Jibrin Sule

Journal of Business Dev. and Management Res. (JBDMR):

https://africanscholarpub.com/ajbdmr/article/view/1009/987



	Female entrepreneurship is conceptualised as a significant driver of inclusive economic growth in the post-conflict context of North-East Nigeria. This article examines the role of women-led enterprises in facilitating economic recovery, generating employment opportunities, and fostering community development. It investigates the hypothesis that empowering female entrepreneurs may not only expedite the reconstruction process following conflict but also broaden participation in regional economic development.
	The study employed primary quantitative data collected through structured questionnaires completed by female entrepreneurs in post-conflict North-East Nigeria. Utilising a survey design that incorporated descriptive statistics and regression analysis, the research examined the role of women-led enterprises in fostering inclusive growth. This methodology enabled an assessment of business performance, the challenges encountered, and the contributions to local economic recovery.
	Female entrepreneurship is vital for fostering inclusive growth in post-conflict North-East Nigeria, as it generates income, creates jobs, and aids in community recovery. Women-led enterprises not only enhance household welfare but also stimulate local economic activity, despite challenges such as financing constraints, insecurity, and inadequate infrastructure. Empowering female entrepreneurs is essential for reconstruction and broader development efforts. However, the study is limited by factors such as a small, localised sample, reliance on self-reported data, restricted access to highly insecure areas, and a quantitative design that constrains a more in-depth exploration of the cultural and contextual influences on the impact of women's entrepreneurship.
	This paper is extremely pertinent, as it explores female entrepreneurship in post-conflict North-East Nigeria and directly addresses women's entrepreneurship and resilience in communities impacted by Boko Haram. It makes a valuable contribution to my research by providing insights into women-led economic recovery and inclusive growth, though it gives less emphasis to microfinance as a means of fostering resilience.

	4
Women Entrepreneurship, Financial Inclusion, and Intergenerational Wealth Creation in Monguno, Nigeria (SDG 5 and SDG 10)

2026

By: Baba Alhaji Bello

SSRN:

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=6706718
	How do women’s entrepreneurship and financial inclusion contribute to intergenerational wealth creation in Monguno, Nigeria, and in what ways do these processes advance Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 5 (gender equality) and SDG 10 (reduced inequalities)?
	The research utilised primary data gathered through structured questionnaires and interviews with women entrepreneurs in Monguno. Employing a mixed-methods approach, it combined quantitative survey analysis with qualitative insights to investigate how financial inclusion, savings practices, and business activities foster intergenerational wealth creation and support the advancement of SDGs 5 and 10 in a conflict-affected context.
	Women’s entrepreneurship and financial inclusion in Monguno significantly contribute to intergenerational wealth creation by enhancing business stability, household welfare, and children's education through initiatives such as savings groups, access to credit, and digital finance. Despite challenges such as insecurity and limited capital, women actively work to reduce gender and income inequalities, thereby advancing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 5 and 10. However, the findings of this study are limited by a small, locality-specific sample, potential biases in self-reported data, restricted access to highly insecure areas, and a cross-sectional design that hinders analysis of long-term wealth-creation pathways.
	This research is extremely pertinent as it delves into women’s entrepreneurship and financial inclusion in Monguno, a region in Northern Nigeria affected by Boko Haram. It closely aligns with themes of microfinance, resilience, and economic recovery in conflict-impacted economies. By providing evidence that financial inclusion fosters women’s economic empowerment and facilitates long-term wealth creation, the article makes a significant contribution to my research. However, my study expands upon this by specifically examining the mechanisms of business resilience within entrepreneurial environments shaped by conflict.

	5
Entrepreneurial Finance, Microcredit, And Sustainable Wealth Creation Among Rural Households in Monguno, Nigeria

2026

By: Isa Garba

SSRN:

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=6710558
	This research paper contends that entrepreneurial finance and microcredit are essential for fostering sustainable wealth creation among rural households in Monguno. It investigates how access to microcredit, along with effective savings mechanisms and financial services, enhances household economic stability, promotes asset accumulation, and supports long-term improvements in livelihoods within a resource-poor, conflict-affected rural context.
	The study utilised primary data collected through structured questionnaires and interviews with rural households in Monguno. It employed a mixed-methods design, combining quantitative survey analysis with qualitative narratives. This approach aimed to evaluate the effects of entrepreneurial finance and microcredit on household income, asset accumulation, and long-term wealth creation within a rural economy impacted by conflict.
	Entrepreneurial finance and microcredit improved income, asset accumulation, and long‑term wealth creation for rural households in Monguno by expanding business activities and strengthening economic resilience. Yet insecurity, high repayment pressures, and low financial literacy limited overall impact. The study’s evidence is constrained by a small, rural sample, self‑reported data prone to bias, restricted access to highly insecure areas, and a cross‑sectional design that prevents causal inference and limits understanding of long‑term microcredit and wealth‑creation dynamics.
	This article is relevant because it explores entrepreneurial finance and microcredit in Monguno, a conflict-affected area in Northern Nigeria, aligning with themes of microfinance and economic resilience. It contributes to my research by providing insights into how microcredit supports sustainable wealth creation among vulnerable households. However, it contributes indirectly, focusing more broadly on rural households rather than specifically on women entrepreneurs and business resilience in Boko Haram-affected communities.

	6
Faith-Based Resources and Durable Solutions: Islamic Social Finance and the Protection of Internally Displaced Women and Children in Borno State, Nigeria

2026 

By: Zara Muhammad Jajere

Multidisciplinary Research and Development Journal International: 

https://mdrdji.org/index.php/mdj/article/view/262/212
	In what ways can faith-based resources, specifically Islamic social finance, offer sustainable solutions that bolster the protection, welfare, and long-term resilience of internally displaced women and children in Borno State?
	The study employed primary qualitative data obtained through interviews, focus group discussions, and field observations involving internally displaced women, children, and faith-based organisations in Borno State. With a qualitative, exploratory design, the research examined how Islamic social finance mechanisms and faith-based resources enhance the protection, welfare, and sustainable solutions for internally displaced women and children in a conflict-affected setting.
	Islamic social finance and faith-based support through mechanisms such as zakat, waqf, and community networks have significantly enhanced the protection, welfare, and resilience of internally displaced women and children. This assistance has improved their access to basic necessities, fostered psychosocial stability, and created livelihood opportunities. However, challenges such as limited funding and ongoing insecurity have hindered the implementation of sustainable solutions. Moreover, the study's findings are restricted by a small, locality-specific sample, a reliance on self-reported narratives that may be biased, researchers' limited access to highly insecure areas, and a qualitative design that does not facilitate causal inference or long-term impact assessment.
	This article is of moderate relevance as it investigates Islamic social finance and support mechanisms for internally displaced women and children in Borno State, which has been impacted by Boko Haram. It closely aligns with themes of conflict economies and resilience. Although it indirectly informs my research by emphasising faith-based financial protection systems and sustainable livelihood solutions, my study delves deeper by specifically addressing women's entrepreneurship, microfinance, and business resilience in conflict-affected communities in Northern Nigeria.

	8
Poverty Reduction Strategies for Sustainable Economic Growth: Implications for Women's Empowerment in Nigeria

2026

By: Tolulope Yamah

Advances in Law, Pedagogy, and Multidisciplinary Humanities:

https://jurnal.fs.umi.ac.id/index.php/alpamet/article/view/1073/719
	This study examines the influence of cultural norms on the empowerment of Indigenous women entrepreneurs in Nigeria and how these dynamics contribute to poverty-reduction strategies for sustainable economic growth. It investigates the impact of traditional beliefs, gender-based expectations, and community practices on women's access to resources, entrepreneurial engagement, and decision-making authority. Furthermore, the study seeks to identify policy or structural frameworks that can effectively enhance women's empowerment within culturally rooted contexts.
	The study employed qualitative data collected through interviews, focus group discussions, and document analysis involving Indigenous women entrepreneurs and community stakeholders. By adopting an exploratory qualitative design, the research enabled a thematic analysis of how cultural norms, gender expectations, and poverty-reduction strategies intersect to influence women's empowerment. This methodology contributed to the development of a sustainable framework that links cultural context, entrepreneurship, and economic growth.
	Cultural norms play a crucial role in shaping the entrepreneurial empowerment of Indigenous women in Nigeria. Factors such as patriarchal expectations, restricted mobility, and unequal access to resources hinder business growth. However, support from kinship networks, evolving attitudes, and targeted poverty-reduction strategies can pave the way for empowerment. To achieve sustainable growth, it is vital to implement policies that are culturally informed and gender inclusive. However, the study's reliance on conceptual frameworks and secondary data limits its empirical validation. It fails to account for regional and community-specific nuances and does not test causal mechanisms. Furthermore, its national focus diminishes the generalizability of its findings, and the absence of primary data restricts a thorough understanding of context-specific dynamics of empowerment.
	This article is moderately relevant because it addresses poverty reduction and women’s empowerment in Nigeria, aligning with the broader themes of women’s entrepreneurship and economic resilience in my research. It contributes indirectly by offering valuable insights into empowerment strategies and sustainable economic growth. However, it does not specifically focus on microfinance, conflict economies, or communities affected by Boko Haram. My study contributes to this discussion by examining how microfinance supports the business resilience of women entrepreneurs in conflict-affected Northern Nigeria.

	9
Exploratory Study of Interventions and Challenges Faced By Indigenous NGOs Supporting Start-Up Businesses (Established By Young Entrepreneurs) In Nigeria's Niger-Delta Region

By: Ejejigbe, Mackson Sheyi. 

ProQuest:

https://www.proquest.com/openview/c24031669818c0560e63e87e9667a2b3/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=2026366&diss=y
	This study explores the role of Indigenous NGOs in the Niger Delta in supporting startup businesses established by young entrepreneurs, while also considering the challenges that influence the effectiveness of these initiatives. It examines how NGO-led training, funding, mentorship, and capacity-building efforts contribute to youth enterprise development. Additionally, the study identifies the structural, financial, and socio-political barriers that hinder this impact, with the goal of uncovering strategies to reinforce sustainable entrepreneurship support systems within the region.
	The study employed qualitative data obtained through semi-structured interviews, focus group discussions, and document reviews involving personnel from Indigenous NGOs, young entrepreneurs, and community stakeholders in the Niger Delta. An exploratory qualitative design enabled a thematic analysis of NGO interventions, support mechanisms, and operational challenges. This analysis provided valuable insights into how capacity-building initiatives, funding, and mentorship programs impact the development of youth startups in the region.
	The study revealed that Indigenous NGOs play a critical role in supporting youth start-ups in the Niger Delta by offering training, mentorship, funding, and business development services. However, their impact is hampered by limited resources, political interference, insecurity, and weak institutional capacity. Despite these challenges, NGO interventions have significantly enhanced the entrepreneurial skills and confidence of young individuals, underscoring the need for more robust, well-resourced support systems for emerging entrepreneurs.
	This article holds moderate relevance as it examines NGO interventions and the challenges faced by start-up businesses in a conflict-sensitive region of Nigeria. It aligns with themes of entrepreneurship support and resilience, indirectly contributing to your research by highlighting the institutional and developmental barriers that entrepreneurs encounter. However, it diverges from your study by focusing specifically on the Niger-Delta region, youth entrepreneurs, and NGO support, rather than on women entrepreneurs, microfinance, and the resilience of businesses in Northern Nigeria affected by Boko Haram.

	10
Exploring the Strategies for Building Resilience to Poverty in Bauchi State, Nigeria

By: Umar Farouk Musa
Ibrahim Suleiman

Journal of International Studies:

https://e-journal.uum.edu.my/index.php/jis/en/article/view/jis2020.16.9/2766
	This study explores effective strategies for building household resilience to poverty in Bauchi State, with an emphasis on their interactions with local socio-economic realities. It examines how livelihood diversification, social support systems, skills acquisition, and community-based initiatives contribute to poverty alleviation. Furthermore, it investigates the contextual factors that either facilitate or impede households’ capacity to endure economic shocks and achieve sustainable, long-term resilience.
	The study employed quantitative data collected via structured questionnaires distributed to households in selected communities throughout Bauchi State. A survey research design enabled statistical analysis of factors such as livelihood strategies, income sources, coping mechanisms, and access to social support. Both descriptive and inferential techniques were utilised to evaluate how these factors contribute to fostering resilience to poverty within the local socio-economic context.
	The study reveals that households in Bauchi State cultivate resilience against poverty through various strategies, including diversifying their livelihoods, acquiring new skills, leveraging social networks, and benefiting from community-based support systems. Access to credit, participation in cooperative groups, and the availability of informal safety nets further enhance their coping ability. However, challenges such as low-income levels, limited government support, and susceptibility to economic shocks impede long-term resilience. The authors highlight the importance of strengthening local strategies to achieve sustainable poverty reduction.
	This article is moderately relevant because it investigates resilience-building strategies against poverty in Bauchi State, Northern Nigeria, aligning with themes of resilience and socio-economic survival in vulnerable environments. It contributes indirectly to my research by offering insights into adaptive coping and livelihood sustainability. However, it does not specifically address women’s entrepreneurship, microfinance, or Boko Haram-related conflict economies. My study advances this area by focusing on women entrepreneurs and the role of microfinance in strengthening business resilience within conflict-affected communities.

	Taraba International Journal of Social Sciences Research:

https://oer.tsuniversity.edu.ng/index.php/tijossr/article/view/1468

	This study examines the impact of insecurity on the socioeconomic development of women employed in the informal sector of Taraba State. It analyses how factors such as violence, fear, mobility restrictions, and disruptions in market activities affect women’s income generation, business stability, and overall well-being. Furthermore, it examines the structural, security, and policy conditions necessary to safeguard women's livelihoods and facilitate sustainable socioeconomic participation amid persistent insecurity.
	The study employed quantitative data collected through structured questionnaires distributed to women engaged in the informal sector across various regions of Taraba State. A survey research design enabled statistical analysis of the effects of insecurity on women’s income, business operations, mobility, and overall well-being. Descriptive techniques were utilised to investigate the relationship between insecurity and the socioeconomic development of women within the informal economy.
	The study revealed that insecurity considerably undermines the socioeconomic development of women in the informal sector of Taraba State. Persistent violence, fear, and mobility restrictions disrupt their trading activities, diminish income, and elevate vulnerability. Women encounter increased operational costs, market instability, and psychological stress. Despite their resilience, the prevailing insecurity restricts business growth and economic participation. This underscores the urgent need for stronger security measures to safeguard women's livelihoods.
	This article is highly relevant, as it examines the effects of insecurity on women’s socioeconomic activities in Nigeria’s informal sector, aligning closely with themes of resilience and survival in unstable environments. It offers valuable insights into the economic vulnerabilities and adaptive responses of women facing insecurity. However, its contribution to my research is indirect, as it does not specifically address microfinance, entrepreneurship development, or the experiences of communities affected by Boko Haram. My study expands on this discussion by focusing on the resilience of women entrepreneurs in conflict-affected economies.

	The Role  of Microfinance  in  Economic Development: A Critical Review of Impact and Effectiveness

By: Chandrakant Jalhare

2025

International Journal of Innovations In Science, Engineering, and Management

https://ijisem.com/journal/index.php/ijisem/article/view/231/207
	Microfinance research prioritises poverty reduction and financial inclusion, while resilience studies overlook women‑owned micro‑enterprises in conflict. This study integrates entrepreneurship, microfinance, resilience, gender, conflict, and humanitarian‑development research to inform practitioners and policymakers. It contributes by synthesising fragmented literature, identifying resilience mechanisms, exposing research gaps, and proposing a framework for women’s enterprise resilience in northern Nigeria.
	The study employed primary survey data gathered from market traders through structured questionnaires and face-to-face interviews. A cross-sectional research design was used to capture traders' experiences at a specific point in time. The data focused on aspects such as insecurity, economic losses, coping strategies, and perceptions of government responses. Descriptive statistics were then applied to analyse the data and identify patterns regarding the impact of Boko Haram on traders in Bodija Market.
	The study revealed that the Boko Haram insurgency significantly disrupted trading activities, reduced customer turnout, increased operating costs, and resulted in income losses for traders at Bodija Market. In response to these challenges, traders adopted informal coping strategies, such as diversifying their suppliers and reducing inventory levels. However, the study has several limitations, including its focus on a single market, a small sample size, reliance on self-reported perceptions, and a cross-sectional design that does not capture long-term resilience or adaptation.
	The Bodija Market study is pertinent because it illustrates how insecurity linked to Boko Haram disrupts trade, reduces income, and compels individuals to adopt informal coping strategies. These issues are essential for understanding conflict economies. However, the study does not address microfinance, women entrepreneurs, or humanitarian and development interventions. My research builds on this work by examining how microfinance and external support influence the resilience of women’s enterprises in northern Nigeria. This approach offers a gender-focused, intervention-oriented, and theoretically integrated contribution that goes beyond the article’s descriptive analysis of market impacts.

	The Impact of Boko Haram Terrorism on Socio-Economic
Conditions in Northeastern Nigeria

By: Samira Ibrahim

2025

https://www.proquest.com/openview/fa219eb1eea7653b6e8a7832ef7d26d1/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y
	How has Boko Haram’s terrorism affected socio‑economic conditions in Northeastern Nigeria, particularly in terms of livelihoods, poverty, displacement, infrastructure, and overall regional development?
	The study employed a mixed-methods approach, integrating qualitative and quantitative data sources, including surveys, interviews, and secondary socio-economic statistics from Northeastern Nigeria. This methodological framework facilitated a comprehensive exploration of households’ experiences, economic losses, and the ramifications of displacement, as well as the broader community-level impacts resulting from the terrorism perpetrated by Boko Haram, an extremist group notorious for inflicting significant harm and violating human rights.
	The key findings reveal that Boko Haram has led to substantial livelihood losses, widespread displacement, destruction of infrastructure, and heightened poverty in Northeastern Nigeria. Nonetheless, the study is limited by several factors, including data constraints arising from insecurity, restricted access to affected communities, reliance on secondary sources, and challenges in acquiring reliable, representative socio-economic information.
	This article is particularly relevant because it explores how Boko Haram impacts socio-economic conditions, which closely aligns with your focus on livelihoods, resilience, and economic participation. My research further enriches this discourse by introducing an intersectional, business-focused, and mechanism-driven analysis that is not covered in the study, thereby strengthening the evidence surrounding economic recovery and vulnerability.

	Impact Of Boko Haram Insurgency on Migrants’
Poverty Level in Southern Borno, Nigeria: A
Study of Some Selected Local Government Areas

By: Istifinus Tijjani, Godwin Boniface, Aliyu Alhaji Jibrilla, Adamu Yahya,
 
2025

file:///C:/Users/Student/Downloads/V10-I4-014-IMPACT+OF+BOKO+HARAM+INSURGENCY+ON+MIGRANTS%E2%80%99+POVERTY+LEVEL+IN+SOUTHERN+BORNO+NIGERIA+A+STUDY+OF+SOME+SELE.pdf
	The study asked how Boko Haram’s insurgency has affected migrants’ poverty levels in Southern Borno, examining whether displacement, insecurity, and disrupted livelihoods significantly worsen economic conditions across selected local government areas.
	The study utilised a combination of surveys and structured interviews conducted with migrants in selected Local Government Areas (LGAs) of Southern Borno. Descriptive statistics were employed to analyse the impact of Boko Haram-related displacement and insecurity on poverty levels within the affected population.
	The study's key findings reveal that Boko Haram has significantly exacerbated poverty among migrants by causing displacement, disrupting livelihoods, and limiting access to income and essential services. However, the study does have certain limitations: insecurity hindered data access, the sample sizes were small, and the reliance on self-reported and localised data affects the generalisability of the results.
	This study is significant as it establishes a connection between insurgency, displacement, and poverty, three critical drivers of economic vulnerability. My research enriches this discussion by examining business engagement, various intersectional factors, and resilience strategies, providing a nuanced and practical understanding of how young Black men navigate economic challenges in insecure or exclusionary environments.
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What?

Women's enterprises in Boko Haram-affected northem Nigeria remain
constrained by insecurity, displacement, volatile markets, and restrictive
norms despite major microfinance and humanitarian investments.
Evidence of sustained resilience is limited, and the interaction between
microfinance and humanitarian interventions is poorly understood. Key
nsiderations include resilience assessment frameworks, microfinance’s
ole in enterprise survival, the infiuence of humanitarian programmes,
women's resource-mobilisation strategies, and factors shaping
intervention effectiveness. How is enterprise resilience conceptualised
and operationalised within conflict economies? What theoretical
explanations exist for the relationship between microfinance and
enterprise resilience? How effective are humanitarian-development
interventions in supporting women entrepreneurs in conflict-affected
settings? What contextual factors failtate or hinder resilience-building
among women-owned enterprises in Northern Nigeria?( What gaps exist
within current theory, policy, and practice regarding enterprise resilience
in Conflict economies?)

How - Conceptually?

Enterprise resilience in conflict economies is shaped by several key
theoretical frameworks. The Resource-Based View links both financial
and non-financial assets to a firm's survival, while Dynamic Capabilities

emphasises the importance of adaptive resource reconfiguration
Resilience Theory focuses on the essential capacities for absorption,
adaptation, and transformation. The Sustainable Livelihoods
Framework underscores the value of having diverse asset bases, and
Social Capital Theory highlights the significance of networks and trust.
The proposed framework posits that conflict conditions, along with
humanitarian and development interventions and microfinance, influence
women's capabilties and, ulfimately, their enterprise resilience. It
ntends that resilience emerges from the interplay of these factors rather
than relying solely on microfinance.

Why?

Microfinance research primarily emphasises poverty reduction and
financial inclusion; however, studies on resilience often neglect women-
owned micro-enterprises in'regions affected by prolonged conflict. This

study seeks to bridge several under-explored fields, including
entrepreneurship, microfinance, enterprise resilience, gender and
entrepreneurship, conflict and development, and the humanitarian-
jevelopment nexus. By addressing this critical gap, the research provides
valuable insights for microfinance insfitutions, development and
humanitarian organisations, and policymakers. Furthermore, it
synthesises existing fragmented literature, identifies the linkages betweer
microfinance and humanitarian interventions that bolster resilience, and
proposes a context-specific framework to enhance women's enterprise
resilience in northemn Nigeria

How - Practically?

esearch on microfinance predominantly emphasises poverty reductior
and financial inclusion; however, it offers limited insights into women-
‘owned micro-enterprises in contexts of protracted conflct. This study
seeks to address that gap by integrating various interconnected fields,
including entrepreneurship, microfinance, enterprise resilience,
gender and entrepreneurship, conflict and development, and the
humanitarian-development nexus.

The findings of this research will provide valuable insights for

microfinance institutions, development and humanitarian agencies, and
licymakers operating in fragile environments. This study contributes t
the existing knowledge by synthesising fragmented literature, clarifying
he mechanisms that link microfinance and humanitarian interventions i
entrepreneurial resilience, identifying conceptual and methodological

gaps, and proposing a context-specific framework to enhance women's

enterprise resilience in northern Nigeria.





image3.png




image4.png
FA
|





image5.jpeg




image6.png
RESEARCHORECTHES CONCEPUAL FRAKENORK
Objectie
Merotioancs Senvces
Exptre tctrsnlerciog (cradh s Soviogs « T
ise resivence. K b
Enterprise Resilience | [ Resilience Capacities.
b Jroiys
[rivtes Objectie2
Entepe Restence Theary ey
D o = e ansigmatie Capacty
Sutanaie LothontsFamenoek o ) Oobracouount et e Gueones
(Scoones, 1998) Confit Ojective 3 e
oo Copot Ty s Vomer's mcovaman
(oo 1985 Colenan, 1988) Dpacamrt o pocy and
Humanitarin Developmnt Nexss sk o progranme devan

METHODOLOGY

Mixed Mathods
Systematic Secondary Data

\ T MIND MAP ﬁ /,

AND HUMANITARIAN-DEVELOPMENT

‘Academic Lsrature
Government Reports
NGO R

Grey Literature
Piot Semi-Structured
Expart Interview
Humanitarian Expert
Women's Rights Activist

OFINANCE
Merohmance Repors 4—/ INIEWEMIWNS ﬁ%ﬂ(ﬁllﬁ" WOMEN'S ENTERPRISE R{SII[NCE

-AFFECTED NORTHERN NIGERIA?

Resilence-Orented Framemork

RURNANPERSPECTIVE 'EXPECTED CONTRBUTION
DATAANALSIS s
P cusin S,
Qualtaive Content Anatysis Ao RO Wil 5ok
Thematc Anaiysis e ot crsn sodoloay
entense restnce ey o
Comparative Antysis Needforntegraton =
AT Z
Trangutton stanabie Lvebhoeds - - Rl ol
onceptua Humaniaron evdpment eor
2 o Ertended Praiam el

St
Humantarian Support
Government Poley.
irasucture

OVERALL RESEARCHLOGIC

Contc Economy
Women Entreprencurs
Enerprise @

icrofoance +
Humaniaran Support
Resilence Capadiies
Enterprise Outcomes.

Women's Empowarment
Communty Recovery

Evidenca-Bacea

Reslance.Orented Framewark





image7.jpeg




image8.png
Why This Study
Maltters

« The Boko Haram insurgency has affected Northeastern
Nigeria since 2009.

« Over 25 million people are displaced.

+ Women constitute the.majority.of internally displaced
populations.

- Significant disruption to:

- Agriculture

- Informal trade

- Household livelihoods

- Microenterprise activities

- Existing literature focuses heavily on humanitarian impacts
but less on women's economic resilience.

KEY PROBLEM
Women are often portrayed as victims rather than active
economic agents managing livelihoods under conflict conditions.
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KRey Finding 1 -
Economic Impact

Severe Livelihood Disruption

‘Women experienced:
* Loss of farmland
* Loss of livestock
* Loss of trading opportunities
* Reduced market access
« Supply-chain disruption
Evidence:
- Over 70% lost primary income sources.
* 62.2% lost farmland.
* Nearly 50% lost livestock.

Result

Dedlining economic independence and
increased household vulnerabilty.
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Rey Finding 2 - Gendered Insecurity

Women Face Unique Conflict Risks

CONFLICT-RELATED CHALLENGES
- Abduction
- Sexual violence
- Forced marriage
- Restricted mability
- Increased caregiving responsibilities

STRUCTURAL BARRIERS )
Limited access to:
+ Land
- Credit
+ Education
- Markets

IMPLICATION
Economic recovery s shaped by both
insecurity and entrenched gender norms.
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Proposed Conceptual
Framework

Conflict-Economy Context
)

Tnsecurity - Displacement - Restricted Mobility - Damaged
Markets - Weak Institutions - Gender Inequality -
Disrupted Supply Chain
Microfinance Services
Credit - Savings - Training
Resilience Capacities
Absorptive - Adaptive - Transformative:
| Enterprise Ouicomes

Survival - Recovery - Growth

Livelihood Security - Employment - Market
Restoration - Local Women's Resilience
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Systematic evidence review table.

Author  Context Theory or Methodologyand  Principal Findings  Limitationsand  Relevance to
and Focus Conceptual Evidence Critical the Proposed
Perspective Assessment Study
Kuhn ‘The progression The concepts of scientific ‘Acomprehensive analysisof  Research generally operates Kuhn's model was ‘This study critically
(1962) of scientific paradigms, normal science, the historical and within established primarily formulated to analyses whether
lnowsdgeend  sncmaencisse,ond  piioophioslGmensionact  paradigne unti snomaliss elucidate smpiioslsvidence
the wisntiioreviuionsars  scwniodeveloprant. socumulate, tersby advencemeniawitiin fromconfict
tonmiormationof _ cetiokforcomprehending chelangngpreveing e nakwsl sisnoss. wconomies
dominant W evoluion ofscientio ssmmptionsendpotanielly  Comsequently,Aadredt  ndeminesthe
intellctual  knowladge andithe cynamics catatysinga paradigm shit. sppicationto preveiing sssumption
peradigns  ofthe scientitc enterpise. interciciplineey thet microfnance
Thess slements lustrte busnessandsocisl  inherenttyfosters
how established ramewerica recearchnecessitates  empowermontand
an accumuate anomlies corefulinterpretation _ enhances business
until a crisis point is reached, ‘and adaptation. development.
ultimately leading to
wansformativeshifts in
scientific understanding.
Justino The interplay Conflict economics and the A in-depth critical synthesis Conflict undermines The analysis is This study delineates
(2012) ‘among violent ‘strategies employed by of theoretical frameworks productive assets, disrupts ‘comprehensive in scope the structural
confct, hocssholdetocopewith  endempiioslevidenoe market dmanice, skers anddosanot macheremaby
eociosconomo cversity, petaingtoconfiot hovsshokdbehwviow,end  wpecifoellyocnomntte  whichineescurty
poverty,and Tosearch, Wadstoemdungefiectsol  onwomenowsd  inidenines women
houseolds’ poerty. Trempercussions._ endarprisescrthe (iekioods, darupts
economio ofsuchconfictaexend  contextof Northem  business conGnuty,
behavious. beyond immecsete demags, Nigeria. andimpedes acoses
fostaring acycla of economic tomarkets.
instabiity i social.
disocation thatcan persist
for generations.
Scones Sustainable ‘Sustainable Livelihood ‘Aconceptual framework ‘Sustainable livelihoods are Originally formulated to This study examines
(1998) livelihoods Framework. @ounded in research on ‘contingent upon access to & ‘address rural how conflict
‘encompass the ‘development and livelihood diverse array of resources, livelihoods, this undermines women's
strategies. strategies. including human, social, framework was not livelihood assets and
households financial, physical, and ‘specifically tailored for ‘assesses the extent
‘adopt to navigate natural assets, which must microenterprises towhich
economioand beunderstoodvitinthe  operstingin confict- microfnence
eniscomental Sanmework of insutionsl affctedregions mecheniems oen
pressures, ;e contidamdwinesbity  Conssquentiitmay  reetors foencisl
wellas the factor, resremodiicationta_ oegitalwieslso
resouwces sdequately ncompess  considaring whather
wiised topursue foctura sucha theseinterventions
these adeptive entarpisa performance, _ auffcentlysdrees
mesoures. securtydynamice,and otherforma of
the implications of inerabty.
gandered power

relations.
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Witliams
etal.
(2017)

Duchek
(2020)

Bank
(2018)

An examination
ofhow
organisations
prepare for,
respond to, and
recover from
adverse
situations.

e
organisational
capabilities that
underpin
resilience.

Parspactives on
Organisational Resilienca
and Crisis Management.

Capability-driven
organisational rasilienca.

The econormic empowerment
of women, the devalopment
of social capital, and the
‘enhancement of velihood

opportunit

Anintegrative review of the
literature pertaining to crisi

managament and resilience.

The formulation of &
‘concaptusl synthasis and
the astablishment of &
theoratical framework.

Conducting project
evaluations through the
intagration of national
statistics, diagnostic
vidence, and program
planning data.

inthe face of change and
challengs

Rasilient rasponsas ara
contingent upon a
systamatic approach that
‘encompasses preparation,
sdaptive sctions, resource
alocation, and
organisational learning.
scross the phases of
‘adversity, namely, befor,
during, and after such
challenges.

‘Organisational resiliance |
fundamantal mata-capability
charactarised by three
distinet stages: anticipation,
coping, and adaptation. This
framework underscores the.
necessity for organisations
toanticipata challenges,
sffectively copa with
disruptions, and adapt to
‘aver-changing environmants
toansure sustained
functionality and growth,

Nigerian women experience
significant finoncisl,
institutional, and secial
barriers that hinder their
access to productive
liviihoods. Tha Nigeria for
‘Women Project proposes

astablishing womens aff
£roups and providing grants,
skl trining, and ivelihood
supportto enhancs women'
economic partcipation.
These nitiatives simto
empower vomen and
improve their economic
prospects withintheir
communtiss.

Th lteratura reviewed
predominantly
‘axamines formal
organisations,
potentially overlooking
the complexities and
cynamics of informel,
survival-oriented
microenterprises
oparatingin low-
rasource conflict
anvironmants.

‘The model is primarity
theoretical and
necessitatas mpirical
validation within
informeal enterprises and
ulnerable institutional
contexts.

#a a program planning
document, this report
articulates enticipated
outcomes rather then

outcomes that have
beenindependently
verified. Furthermors,
its geographical scope
extonds beyond the
communities directly
impacted by Boko
Haram, encompassing a
broader regional
contaxt.

Facilitates the
adaptation of
resiliancs theories
into practical
business processes
tailored for women-
owned enterprises.
facing recurring
challenges.

This framework
prasents distinct
analytical categories
for evaluating how
women entrepraneurs
anticipate potential
insecurities, navigate
immediate
disruptions, and
‘adapt their

enterprise:
responsa to avolving.
‘conditions over time.

This study suggests
that the economic:
sdvancement of
women may
necessitate notonly.
traditional cradit but
also collective
organisation, grants,
skill devalopment,
and robust
institutional support.
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‘Study In UK, (2025).

UNDP
(20210)

UNDP
(2022)

‘microfinance
loans, women's

smpowerment,
andthe
consaquent

impacts on

alleviationin
Nigeria.

The Human and

Consequences
ofthe Boko
Heram Conflict
inBomo,
Adamawa, and
‘Yobe States.

‘Tha dynamics of
conflict,
stabilisation, and
recovery within
the Lake Chad
Basin,

‘Women's economic:
empowerment.

The advancement of human
development, the process of
stabilisation, and the
recovery from conflict ara
critical areas of study and

intervention.

Regional stabilisation,
resilience anhancement, and
‘analysis of conflict
dynamics,

‘asaess femle clients of
microfinance institutions.

The statistical modelling and
‘synthasis of data partaining
to conflict and davelopmant.

An acadamic examination of
regional conflicts utilsing.
documentary anslyses,
institutional frameworks,
‘and contextual evidence.

to capital and specific
dimensions of econommic:
empowerment. However, the
‘outoomes of such initiatives
are contingent upon both
program charactaristics and
client profiles.

The conflict has rasultedin
both direct and indirect
‘mortality, significantly
damaged infrastructure, and
exacerbated developmental
daficits across Northeastern
Nigerie.

Conflictis a complex,
‘multigimensional
phenomenon closaly
associated with weak
institutions, sconomic.
exclusion, insscurity, and
imited livelihood
opportunities. Therefors,
affactive responsas raquire
the implamentation of
integrated, context-sensitive
Programming approaches.

population may lack
generalizability to
‘women entrepreneurs
‘who are subjected to
insurgency and
recurrent displacsment.
Morsover, causal
interpretations may be
restricted by selection
sffects, which can
influence the valicity of
the findings.

Macro-leval estimates
offerinsufficientinsight
into women-ownad
anterprisas and the.
‘mechanisms by which
interventions influence
business resilience.

The amphasis on
regional characteristics
‘may mask the variations
‘among communities,
sectors, and groups of
‘women entrepreneurs.
Furthermore, svidence
producedbythe
program mayreflect the
prevailing prioities of
institutional

frameworks.

‘evidence relevant to.
Nigeria and
emphasises the nesd
to axamine how
‘exposurs to conflict
modaratas the
relationship batwean
microfinanca
interventions and
enterprise outcomes.

‘This study delineates.
the scala and

alements of security,
governance, social
cohesion, and
measures for
livelihood recovery.
This integrated
spprosch
underscores the
multifaceted nature.
of sustainable
development and the
intardepandencies
thatmustbe
addressed to achiave
holistic.
improvements in
human well-bsing.
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Key Themes Erﬁergingfrom the Literature

Theme

Representative Literature

Relevance to the Study

Conflict Economies

Boko Haram and Livelihood

Women’s Entrepreneurship

Microfinance

Enterprise Resilience

Justino (2012); Collier (2019)

Okoli and Azom (2019); Iman et
al. (2020)

Bush et al. (2006); Minniti (2010);
OECD (2023)

Yunus (2007); Armendariz and
Morduch (2010)

Folke (2006); Williams et al.
(2017); Duchek (2020)

Conflict significantly disrupts economic
systems and adversely affects
entrepreneurial activities.

This study examines the gendered
impacts of insurgency on women
entrepreneurs in Northern Nigeria,
emphasising the distinct challenges and
obstacles that female business owners
encounter in this conflict-affected region.

This text underscores the significant
contributions of women to economic
development while also addressing the
various barriers they face in achieving
their full potential.

This study investigates financial inclusion
as a key mechanism for fostering
enterprise development and facilitating
economic recovery.

This work elucidates the foundational
concepts critical to understanding how
enterprises persist and adapt to various

shocks and disruptions.

Humanitarian-Development
Nexus

OECD (2021); UNDP (2023)

This highlights the significance of
integrated interventions that link
humanitarian relief initiatives with
sustainable economic recovery
strategies.
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