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CLAH7014: Life in the Eastern Desert of Egypt
(Module Syllabus)


Module Code: 		CLAH7014
Credit points: 		20
Pre-requisites/restrictions: 	None
Taught: 			Semester 1
Lecturer: 			Dr Matthew Adam Cobb			


AIM(S)
· To allow students to possess a detailed understanding of the complexities and modern scholarly debates relating to the conditions of those, living, working and travelling through the Eastern Desert of Egypt. 
· To allow students to be able to evaluate and analyse the wide range of evidence that informs our knowledge of the Eastern Desert of Egypt.


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· adopt an interdisciplinary approach to the subject, and to show a competent understanding of how economic, sociological and anthropological scholarship has attempted to understand the nature travel and settlement within the Eastern Desert of Egypt;
· draw upon and assess a wide range of disparate ancient evidence (archaeological, textual and visual), and to engage critically with modern scholarship;
· demonstrate a sophisticated understanding of the indigenous inhabitants, travellers, civilians and the military interacted in this complex desert environment.


INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The module will primarily look at Ptolemaic and Roman attempts to exploit the natural resources, but also examine some instances of this from earlier historical periods.
· The facilities constructed by the Ptolemaic and later Roman state to help monitor this region and created a corridor of access to the Red Sea.
· The nature of the relations between the Indigenous communities and those intruding onto this landscape.
· The difficulties of sustaining settlements within this region’s harsh climatic conditions.
· The use of the Eastern Desert as a place of refuge and solace for Christian monastic communities and hermits.


STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION 
This 20-credit module has 10 units. You should aim to do approximately one unit per week. 
1. Unit 1: The Eastern Desert environment: geography, topography and ethnography
2. Unit 2: Mighty beasts of war: The Ptolemies and the hunt for elephants
3. Unit 3: Ceaseless toil and endless suffering: Gold mining in the Eastern Desert
4. Unit 4: The Erythra Thalassa: The Eastern Desert and Red Sea as the conduits for the Indo-Mediterranean trade
5. Unit 5: Life in the praesidia of the Eastern Desert and ports on the Red Sea
6. Unit 6: Hard Stone and Hard Labour: The major imperial quarries
7. Unit 7: The Wild East: The Roman Military and the Indigenous Populations of the Eastern Desert
8. Unit 8: Seeking sanctuary: Gods in the desert
9. Unit 9: Hermits and monks: Christian communities of the Eastern Desert
10. Unit 10: Living in the desert today: Modern Bedouin communities


ASSESSMENT 
Course work 
One 5,000 word essay (100%) – See Moodle for the coursework deadline.
Essay topics are chosen in consultation with the module tutor. This may include such topics as “The causes of conflict between the Roman military and the indigenous population of the Eastern Desert” – or – “The practical and logistical problems connected to Ptolemaic elephant hunting” – or – “A critical analysis of the evidence for the presence of women and children in the desert settlement”. 


Word count
Please be aware that if you go significantly over or under the word limit (i.e. more than 10%), you may be penalised.

REMEMBER that the word count includes everything apart from the bibliography, titles or captions. You must provide the word count clearly on the cover sheet.


Welsh First language
If your first language is Welsh and you would like to submit any assessed coursework in Welsh, please see the School Office as soon as possible to make arrangements for this.


PROGRESS 
At the end of each unit there is a selection of short (non-assessed) assignments – c.1000 words. Distance students are required to complete two of these short assignments. Which of the assignments you choose is entirely up to you, although please do not go for an assignment on the same topic as the one on which you plan to write your essay. These assignments are formative, and so are not assessed. Please submit these to me as an email attachment, and as you work through the materials (and not together with your essay at the end of the course).


Special needs / requirements
If you have any special needs (e.g. dyslexia, visual impairment) that need to be taken into account for the teaching of this module, please make sure that our Student Support Liaison Officer, Dr Ruth Parkes (R.Parkes@uwtsd.ac.uk), is made aware of this so that we can make sure that we fully support you in your studies.




Returning of work
Your coursework will be returned electronically through Moodle. Detailed feedback is given on the turn-it-in assignment comments box and the grade rubric but if you would like to discuss your work in more detail, do come and see me during one of my office hours. 


Some extra assignment/essay guidelines
Help for the writing of coursework is available in the TSD and School of Classics Reference Guides, as well as through the Student Support Moodle page. You are advised to read the relevant sections carefully. 

Marks will be deducted if your piece of coursework is not presented properly (e.g. double-spacing, font 12 is needed). Note that all coursework needs to be word-processed; hand-written work will not be accepted. Assessment criteria can be found in the Programme of Study Handbook and at the back of this Module Syllabus.

*** You need to watch plagiarism whenever you use secondary literature (ALL suspect coursework will be submitted to a Turn-It-In analysis). Please consult the Classics Reference Guide for advice on how to reference secondary literature.  


In case of problems….
Do come and see me during office hours if you have any problems with the writing or planning of your piece of coursework. You are also welcome to see your personal tutor for advice.
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