Observational Report

	Name: Saleh
Date of birth: unknown, however approximate age is between 2 and 3 years of age.
Date of observation & time: 06/04/2018, time unknown
Lesson/Subject: Play time – mixed with cognitive tasks provided by teacher 

	Teacher input: 
During the first 11 minutes of the video there is no interaction of any kind towards Saleh from teachers and she is observed carrying out normal play, she is seemingly mesmerised by a water block which has a tinted pane inside altering the colour of everything when looked through. 
At 11:42s we see the first interaction from a teacher with Saleh, the teacher places a toy car on the top of a slopped wooden box and allows it to roll down, after doing so she makes a large gesture of joy using a positive tone, therefore reinforcing to Saleh that it is correct.
The teacher then proceeds to repeat this action, but this time knocks the toy off of the ramp, after doing so she uses a negative tone in order to again reinforce that the action carried out was incorrect.
At 13 minutes 7 seconds the teacher says “let me see you do it Saleh” 
At 14 minutes 56 seconds, the teacher holds up each block and asks Saleh to name the shape and colour. 
19 minutes 57 seconds – the teacher calls Saleh over to the table and demonstrates how the different shape blocks connect to each other to make a circle. 


	What the child is expected to do:
13 minutes 7 seconds - Saleh carries out the task exactly the same as done by the teacher with the positive and negative tones when the toy rolls down or falls off.
14 minutes 56 seconds – salah successfully names the shape and colour of each block when asked.
19 minutes 57 seconds – Saleh is expected to connect the blocks to make a circle, she beings by identifying which shape fits and moves it around until it inserts, she completes this task correctly.




	Support given: 
Saleh did not need any support from the teacher throughout the video.


	Child interactions with others: 
For the first 11 minutes of the video Saleh has very little interaction with others, she does at time become more active and approaches the other children. However, with that said although she begins to play amongst the other children she does so independently and she seems to have some difficulty with sharing with others, for example at 25:22 she becomes aggravated and upset towards another child for playing with the block she was using.


	Summary of strengths/difficulties:
Strength 
– capable of carrying out verbal instructions competently. 
Saleh is able to imitate the actions made by others to complete a task.
- Saleh is seen throughout playing with the block and portraying it as other objects such as a mobile phone and camera.
Difficulties 
– sharing toys with other children 
- Lack of awareness or understanding of personal space 
-playing with other children, she is seen playing amongst them but with minimal interaction






	Provide an overview of the child’s cognitive development based on Piaget’s theory of cognitive development (APA essay style): 

Piaget’s theory outlines the several stages of cognitive development in which a person must go through in order to become a competent and functioning member of society his theory is broken down in stages ranging from birth to an adolescent. Each stage is highly significant and plays a crucial role in contributing to the overall development of a child’s cognitive abilities.

The child that is under observation is named Saleh and she falls into the period of operational thought. This stage of Piaget’s theory ranges from 1 year and 6 months to 4 years of age. Saleh’s approximate age is 3-4 years old, therefore by this age according to Piaget’s theory a child should be able to use language to encapsulate an experience (or schema) and store it to memory in verbal form. (Sutherland, 1992). throughout the video Saleh is asked to name the shapes and colours of various objects she is able to do so competently due to previously being taught so and committing the stimuli to memory. Piaget also argues that at this stage of babyhood a child is egocentric in their thinking which essentially means that they are unable to understand that one may see a shared experience differently in a different way to themselves an example of this is when Saleh is seen getting frustrated and upset towards two classmates at different points throughout the observation firstly when she attempts to sit on the toy car someone else is playing with as from her point of view it seemed as though it would be fun and what she wanted to do but at this age she is unable to realise that by doing so she is invading personal space and disrupting the boys play but when he becomes annoyed she isn’t able to understand why as she is only able to perceive the event from her own point of view. Throughout the observation whenever a teacher carries out an action of play in front of Saleh, she imitates the action perfectly as by this age she has just gone through all six stages of which Piaget calls imitation and play this also means that Saleh is able to be more imaginative as prior to this development play would simply be a physical action with not a great deal of thought behind it however now she is able to portray one object to be something that may seem entirely different but in her mind it could be the shape, size, colour or texture that connects the object with a memory or schema of something she has encountered previously for example at the beginning of the observation she is seen using a water block, seemingly fascinated by it, looking through and noticing how it changes the colour of everything around her, as she continues to play with the block she begins to pretend that she is holding a mobile phone and a camera Piaget calls this deferred imitation.
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