​From AAM to WAAM - the establishment of an Anti-Apartheid Movement for Wales and its contribution to Wales’ political and national identity.

The intention of this annotated bibliography is to provide the evidence of foundational research for an essay on the development of the Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAM) in Wales, covering events leading up the establishment of the Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement (WAAM) and WAAM’s contribution to Wales’ national and political identity from 1969 to 1994, when South Africa held their first democratic election. In my research so far, what has become evident is: the reluctance of the AAM to concede independence to WAAM which has echoes in an ongoing Welsh Labour, UK Labour and trade Union unionist policies; how the development of nationalist or devolutionist feeling in the Welsh political landscape has roots in cross-party and cross-movement links and cooperation on single issue politics, particularly between anti-apartheid and the peace movement; the deeply embedding of individual trade unions into the anti-apartheid movement’s apparatus in Wales; and the recognition and adoption of Welsh language materials and resources by WAAM in order to make the movement sustainable.
The primary sources I have managed to locate so far are mostly directly focused on anti-apartheid movement documents and ephemera. Important minutes from WAAM’s organisational records are not currently available due to the national Library of Wales closure. Further primary research will focus on these documents, peace movement records, trade union records and ephemera, and Cymdeithas yr Iaith records and documents relating to WAAM.


BBC TV  footage of the ‘Battle of Swansea’ 15 November 1969
This BBC News item, put together for the 50-year anniversary of the Battle of Swansea  in November 1969 when anti-apartheid protestors lay on the St Helens rugby ground pitch in a non-violent direct action attempt to interrupt a Swansea v. Springboks rugby match, contains original footage from the match. Demonstrators can be seen being violently handled by the police and then viciously attacked by civilian stewards. Hundreds were injured, some seriously. Peter Hain, who organised and took part in the protest, reports that one protestor’s jaw was broken and another nearly lost an eye.  The violence of the battle, televised by the BBC, was seen to be ‘seismic’ in its impact on the British public’s awareness of the South African Apartheid system. It is evidence of the effectiveness and strategic clarity of the Wales anti-apartheid regional groups activities, at this point and for a further 12 years still operating within the Anti-Apartheid Movement (UK).
Battle of Swansea footage, in BBC News, Wales, 50 Years on from the ‘Battle of Swansea’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-50422755 (accessed 14.03.21)

House of Commons debate on the Battle of Swansea 17 November 1969
As part of an oral answers to questions on Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs session, this debate followed an earlier and more brief discussion on British economic involvement in South Africa with a quiet tension being seen in the issue of increasing investment potentially compromising future political decision making.[footnoteRef:1] Later questions regarding the domestic disturbances in Swansea on 15 November reveal overt parliamentary concerns with class, with Callaghan stating that in (his) South Wales it is a working-class game.[footnoteRef:2] The debate highlights the distinct political lines drawn between Labour and the Liberals lines of the acceptability of direct action as a form of protest, and whether sanction/boycotts were appropriate or ethical. Most concern is focused on the need to avoid any such violence or disturbance for future games on the Springboks UK tour. [1:  House of Commons Debate 17 November 1969, https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1969/nov/17/springboks-rugby-match-swansea, c846.
 (accessed 14.03.21)]  [2:  Ibid, c849-852.
] 

SPRINGBOKS' RUGBY MATCH, SWANSEA (DISTURBANCES), House of Commons Debate, 17 November 1969, London, Historic Hansard, HC Deb (17 November 1969), vol 791 cc850-7
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1969/nov/17/springboks-rugby-match-swansea (accessed 14.03.21)

Anti-Apartheid Movement Annual Report August 1969 – August 1970
The 69/70 Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAM) Sport (Campaigns) Report contains passing references to campaigning activity in Wales, including mention of branch activity in West Wales, however what is notable is the absence of reference to either the Battle of Swansea in November 1969 or the violence meted out to demonstrators, despite it being a significant enough national event to be debated in the House of Parliament (see Hansen link above). The Battle Swansea has also been described as a seminal event in the history of the Anti-Apartheid Movement in the UK and internationally. The founders of WAAM, Mick Antoniw and Hanef Bhamjee, have cited the Battle of Swansea as leading eventually to the Welsh Rugby Union’s sanction of the Springboks and Apartheid rugby, and being the only international Rugby Association to do so.[footnoteRef:3] The lack of remarks on the demonstration in this Annual Report may indicate discomfort with the direct-action tactics of the AAM member demonstrators. [3:  Llafur Welsh People's History Society, Online Llafur Event online STOP THE SPRINGBOKS! – Wales and Opposition to Apartheid https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHxaA7WsOfk  (accessed 14.03.21)] 

ar08 Anti-Apartheid Movement Annual Report August 1969/August 1970, Oxford, Bodleian Libraries, AAM Archive Forward to Freedom, MSS AAM 13
https://www.aamarchives.org/archive/reports/ar09-annual-report-september-1969- (accessed 14.03.21)
AAM Annual Report of activities and developments October 1980–September 1981
Some 11 years on from the 69/70 AAM Annual Report provides detail of ‘encouraging’ activities and an announcement of regional developments for the already established Scottish Committee and the formation the Wales AAM Committee, in order to revive activity in Wales. Interestingly, ther eis a lack of clarity of language within the report, which later refers to the Welsh Anti-Apartheid Movement. According to both Mick Antoniw and Hanif Bhamjee, there was great reluctance in AAM regarding WAAM’s devolution and it appears to have been left as deliberately fuzzy, the AAM continuing to refer to WAAM as the Welsh Committee, while WAAM very publicly identified itself as  as a movement in its own right.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid.] 

The report also reports on the strength of WAAM’s international links, growing size of membership, and the wide cross-party and trade union representation within WAAM’s organising body. It included representatives of ‘the Wales Labour Party, Wales Communist Party, Welsh Liberal Party, Plaid Cymru, Wales TUC and South Wales NUM. The Hon President is Emlyn Williams, President of the South Wales NUM. Membership has been healthily growing over the past few months and to date individual membership stands. at several hundred, and a large number of trade unions, trade union branches, Labour Party branches and trades councils have affiliated’.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Anti-Apartheid Movement Annual Report August 1969/August 1970, , AAM Archives Committee, Forward to Freedom, MSS AAM 13, https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/wales-anti-apartheid-movement-papers archives.library .wales/index.php/wales-anti-apartheid-movement-papers  (accessed 14.03.21).] 

[bookmark: _Hlk66653226]ar20 Anti-Apartheid Movement Annual Report August 1969/August 1970, Oxford, Bodleian Libraries, AAM Archives Committee, Forward to Freedom, MSS AAM 13
https://www.aamarchives.org/archive/reports/ar20-annual-report-october-1980-september-1981/viewdocument.html (accessed 14.03.21)

Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement minutes, notes
This collection comprises the entire archives of WAAM in the form of agendas and minutes of meetings, letters, reports and other organisational documents of the Executive Committee, National Committee, Trade Union Committee and other committees, and of particular interest press cuttings and press releases.
Aberystwyth, Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru The National Library of Wales, Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement Papers,  GB 0210 WAAM
https://archifau.llyfrgell.cymru/index.php/wales-anti-apartheid-movement-papers archives.library .wales/index.php/wales-anti-apartheid-movement-papers  (accessed 14.03.21)
Online Llafur Event online STOP THE SPRINGBOKS! – Wales and Opposition to Apartheid 
Valuable oral history accounts and discussion, from founders and original members of WAAM, of the movement’s origins in Wales and its development into the most potent political pressure group in Wales. With contributions from ‘Hanef Bhamjee, Mick Antoniw, Hywel Francis, Mair Francis and Gaynor Legall and wider historical and cultural impact of the Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement’.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Llafur Welsh People's History Society, Online Llafur Event online STOP THE SPRINGBOKS! – Wales and Opposition to Apartheid https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHxaA7WsOfk (accessed 14.03.21)
] 

Llafur Welsh People's History Society, Online Llafur Event, STOP THE SPRINGBOKS! – Wales and Opposition to Apartheid, YouTube, Llafur Welsh People's History Society Channel. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHxaA7WsOfk  (accessed 14.03.21)

Transcript of interview with Hanef Bhamjee, founder member of Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement, Forward to Freedom project, 2013
This is a rich resource that provides cross-referencing to and verification of several other primary sources in this bibliography, for example the WAAM organised march in Cardiff featuring ‘detained children,’[footnoteRef:7] see ACTSA Cymru 15033.jpg entry. [footnoteRef:8] It also includes a useful analysis of WAAM campaigning tactics.[footnoteRef:9] The violence of Battle of Swansea is verified by Bhamjee: ‘the 1969 rugby tour, and especially the game in Swansea, was one of the most violent in British sporting history. Rumour has it that some person who had very strong links with South Africa had hired skinheads to beat up anti-apartheid demonstrators – and they were beaten up. There was something like 200-odd people injured in fisticuffs, those who ran on the pitch were brutally assaulted. And the cops just picked them up and threw them into the crowd generally, but in the crowd where they knew the thugs were, and the demonstrators were really beaten up at that demo. We had some photographs of that, which I provided to Christabel Gurney.’[footnoteRef:10] [7:  Hanef Bhamjee transcript, p.8, AAM Archive Forward to Freedom, int37t, https://www.aamarchives.org/archive/interviews/hanef-bhamjee/int37t-hanef-bhamjee-transcript/viewdocument.html (accessed 14.03.21.)]  [8:  Photograph of ‘Detained Children’ WAAM March Cardiff, ACTSA Cymru, 15033.jpg http://www.actsacymru.org/history/21-wales-anti-apartheid-movement#gallery69dad1ac5d-6 (accessed 14.03.21).]  [9:  Hanef Bhamjee transcript, p.8, AAM Archive Forward to Freedom, int37t, https://www.aamarchives.org/archive/interviews/hanef-bhamjee/int37t-hanef-bhamjee-transcript/viewdocument.html (accessed 14.03.21).]  [10:  Ibid, p.17.] 

The requirement for campaigning with Welsh Language materials is strongly emphasised,[footnoteRef:11] and there is a valuable discussion on the need for WAAM to develop alongside freshly emergent motions of a new Welsh national identity, embedding into the Welsh non-political class, attending Eisteddfoddau, the need being expressed during the 70s and early 80s for independence of structure in the Welsh trade union and labour movement, and the reluctance of UK and Wales Labour, and AAM, to engage. [footnoteRef:12] [11:  Ibid, p. 20.]  [12:  Ibid, p. 21.] 

Hanef Bhamjee transcript, Oxford, Bodleian Libraries, AAM Archive Forward to Freedom, int37t.
https://www.aamarchives.org/archive/interviews/hanef-bhamjee/int37t-hanef-bhamjee-transcript/viewdocument.html (accessed 14.03.21)

3 WAAM Posters - National Museum of Wales
Material evidence of development of bilingual, English only and Welsh only publicity and awareness raising posters.
1.Bilingual WAAM Poster "The Struggle is my Life Y Frwydr yw fy Mywyd", depicting Nelson Mandela and dates 1964-1988, 1988, St Fagans, National Museum of History's Archive and Library Collections, Social and Cultural History, F2019.6.1
2. English only WAAM Poster "Smash Apartheid Sanctions Now" 1990 calendar at right, 1990, St Fagans, National Museum of History's Archive and Library Collections, Social and Cultural History, F2019.6.2
3. Welsh only WAAM poster CHWALWN APARTHEID / PEIDIWCH A PHRYNU NWYDDAU O DDE AFFRICA’, 1990, St Fagans, National Museum of History's Archive and Library Collections, Social and Cultural History, F2019.6.3
https://museum.wales/collections/online/object/4b4d0bb3-36a8-3ca2-a096-cc43a0400822/Poster/ (accessed 14.03.21)

ACTSA CYMRU photographs
Showing the multi-racial support for the Anti-Apartheid Movement, and the imaginative street theatre tactics used by WAAM in Cardiff.’  
Photograph of Butetown Stop the Springboks March, 13 December 1969. Cardiff, ACTSA Cymru, History, Wales Anti Apartheid Movement,15018.jpg
http://www.actsacymru.org/history/21-wales-anti-apartheid-movement#gallery69dad1ac5d-5 (accessed 14.03.21)
Photograph of ‘Detained Children’ WAAM March Cardiff, Cardiff, ACTSA Cymru, History, Wales Anti Apartheid Movement 15033.jpg
http://www.actsacymru.org/history/21-wales-anti-apartheid-movement#gallery69dad1ac5d-6 (accessed 14.03.21) 

Photo: Wales Rejects Apartheid
Media Wales photograph showing a theatrical and street performance aspect of WAAM’s political demonstrating in 1970, the legacy of which can be see today in the Red Brigade Extinction Rebellion protests. 
Issue over the dating of this image that needs clarification. Published date is given as 01.01.70, archive cited date is 24.01.70.
‘Wales Rejects Apartheid’, 1 January 1970, Oxford, Bodleian Libraries, AAM Archive Forward to Freedom, Sport, Media Wales Ltd, pic6916
https://www.aamarchives.org/archive/campaigns/sport/pic6916-wales-rejects-apartheid/viewdocument.html (accessed 14.03.21)

AAM Annual General Meeting 1976 Resolutions
This report describes the establishing of the setting up of the Scottish AAM as a regional committee, rather than an independent movement, at a far earlier stage in the development of the AAM than Wales’ regional status was established. Interestingly, the Scottish Committee opposed the later establishment of WAAM,[footnoteRef:13] possibly an indication of the depth of Scottish Labour involvement in the Scottish Committee. [13:   Bhamjee, Llafur Welsh People's History Society, Online Llafur Event online STOP THE SPRINGBOKS! – Wales and Opposition to Apartheid https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHxaA7WsOfk  accessed 14.03.21) ] 

Resolutions Adopted at the Annual General Meeting Anti-Apartheid Movement, 1976-10-24,  JSTOR Struggles for Freedom: Southern Africa, Oxford, Bodleian Library, Anti-Apartheid Movement Collection, Archives of the Anti-Apartheid Movement, AAM National Committee Papers, 1976-1977, MSS AAM 49
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/al.sff.document.aamp2b600016?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents (accessed 14.03.21)

Photo of Peter Hain at STST press conference  7 March 1970  
Peter Hain at an STST press conference, showing the growing support for sports boycotts from within the sports establishment. With Hain on the platform are Jeff Crawford, Secretary of the West Indian Standing Conference, England cricketer Mike Brearley, STST member Mike Craft and STST Chair Peter Hain. The tour was abandoned in May 1970. [footnoteRef:14] [14:  AAM Archive Forward to Freedom, MSS AAM 2402
https://www.aamarchives.org/archive/history/1970s/pic7007-stop-the-seventy-tour-press-conference.html (accessed 14.03.21)] 

Photo of Peter Hain, Stop the Seventy Tour press conference, 7 March 1970, Oxford, Bodleian Libraries, AAM Archive Forward to Freedom, MSS AAM 2402
https://www.aamarchives.org/archive/history/1970s/pic7007-stop-the-seventy-tour-press-conference.html (accessed 14.03.21)
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