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[bookmark: _GoBack]Events can have huge effects and sometimes these can help hosting communities, although depending on what type of event is being hosted can depend on how much benefits a country or community will see. This essay will be comparing two articles. It will focus on the similarities and the differences between both articles. Article one is economic impacts of local sporting events. This article investigates the wider economic benefits of hosting sporting events and studies four case studies of swimming events. Article two is Sport, Tourism and mega – event impacts on host cities and this looks at how the FIFA world cup affected its hosting city. 
The key themes of article one includes the economic importance of sporting events which included research from previous events, such as the Olympic Games in Munich, Los Angeles, and the 1996 European Football Championships. Another key theme was its findings which stated the figures of competitors, spectators and its volunteers. The article then goes on to discuss whether the four events were spectator driven or competitor driven. It concludes that cities should look to host major event rather than smaller events as it creates more of an economic benefit. The key themes of article two includes an overview of sports tourism and mega events, this section of the article states that events can help hosting cities achieve urban regeneration and can assist in helping create a positive image on a city. Article two then goes onto mega event legacy which is followed by its discussion and results which showed where its respondents were from, how old they were, their back round education, if they had visited South Africa previously, whether respondents wanted to visit another African country during their stay and would they recommend Port Elizabeth to friends and relatives. It then goes onto the conclusion and implications which states that Port Elizabeth need to carry on with their marketing to constantly remind people of the potential of the region and that a continuous legacy measurement of the event should be put into place to monitor the impacts of the event over a long period. 
Article one starts by talking about the economic importance of sporting events, pointing out that money was lost in the Olympic games in 1972 but then states that they made money in 1984. This then led to increased competition for cities to host major sporting events. The European football championships in 1996 created a large amount of economic success and this was when the economic importance of sporting events was recognised. Article two also starts with stating how sporting events can help countries to have event driven economies, it then goes on to talk about mega event legacies. Due to these mega – events having such big cultural, social, economic and political implications, governments are fighting for the chance to bid for mega – events. Mega event legacies have grown so much that a long-term emphasis has been placed on the benefits that will result from hosting such events (Thomson, Leopkey, Schlekler&Schulenkorf, 2010).  Like article one, article two also indicates that events have economic benefits.
Both article one and two used questionnaires in their research. Although article two looked at visitor socio-demographic information, consumer spending, previous attendance and visits, and previous perceptions of the destination. Article one focused its research on whether the respondents were residents or visitors, if they were mostly spectators or competitors and if respondents were day visitors or staying the night. The same as article one, article two used the statistical package for social sciences software to analyse their data.
Article one studies four small swimming events whereas article two studies one major event. The similarity they both have here is they are both using sporting events. Article one focuses on City of Sheffield open meet, Western counties swimming championships, Middlesbrough open meet and the satellite open meet. Article two assesses the 2010 FIFA World Cup. 
Due to the FIFA World Cup being such a major event the articles research shows that they saw a high percentage of international visitors whereas article one only saw domestic travellers. The events in article one is aiming to provide entertainment for their local community in comparison the study in article two looks to draw in international and domestic stakeholders. The FIFA World Cup article found that 34.2% were from another part in South Africa making under half of their respondents were domestic travellers. A great amount of the international visitors came from South Africa’s key tourism source, visitors from the United Kingdom were at 30.5%, Germany 8.5% and the United States of America at 8%.  
Article two shows how much money a major event can make, not just at that event but for the surrounding area as well. It found that the most popular tourist attraction to people while they stayed in Port Elizabeth was the theme park at 64.1%. This is backed up by article one that states in total sixteen events were studied, using the standard methodology and this found that economic rewards can be achieved by major sporting events. However, article one also states that type A and C events (Gratton, Dobson and Shibli 2000) are not able to generate as much economic benefits due to the fact they don’t run as often and don’t have a big stakeholder base. 
In article two it states that governing bodies will overstate the economic impacts of an event due to their overspending, which is making people believe there are greater economic impacts from sporting events than there actually is. In comparison article one research shows that even four small scale events can generate £35,264. The article shows that most of the competitors and stakeholders were under sixteen years of age meaning they wouldn’t have been able to provide their own money to spend at the event whereas at the FIFA World Cup calculated that the average age was thirty-three years old, so they would’ve been able to provide their own money to spend at the venue, generating more of a profit.
The Economic Impacts of Local Sporting Events have a graph to show a typology of events (Gratton, Dobson and Shibli 2000). The article also provides a graph to show the breakdown of economic sectors for spectators and another to show for competitors, both graphs are put into several components, food and drink, accommodation, shopping/souvenirs, programmes and merchandise, other, travel and entertainment. Additionally, a graph to show the proportion of total expenditure across the four events. On the other hand, article two doesn’t provide any graphs or tables with their findings, the article uses figures and percentages instead. 
These articles have shown that events do have an economic impact on hosting communities whether the event is on a small scale or a major scale. Countries are now fighting for the chance to host major events to help benefit their economies. The research used has shown that it is possible to calculate where the money is coming from and what attendees are most likely to spend their money on.
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