Assignment 2 for History: Past in Practice. Kimberley Robinson 1707907. 
In this journal what will be discussed are some of the findings from lectures that Lester Mason has held called Doing History: Past in Practice. These lectures have been attended at Lampeter University. To gain relevant experience to achieve a Degree in Archaeology.  In This journal it will outline some of the discussions that have been held, pointing out the significance of source material and how that material can be examined and understood as part of the process of writing and articulating historic records. What has been brought to attention are the number of records that are stored in the national archives. The journal will be outlining some of the material that was explored in the Roderick Bowen Library on Lampeter University Campus, and what interpreted that source of information that was provided. This journal will discuss the lecture that was attended in St Peters Church Lampeter and the information that was provided to give a greater understanding of the historical evidence that can be found in any churchyard. What also will be discussed is a field trip to the National Library of Wales that was attended by students from the University of Lampeter, and how that has contributed to the learning as a student.
Not one of Lester Mason’s Lectures could have been described as boring or unengaging. The approach to his teaching is relaxed and friendly. The main point emphasized in many of the lectures was the use of primary sources, these sources can then be used for research. This research contains valuable factual precise information. This evidence of the past is stored in Archives, as history has progressed, the institution has ordered that everything must be documented. This information has been written down, filmed, recorded or photographed, mapped, painted or drawn. This evidence of history consists of manuscripts, Censor records, Army records, journals, sound archives, shipping records, hospital records, Educational birth, marriage and death certificates, passenger records, maps of the sea, and land, maps that document the use of hedges over the loss of common land. History is etched on monuments in town squares or parks, and in the graveyard in every town. 
One such example of archived evidence that was discussed was a fundamental part of British history, that was in 1834 when the amendment act was put in place. This was commonly known as the New Poor Law (National Archives 2018) Sources of information of this time in history can be found in many ways from the ledgers kept, the posters fighting against the act, which are stored in the National Archives, to the people who wrote about that time in history in their books such a Charles Dickins, Charles Dicken’s book Oliver twist (1838) was written about poverty in the Victorian age, with themes of relentless injustice and punishment, which in Victorian times was common, Charles Dicken’s was against the New Poor Law Act and the attitude of average Victorian who appeared to criminalize the poor. He persistently ridiculed the severe utilitarian beliefs behind it.” The belief that the workhouse would act as a deterrent so fewer people would claim poor relief and thereby the poor rate would reach its ‘correct’ level” (University of Portsmouth 2018).
History is documented in many methods, some of these methods can be found in the Roderick Bowen library in Lampeter University, these documents have been collected over the past 200 years, there are special collections which include over 35,000 pieces of work; some are medieval manuscripts, one of which is the Lampeter Bible and Medieval prayer book, whilst completing a module on Medieval, it was a great honour to have the opportunity to touch the calf vellum on which monks had tirelessly bent over dipping a quill ink under the light of a beeswax candle. Whilst visiting the Roderic Bowden library with Lester Mason it was possible to study a college entry book. What was discovered was that there were no entries for any females. The book dated back to a time where women didn’t go into higher education if any education at all. From a simple collage registration ledger, it is possible to read history through the lines. If all the data written in that ledger was studied and evaluated it would be possible to see other historical information, one such fact is that the book only has the name of the father of the child attending the college and what the father did for a living. This gives a big impression on gender values at the time. 
Another way in which data can be collected to read the past is by doing a graveyard survey. One of the lectures with Lester was a lecture on doing a graveyard survey. Evidently, churchyards are a mass of historical information, from the style and material that the headstones are made from giving an indication of how wealthy the person being buried was, the design on the grave can give you an insight to the person's beliefs, with carvings of flowers creating a story. As flowers were used to give meaning in times past. Not only does the style and design of the grave give you information about the person but the engraving details give a precise detailing of the person who is buried there. On some of the graves, there are even references to what was the occupation of the person. One part of the churchyard contains some smaller graves, these graves are from the workhouse that was built in Lampeter in 1837. Looking at the graves gives an impression that they were poor people buried there. There is very little marked in the headstone just initials However they are monuments of history in themselves, they serve as a constant marker for a miserable, harsh unhappy life that was served in those workhouses.
The Portland Stone built, National Library of Wales is in Aberystwyth overlooking the Welsh seaside town. The man responsible for the start of the Library was a man called Sir John Williams who was a surgeon and a wealthy man, Sir John Williams collected old antiquities he had 25,000 items which were records that he had collected. He donated these records to the library. In 1907 at first the library was to be built in Cardiff but in the year 1911, the first foundation stone was laid on Penglais Hill, by 1936 the first original structure was built. The Welsh Library of Wales is a copyright library meaning that every item that is published be it books, newspapers or film, the Welsh National Library of Wales has the right to a copy free of charge. The Welsh National Library isn’t a lending library it’s a reference library which holds six million books, some are historical books, they hold the first Welsh book to be published in 1546, along with other manuscripts. The Welsh Library of Wales has 3000 publications delivered to its door weekly. They hold every map, the black book of Carmarthen dating back as far as 1250. The Oldest photo was ever taken, which dates from 1841 this is also looked after by the National Library of Wales. The Welsh Library of Wales has right to every Welsh newspaper and TV and radio program. Anything that has a Welsh significance they have it. The Welsh Library of wales is now funded by grants, but there was a time when the miners of Wales used to contribute a penny to the library, which gave the library of Wales the nickname, The One Penny library (National Library for Wales 2018).
The National Library of Wales houses such valuable data for history that they store a lot of the more valuable, old or sensitive material archives in vaults, which are pumped with carbon dioxide for fire precaution, also the temperature is monitored to keep harmful humidity from damaging anything stored. Other Precious items held at the National Library for Wales are 40,000 collections of images, 5,500 are framed paintings that the majority are over 200 years old. The Welsh Library of Wales looks after these historic paintings by having them copied and framing them in frames that are free from acid, called Solander cases, the original paintings are stored, until needed. Also included in The National Library of Wale’s collection, are over one million photographs, which are also preserved with the use of acid-free sleeves in a microclimate box. The Welsh Library of Wales also holds one and half million maps in total, the oldest is dated 1760. All this history is stored on four floors which is now kept in order of subject and has been kept that way since 1985. Before 1985 everything was stored in alphabetical order (National Library of Wales 2018). This library has everything a student needs to be able to gather information that is needed to use for any research which is required to complete assignments for postgraduate work. 
Whilst attending the Library of Wales. there was allocated time to explore the library’s contents which was used to find any information on St Peters Church in Lampeter. After seeking help from a qualified staff member, it was possible to find a graveyard survey on the shelf. Unfortunately, it was only possible to copy 5% of the overall document, so future visits are needed to complete the task required for the future assignment. 
In conclusion, history is intertwined in day to day living of the modern people, historiography is changing all the time, with new facts and information, new narratives and contexts and new interpretations. What was normal at one time can seem bizarre in another. What was accepted at one time, can seem inhumane now. This change in civilization and society keeps a mind hungry for facts about the past to delve into the obscure, to feel another person’s misery or to share other people’s lives. What can be found in the archives are lives that are still living within the pages of manuscripts, journals, ledgers, and any other imprint from our past. After writing an essay using a photograph from over a hundred years old, it was possible to trace a man through his life from his birth through his life experiences to the day he sadly lost his life, it was possible to do this through the information given to me by the archives in the form of birth, death, marriage certificates or monuments and graves commemorated to him. What was felt by doing this, gave an understanding of a person’s life and a closeness almost to the point of wanting to know what that person was saying. It gives time for contemplation on the decisions that the person may have been contemplating themselves. There was a feeling of being in control of the person that is being researched, as if the more information that was found the more that person could live again. That familiarity gave a strange feeling when having to write that person’s death as if there was sentencing to the death by writing. But all is never lost in history, history is the living past, it lays there waiting to be read to be reincarnated by its reader.
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